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‘THE BELMONT COVENANT SOLVES THE FINANCIAL 


PROBLEM 


By CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


ipo THE pastor of a small Presbyterian church 


in Roanoke, Virginia, must be given the honor 
of bringing more of a solution to the financial 


problems of the churches in the South than they 


have been able to find within the past five years. 
The story is fascinating. 
Let Rev. G. L. Whiteley, the winsome minister 


pendable members with a total weekly income 
of $2,160. The question arose as to how much of 
this income the church had a right to expect. 
Of course, there was only one answer: the tithe, 
which was $216.00 a week. Formerly the church 
had been receiving about fifty dollars a week, 
but the spirit of defeatism had cut this to less 


jof the Belmont Pres- 


byterian Church of 
Roanoke, tell the tale 


fin his own way: 


“In 1932-33, on ac- 
count of lack of work 
on the part of the mem- 
bership, my church 
found itself in a serious 
financial condition. Its 
active membership of 
352 is made up of the 
great middle class of 


f men and women with 


neither poverty nor 
wealth. In 1929 a new 
church was built at a 
cost of $30,000, with a 
debt of $15,000. In Au- 
gust 1933, there began 
to spread in the con- 
gregation a spirit of de- 
feat. Some were saying, 
‘We cannot carry on, 
our debt is to heavy.’ 


| The pastor would not ad- 


mit it could not be done 
until it was proven that 
it could not be done. 
One Sunday, he spoke 
of the destructive pessi- 
mism creeping into the 


| church, and said, ‘Be- 


fore we say we cannot 
carry on, let’s find out 
our ability.’ 

“To discover the fi- 
nancial strength of the 
congregation, the people 
were asked to designate 
on a slip of paper, un- 


My dear Friend Ramsey: 

Rev. G. L. Whiteley of Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia, originator of the Belmont Plan for 
Church Finance, told me last week 
when he was in our home for a night 
that he had received requests for in- 
formation from all over the nation as 
a result of the little paragraph you used 
in the January Expositor and Homiletic 
Review. He was pleased to be able to 
give it to those who wrote. 


Because so many of your readers are 
apparently interested in a movement 
which is revolutionizing the finances of 
many of our Southern churches, I am 
inclosing the article you find in this 
letter. 


In First church, without coercion or 
undue pressure, we have 170 cards sign- 


ed, representing 305 of our members. 
Our card is much simpler than the 
one used in Roanoke. I am inclosing 
both so that you can use them if you 
see fit to do so. In the two Sundays of 
January we have had the following 
results: 
Offerings for these two Sun- 
days in 1934 
Offerings for these Sundays 
this year 
Gain as result of tithing in 
two Sundays 501.13 
All best wishes to you and for your 
work. I am glad the pressure is easing 
up a bit, and I trust that it will ease 
up MUCH more. 
Cordially yours, 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS. 


than a half when the 
survey was made. The 
church had a debt of 
$2,600, which it could 
not pay, and which it 
could not augment for 
nobody would loan the 
congregation any more 
money. 

“If the 120 people 
with incomes would give 
a tenth to the church 
for a quarter, the deficit 
would be wiped out, and 
the expenses of running 
the church during this 
period would also be 
provided. The year 1933 
could be ended with all 
bills paid. Calling the 27 
Officers together, this 
plan was presented. A 
heated debate followed. 
But all officers except 
two signed cards agree- 
ing to tithe for fifteen 
weeks. One who did not 
sign was out of the city, 
and the other had no 
income. The congrega- 
tion was then called up- 
on by the pastor, and 
118 of the wage-earners 
signed cards to bring 
their ‘tithe’ into the 
church. The period was 
September 17 through 
December 24. Formerly 
the offerings averaged 
$50.00 a week, but when 
the new plan started, 


signed, their weekly income. When these slips 
were collected, the figures showed that the aver- 
age income of the families in the church was 
$18.00. In the congregation, 137 people had defi- 
nite incomes. When this number was carefully 
studied it was thought that 17 could not be de- 
pended on to do their part, leaving 120 de- 


the offering on September 17 was $173.00, and 
on September 24, it was $228.00. The largest of- 
fering was $450.00. At the end of the fifteen 
weeks the people who had been saying, ‘We can- 
not carry on,’ had wiped out the deficit with all 
bills paid and had two cents in the bank to the 
credit. Not much, but enough when you have 
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received more than the church needed.” 

The situation in the church at Roanoke was 
so similar to that in hundreds of other churches 
throughout the country that Mr. Whiteley was 
released from his congregation in order that he 
might tell to congregations financially burden- 
ed and spiritually depressed, the story of _what 
people could do if they entered into this so- 
called Belmont Covenant Plan where the mem- 
bers of a congregation agree to bring a tithe 


GEORGE L. WHITELEY 


of their income to the church for a definite 
period. 

In this case, the prophet was not without 
honor in his own home. Twelve churches of vari- 
ous denominations in and around Roanoke tried 
the plan with surprising results. The offerings 
of these churches during the thirteen weeks of 
its use jumped to more than $17,000 over 
and above their usual offerings. So gigantic was 
the interest in the plan throughout the whole 
South that all pastors who had tried the plan 
were begged to visit other churches and give 
their testimony to its efficiency. 

It has been accepted by every congregation 
where it has been presented by the pastor and 
officers after careful study. Of course, not all 
members of the congregation have signed cove- 
nants to give a tenth to the church for the 
definite period agreed upon, but in every con- 
gregation there have been secured many more 
men who have agreed to tithe than was ever 
the case before in the history of the congrega- 
tion. 

Results throughout the church indicate the 
splendid results secured in the small Belmont 
Presbyterian Church at Roanoke have been dup- 
licated in churches of every size and character. 

The First Presbyterian Church of Greensboro, 
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North Carolina, has a membership of about 
2,000. The pastor of that congregation, Dr. 
Charles F. Myers, writes as follows as to his 
experiences with the Covenant: 

“We got about 400 heads of families to agree 
to tithe for twelve weeks—that is, that they 
would actually tithe their income, giving directly 
through the church envelopes for that period 
of time. We got our officers to sign up first. 


Results: 
October 7 Tithe $2,215.00 
October 14 Tithe $2,154.00 
October 28 Tithe $1,274.00 
November 4 Tithe $1,672.00 
November 11 Tithe $1,780.00 


“The reason the last three Sundays have not 
reached the $2,000.00 mark is that we had on 
two separate Sundays a gift of $500.00 by men 
who were not members of the church. We are 
trying this for twelve weeks, and we think we 
will have about $25,000.00. This is just about 
ten times as much as we would have had. 

“The greatest blessing comes not so much in 
getting the money, which we need, but in the 
good it has done our people to learn to tithe. 
And thereby hangs many an interesting tale of 
young people who were giving fifty cents a week 
and are now giving $5.00 or $10.00. It has been 
the biggest boost we have ever tried, and it’s 
very simple to work. If you ask people to tithe 
for a whole year they are afraid to try it, but 
they will tackle it for a limited period.” 

In the Second Presbyterian Church of Mem- 
phis, the offering increased 50% during the 
thirteen weeks the Belmont Plan was operated. 
The Current Expense gifts through the regular 
envelopes amounted to $6,587.10 and the amount 
additional which came through the Belmont 
tithing cards was $3,362.21. Dr. Robert H. Mc- 
Caslin, pastor of this church, writes, “Our peo- 
ple have taken to it in a very fine way. Many 
of them report rich experiences and increased 
delight in the plan.” 

The Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Miami is having some unusual experiences with 
the Covenant. The pastor, Dr. James V. John- 
son, is very enthusiastic in regard to its results. 
He says: “We are all very happy over the Cove- 
nant. Our offerings have increased 75%. We 
cleaned up all of our overdue debts. At the bot- 
tom of the report, the treasurer makes this nota- 
tion: ‘Outstanding bills, December 31, 1934, 
None.’ 

“At the beginning a person wrote a note to 
the church signed with initials which are neither 
upon the church roll nor upon our visitor’s book, 
and each Sunday since a plan envelope comes 
with $10.00 banknote in it and the initials. 
Nothing else. Sunday, there was a white envelope 
in the plate with no name or means of identi- 
fication whatever. Guess what was inside? Forty 
smackers! 

“I got a letter this morning from a gentleman 
in Indianapolis who was here two weeks ago. 
He sent a draft for $50.00 to be applied on the 
covenant. It is all very interesting. Very. You 
find that visitors and strangers get fired by the 
thing and will help. A number of visitors and 
strangers, whose imagination caught fire, signed 
the covenant. And is it a blessing? I’m telling 
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THE BELMONT COVENANT PLAN 

Hav y taken Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour, I realize that by that decision I 
became Hie subject, and being His servant, I am to be faithful in service in every way 
Tcan, Therefore: 
1, In gratitude to Him for what He has done for me in the past, and for what He has 

promised to do in the future; and 
2. Feeling my dependence upon Him for the needs of body, mind, soul and family; and 
3. Recognizing the many blessings that come to me in being a t of th ti 

of the Church; and SAS Re ie 
4. Grateful for a beautiful church building He has enabled me to have; and 


5. Feeling that I do not want ethers to carry their own part of the work and mine 
also; and 

6, Since there is a ‘crisis and an emergency In the financia) needs of my church— 
T join my fellow members in doing my part by giving one tenth of my income weekly 


es weeks, beginning Sunday, . st , and ending 
——+ inclusive. I feel that this is my part of the 
I will attend Church each Sunday and bring my offering, unless providentially 


hindered, and if I do not get to Church to bring my offering, I expect a deacon to cail 
at my home or place of business and receive it oe my Church 


Signature SSS 


| CONE a ey Address... en 


you, it is! I hesitate to tell some of the tales 
that come to me from the saints of the experi- 
ences they are having.” 

The Westminister Church at Bluefields, West 
Virginia, was one of the city congregations which 
tried this plan soon after its inception at Roa- 
noke. Of the success of it, the pastor, Dr. C. 
Groschen Gunn, says, “We received more money 
from our members than ever before, but the 
money received is the smallest part of the re- 
sult. The influence of the campaign upon the 
deepening spiritual life of the congregation and 
the increased interest in the work of God at 
home and abroad was outstanding. What is more 

important, that interest and consecration has 
continued after the three months period came 
to an end.” 

The most remarkable evidence is furnished 
all over the southeast as to the wholehearted and 
almost unanimous way by which church officers, 
many of whom had not been giving systemically 
to the church, agreed to participate in the plan. 
In the First Presbyterian Church at Greenville, 
South Carolina, 37 out of the 40 officers en- 
rolled as tithers. 

In addition to the gifts which come into the 
church treasury from the tithe, many other 
things happen. On the Monday morning after 
the plan was presented in one of the larger 
churches, one of the members who had made no 
pledge whatever to the church for the past few 
years made a special trip to the pastor’s study 
to inform the pastor that he was not tithing, 
and that he did not intend to tithe for three 
months or for any other period of time. “But,” 
he concluded his visit, “I want to tell you that 
for the period in which you have this plan in 
operation I expect to put a five dollar bill in the 


My Master and I 
I had walked life’s path with an easy tread, 
Had followed where comfort and pleasure led; 
And then by chance in a quiet place— 
I met my Master face to face. 


With station and rank and wealth for goal; 
Much thought for body but none for soul, 
I had entered to win this life’s mad race— 
When I met my Master face to face. 


I had built my castles, reared them high 

Till their towers had pierced the blue of the 
sky; 

I had sworn to rule with an iron mace— 

When I met my Master face to face. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
QREENVILLE, BOUTH CAROLINA 


THE BELMONT COVENANT PLAN 


Trusting in God, and accepting his challenge (Malach: 3:10) 
1 bereby pledge through my church one-tenth of my income for 
a period of thirteen weeks, January I-March 31 1935, for the 
lord's causes 


Unless providentiall 
Sunday and f 


hindered I will attend church each 
ring my offering 


Signed 


Ald. SS eee 


offering plate each Sunday morning.” During ~ 
the period he came to the church to do so, 
even on Sundays when every member of his 
family was in bed with the flu. 

A member of the congregation, who neither 
gives nor attends, became interested in the Cove- 
nant and said that he would not tithe, but would 
help by giving $50.00 to the church for the 
period. 

One woman reported to the officers that she 
was unable to figure what her tithe would be, 
having no definite income, and could not there- 
fore sign a card, but wanted to give $25.00 to the 
treasurer, and she did so on the first Sunday of 
the period. 

One of the tithing cards was dropped into the 
collection plate with a white typewritten slip 
of paper pasted over the entire pledge portion. 
Its message said. “In lieu of the pledge stipula- 
tions of this card, I am taking the liberty of 
making a straight additional donation of $100.00, 
as per my check inclosed herewith.” Clipped to 
the card was the check for this amount. 

In the offering plate each Sunday morning 
the treasurer has discovered a neatly folded bill 
of a larger denomination than has ever been 
found in the loose offerings in the entire history 
of the congregation. 

Mr. Whiteley is sure that the success of the 
plan depends upon prayer, upon the thorough 
working of it by those in charge, upon a defi- 
nite goal before the congregation which tries it, 
and upon constant publicity in the congregation 
and in the community before and while it is 
being operated. Hundreds of congregations of 
all denominations are today receiving benefit 
from its adoption. 


I met Him and knew Him, and blushed to see 

That His eyes, full of sorrow, were fixed on 
me; 

And I faltered, and fell at His feet that day 

While my castles vanished and melted away. 


Melted and vanished; and in their place 
I saw naught else but my Master’s face; 
And I cried aloud: “Oh, make me meek 
To follow the marks of Thy wounded feet.” 


My thought is now for the souls of men. 

I have lost my life to find it again. 

Ever since alone in that holy place 

My Master and I stood face to face. 
Anonymous. 
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SOURCES OF STANLEY JONES’ POWER 


By GEORGE T. WOOD 


The president of the Metropolitan Baptist Ministers’ Conference, New York, 
analyzes the genius of a famous friend. 


ipa highest achievement in creative thought 
and action is reached only when there is 
unity of personality. The reason this is so rarely 
attained by the preacher is that the fashioning 
of his preacher-personality must commence in 
the plastic years of childhood, and yet at that 
time his only possible religious experience must 
be an emotional one. Now, if he is favored with 
that intellectual development so necessary to 
true greatness, he easily allows this later de- 
velopment to become central, with the early 
emotional and spiritual experience adjusting it- 
self as best it can. That is what dislocates the 
personality and spoils its unity. 

In spite of all the thrusts from his later in- 
tellectual growth, Stanley Jones has retained 
the primacy and centrality of his early emo- 
tional experience; so he has retained his unity 
of personality, and achieved true greatness. The 
story of his conversion and subsequent full con- 
secration—under the ministry of a Tennessee 
evangelist—and how later under this same man’s 
influence he went to college in Kentucky and 
thence to the mission field, reveals an old-time, 
thorough-going religious background such as 
has produced the ministers who take their task 
most seriously. 

It is apparently because he pivots his present 
interpretation of religion and life on his early 
experience, with an intellectual outlook that 
scans the whole horizon, that his approach to 
his audiences is the antithesis of dogmatism. In 
his addresses and conferences he retains the 
primacy of the spiritual by keeping that as his 
goal, and making his approach by intellectual 
and humanitarian considerations. In giving a 
series of lectures leading to evangelism at 
Azamgarh, he began with a lecture on “Con- 
version, Horizontal and Vertical.” In an address 
on “A Missionary Looks at the Critics” before 
the Foreign Missions Conference at Detroit he 
said: 

“Professor Otto, author of that remarkable 
book, The Idea of the Holy, went out to India 
with the concept that Christianity is only the 
elongation of other faiths. At Jerusalem, when 
we were discussing Hinduism, he said: ‘As I 
went to India, I had the idea that Christianity 
was only more advanced than other religions. 
I have come back with the conviction that there 
is such a difference in degree that it amounts 
to a difference in kind’.” 


II 

Note the high intellectual level of Jones’s 
argument. This level was finely exemplified re- 
cently when he was addressing several hundred 
ministers in the Riverside Church, New York. 
He asked for questions. A number were put to 
him, all indicating confidence in his thoughtful 
approach. With gingerliness a question was put 
on the Layman’s Report on Missions. Would he 
touch it? To do so would be almost like discus- 
ing a Pope’s encyclical in St. Peter’s. He not 


only discussed it, he did so at considerable 
length, and was quite critical. But his approach 
was a chain of such cogent reasoning that he 
appeared to carry everyone with him. Whenever 
he speaks it is at once realized that he has 
breadth of thought, depth of feeling, and height 
of idealism. 2 

His success in evangelistic gatherings in vari- 
ous countries throughout the world indicates 
that, even in the purposiveness and pointedness 
of such occasions, his breath of approach wins 
its way. In one address he sums up the distinc- 
tive aims of eight or nine different systems of 
thought. For example, “Hinduism says, Be sepa- 
rated, merge thyself; Buddhism says, Be dis- 
illusioned, annihilate thyself; Islam says, Be 
submissive, bend thyself”; then he closes with, 
“Christianity says, Be Christlike, give thyself.” 
He always recognizes whatever values a system 
of thought has, then in clear pointed fashion 
indicates the superiority of Christianity. 

Apparently the reason he is able to do this is 
that he has the element of certainty and 
finality: Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. For 
the rest of life and thought he is open to re- 
ceive from any quarter. In stating his reasons 
for returning to India he gives three which in- 
dicate the centrality of Christ in his thinking. 
He says: “Christianity is the only movement 
that presents a Person who stands unmodified 
amid the clamor for reform. Christianity is the 
only movement that presents and embodies a 
Person who is inescapable in human living; and 
Christianity is the only movement that presents 
a Person who seems capable of becoming the 
center of a world brotherhood. This absolute cer- 
tainty, highest reality, and utmost finality, which 
he finds in Christ, is the predominant impres- 
sion he creates in all his deliverances, whether 
it be in the pulpit, in the press, or in private 
intercourse. : 

I believe that it is because of this central cer- 
tainty that, while he retains a strong flavor of 
his original conservatism, in his attitude to un- 
believers he exhibits the intellectual detachment 
and judicious balance of the true Liberal. I could 
see in the story he unfolded to me of his round 
table conferences with people of every shade of 
opinion in India. He told me of how he opened 
these conferences by inviting the utmost frank- 
ness on the part of Hindus, Moslems, and every 
other shade of belief and unbelief in India— 
and of how he received what he asked for. Only 
a previous realization of his judicious fairness 
and intellectual (if not spiritual) detachment 
could educe this frankness. The questions ask- 
ed him by ministers in conferences in our own 
country would never be possible were this atti- 
tude of his not known and appreciated. 


III 


But as soon as one has got accustomed to his 
intellectual breadth, one is astounded by his 


elling of some experience that reminds me of 
he other-worldliness of the early mystics or 
f the ecstatic faith of a faith-healing cult or 
f his confidence in a direct superintending 
ovidence that harks back to a pre-scientific 
ge. In an after-dinner address to a crowd of 
everal hundred young people I heard him tell 
f his daughter being healed of tuberculosis 
‘n answer to his own prayer. If any ordinary 
dividual had allowed himself to get so far 
Way from the orthodox after-dinner style be- 
ore a group of sophisticated youngsters in New 
ork he would have been looked upon as an 
xtremist whose religious sanity had better be 
quired into. One might doubt the fact of which 
e had told, but one could not doubt his belief 
f the fact. 

On the same occasion he told why he was able 
carry through an immense program of speak- 
g engagements that would seem impossible 
an ordinary man, and much more so to one 
ith such a highly sensitive nervous organism 
S he must possess. Were we told of physical 
ulture exercises, etc., such as would be deemed 
ise and proper before a group of young peo- 
le? Indeed not; he told us of how he came to 
rely on spiritual Sources for such endurance. 
S whole life is of such a piece, and his per- 
onality so handsomely unified that we had no 
scape from accepting his statements at face 
alue. “Speaking in five cities during eight days, 
rom three to six hours a day, he displayed his 
arvelous endurance. No man could doubt Dr. 
ones was graciously and more than humanly 
ustained.” 


IV 


Yet it must not be imagined that there is any 
f the aloofness either of the philosopher, the 
iets or the hermit in Dr. Jones. He is as hu- 

mn as the true pastor with the well- 
suned shepherd heart. While it appears in- 
svitable that a part at least of the reason for 
ais elevation of thought, sublimity of insight, 
und a certain poetic touch is due to much time 
spent in seclusion; yet those same qualities 
<eep so near the human level that he must have 
zained much from his sympathetic ability to 
ub shoulder to shoulder and heart to heart 
with his fellows. On one occasion I had ar- 
‘anged to take lunch with him. It was raining 
n torrents. So we had to dive into the nearest 
ating place that offered itself, and this hap- 
yened to be a crowded Jewish establishment. 
Jid his personality suffer by the unusual condi- 
ions? Not in the least. The rush through the 
ain, the undignified jostling among the crowd- 
d tables, the necessity of raising his voice al- 
nost to a shout in order to gain the mastery of 
ompeting sounds—these things brought out 
ust the humanity, the wit, the turns of phrase 
hat I wished to see. I suppose it was this hu- 
nan quality that made it possible for one girl 
whom Dr. Jones referred to—with an apology— 
s a “flapper”’) to say to him, on another oc- 
asion, “Gee, you walked all over my needs this 
norning. You got hold of me, boy.” 


Vv 


Recently I heard him speak for about an hour; 
0 say he carried the audience with him is to 


THE EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


put it mildly. It was a masterly address. It con- 
sisted of the two controlling passions of Dr. 
Jones’s life: missions and evangelism. It ex- 
pressed the aggressive rather than the cultural 
phases of Christianity. Is it because he has cap- 
tured these two aggressive features of our re- 
ligion that he captures the minds and hearts 
of hearers everywhere? That the Church must 
be aggressive—even to survive—goes without 
saying. Stanley Jones gives to the Church the 
key for her message today. 


VI 


He has one outstanding characteristic which 
is self-evident to everyone, and is doubtless the 
mainspring of everything we have thus far 
said: His heart is pure. The following shows 
that this purity is not of recent origin: 

“When I was deciding the matter of my life 
work after college graduation, I received a let- 
ter from a college president saying, ‘It is the 
will of the faculty, the will of the student body, 
the will of the townspeople, and I believe the 
will of God that you should come and teach 
here in the college.’ Another friend wrote say- 
ing that it was the will of God that I should go 
into the work of evangelism in the United 
States. The Mission Board wrote saying that 
it was their will to send me to India. Here was 
a traffic jam of wills! I took the Mission Board 
letter into my room, spread it out before God, 
and said, ‘My life is not my own. It is thine. Tell 
me what I must do.’ And very very clearly that 
Inner Voice said, ‘It is India.’ I arose assured 
and wrote the board that I was ready to go.” 

When Dr. Jones asked Gandhi for a message 
to the American people, Gandhi replied, “I can- 
not tell you a message, it must be lived out.” 
That is precisely what Stanley Jones does and 
why he is so convincing. What is more con- 
vincing of his simple purity than his account of 
how he asked God to give him a message for the 
great little man called Gandhi, and how God 
gave it to him. Other people might or might 
not doubt the supernatural origin of the mes- 
sage, but Stanley Jones certainly did not. I un- 
derstand that he receives only his regular salary 
of $1500 a year and gives all the money that 
comes to him in addition to this (and it is no 
small amount) to his missionary work. What 
could be more significant of him than the title 
of his monthly paper, published in India, The 
Fellowship of the Friends of Jesus—in brief, The 
Fellowship. Such a title suggests freedom from 
dogmatic shackles, freedom from mercenary mo- 
tivation, freedom from ecclesiastical homage. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God. How apt these words are as applied 
to Stanley Jones! 

There is one quality that distinguishes the 
preacher from all other public speakers: a cer- 
tain lyrical tone, either in his thought or speech, 
or both. Dr. Jones undoubtedly has this quality 
in his thought, though in his speech it is inter- 
fered with somewhat by a certain staccato ut- 
terance of his short sentences. But the lyrical 
quality is most certainly there, in spite of this 
limitation developed by much intimate inter- 
course with individuals. The lilt of the song is 
in all his thought, and his moods are aeolian in 
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their susceptibility to the breeze from the Di- 
vine. How does he come to possess this quality? 
In his thought it is due to the idealism of Jesus; 
in his poetic touch it is due to his sensibility to 
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the world in which he lives; and in his mystica 
insights it is due to the deep spiritual culture o: 
his early days matured in the company of thi 
sages of India. 


A TRANSITION IN CHRISTIAN THINKING 


By STEPHEN GILL SPOTTSWOOD 


eer. years ago the method of the critical 
analysis of the Bible and the body of Christian 
data had been well ushered in and seated in 
the temple of Christian thinking. For nearly a 
century honest minds had pioneered the motive 
and technique of critical analysis. The fruit of 
this pioneering was clearly discernible in the 
gradual enlistment in the army of the scien- 
tific method until many of the “most orthodox” 
of churchmen of that day were making the new 
approach to religion. 

While the method of critical analysis produced 
preachers who all but forsook the tenets of the 
church and many pulpits, once the citadels of 
conservatism, fairly shouted the most liberal 
ideas of Christian thinking, for the most part, 
the scholarly treatment of the heritages of the 
church gave new and helpful meaning to the 
changing social order of pre-war days. Church- 
men who had been sensing a lack of security, 
aside from their personal faith, in meeting the 
arguments of the more liberal-minded theolo- 
gians, now had a definite scientific background 
which threw light and utility upon the Holy 
Scriptures. The findings of archaeologists, lin- 
guists and delvers into contemporary Biblical 
literature and history could not be usurped any 
longer by ultra liberals who denounced historic 
Christian theology. Evangelical and conservative 
Christianity stood at the same cross-roads as 
the liberal churchmen and still chose the Scrip- 
tural way to everlasting life. 

Hastened by the war and accentuated by the 
psychological perplexities of that period, the 
method of critical analysis soon pushed Chris- 
tian thinking in the direction of a mechanistic 
humanism. The mechanistic lever found many 
and varied uses. By some it was dressed up in 
Evangelical clothes and became a seemingly suc- 
cessful subsequent to the method of critical 
analysis. With others, it took the place of all 
orthodoxy, conservative or liberal, and gave a 
most satisfying approach to Christian philoso- 
phy, more satisfying than had been previously 
offered to scholars of the church. 

A natural result of mechanistic humanism, 
with its cleverly developed graduation of all 
things relating to mankind, even to the field of 
religion, where mathematical precision and cir- 
cumscribed law determined the peculiarities of 
revealed religion, was the relegation of the 
mystical. The significant part that mysticism 
had played in the drama of religion was discard- 
ed backstage and the scientific deductions of the 
cinematograph were substituted. There seemed 
to be no longer a need for the beauty and senti- 


ment of the mystic. Here was a realm too clos 
to imagination to satisfy the mechanistic lis 
of the religious thinker a decade ago. Mysticisn 
had always been a personal utility. Most of th: 
mystics had been in great spiritual need, or th 
people to whom they prophesied had been or 
the border of spiritual and economic backslid. 
ing. Ten years ago, save for the irreducible mini. 
mum of the underprivileged, the people of thi: 
country were comparatively secure with an eco: 
nomic theology that permitted the shrewd te 
become rich and the everyday man to pile 
security, however hypothecated it may hav 
been. Mystical utterances, such as, “God wil 
provide” and “I have never seen the righteou 
forsaken and his seed begging bread,” were al 
but abandoned because there was, seemingly, 
scarcely any need for personal dependence upo1 
that mystical quality (and quantity) —THI 
PROVIDENCE OF GOD. The economic miracle 
of yesterday were surplanted by the moder! 
financial stratagems of wise investments, sellin; 
when prices rise, pooling money, high-pressur’ 
salesmanship and a score of other method 
that became the creeds and doctrines of ai 
economic theology by which many a man seri 
ously developed his religion in the realm a 
mechanistic humanism. Indeed, Jesus was of 
fered as a high-grade business executive an: 
Wall Street surplanted Jerusalem as the mecc: 
for the followers of the Nazarene. 

A negligible faith followed. It had its premise 
in scientific formulae. Its limitations were mark 
ed by that which could be proven with mathe 
matical precision and the laboratory methoo 
Of course, churchmen must have faith becaus 
this was one of the cardinal words in the ec 
clesiastical vocabulary. But faith had lost if 
essentiality and law and psychological process 
es were far more fundamental in the thinking c 
the church a decade ago. Indeed, the new psy 
chology had minimized such teachings of th 
church as sin and righteousness to a prescribe: 
state of mind. Sin was reduced to an obsessiox 
and righteousness was demonstrated as pure 
ly relative. Had the tide of measured scientifi 
thinking continued there is no telling where it 
ebb would have gone. Timid souls were le: 
stranded in the abandonment of old beliefs am 
more venturesome spirits were desperate in th 
mud-flats—far from the fast disappearing ws 
ters of their negligible faith. 

Christian thinking today has undergone 
tremendous transition. The years of depressic: 
have changed the outlook. Social doctrines, hel 
as economic heresy a decade ago, are admitte 
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y conservative thinkers today and largely 
opted by the governments as policies to insure 
Qe perpetuity of their respective common- 
ealths. Always moving along the border of the 
onomic wave, the church has found itself in 
peculiarly challenging position. It has at once 
nsed its commission to spread hope, create 
orale and relieve want in exceedingly difficult 
imes and, concurrently, has had to face the 
ard facts of a seriously curtailed income, de- 
leted staffs and mounting financial obligations. 
In such a perplexity, the leaders of the church 
ave been compelled to draw heavily upon their 
ccumulated resources and the findings of re- 
nt years in the realm of demonstrable spiritual 
malysis have not been sufficient for the present 
igency. Hence, Christian thinkers have drawn 
the inexhaustible store of truth that has sur- 
ved the years of purely scientific theology and 
day in the sermons and addresses of church- 
en there is a new note of mysticism that clear- 
shows a transition in Christian thinking. 

This writer has had personal contacts with 
ores of preachers whose sermons ten years ago 
but ruled out the mystical. Now these same 
holars of the pulpit are definitely preaching 
e eminence of the God who notes the fall of 
sparrow. Recently in a meeting of clergymen 
which “Dynamic Religious Experiences” was 
e theme, a number of preachers told of the 
ersonal Providence of God in supplying their 
ieeds in mystical ways despite curtailed salary 
chedules and irregular salary checks. Ten years 
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ago most of these preachers would have scoffed 
at the idea of relying upon a mystical Provi- 
dence to pay insurance premiums and their 
children’s college tuition. Some of these preach- 
ers depended upon parish investments and the 
subscriptions of 1928-29 prosperity-wave mem- 
bers to finance their programs. Today, these men 
are carrying on much the same work (and 
with greatly decreased staffs) largely on faith! 

A young preacher proudly displayed a six dol- 
lars salary check the other day—from a church 
that paid him ten times that amount weekly 
three years ago—and stated with confidence that 
God would multiply the money to supply the 
needs of his household. 

The resort to the mystical is not universal nor 
is it the sole recoupment of the church in days 
of depression but it indicates a reversion to 
active, practical, germane faith. It signifies that 
Christian scholars are keenly conscious of the 
fact that the old, elemental faith, exemplified 
by the Hebrew prophets and tersely indorsed 
by Jesus, has its place in Christian thinking 
along with the more scientific trend of our 
thinking a few years ago. This transition in 
Christian thinking is merely the re-germination 
of faith. Perhaps faith will find a more secure 
place in the scholarship of the church because 
of today’s practical appreciation of mysticism 
and the faith of Jesus’ parable: “As a grain of 
mustard seed,” may be given standing in the 
scientific formulae of demonstrable religious 
experience. 


IF | WERE A PREACHER 


By A. H. C. MORSE 


—Which I am. I’m not only a preacher, but a 
reacher of much experience; by which I mean, 
ve been a preacher for years. I know the 
reacher’s job, both inside and out; by which 
mean I know it both by experience and ob- 
srvation. I’m venturing therefore to say what 
d do, if I had it all to do over again. 

Well, I’d do it! That is I’d go into the ministry 
ist as I did; only more eagerly, and if possible 
t a younger age. No profession offers to me 
> many inducements as the ministry. If a 
reacher has studious tastes, he can indulge 
aem to the full. His time is his own; for though 
e may be the servant of his church, his church 
- not his boss. His friends are all his before 
ven he meets them, and are awaiting him upon 
is arrival to take up his work. Everyone is his 
iend. Everyone takes him at his best. Every 
ome is open to him. Moreover his Calling 
rompts him to think constantly on good things, 
nd his duty requires him to impart such of 
1ese as he can to others. And one day in the 
eek is set apart for him to gather such peo- 
le as he can to hear him. For these reasons 
e has an advantage over every other man in 
1e place. 

Having said all this, I hasten to add that if 


I had it all to do over again, I’d endeavor to 
do it better. 

I’d make more of my Bible. ’'d make it the 
great book of my study, and the great book of 
my preaching. I’d master it; so far as that is 
possible. By preaching it, I’d be saved from the 
temptation to preach Literature, or Science, or 
Politics or Technocracy! I’d study the Bible more 
than I’d study what men say of the Bible. I'd 
begin early in my ministry to make myself fa- 
miliar with it, both in general and in partic- 
ular. And I’d be ashamed if I didn’t know it as 
well as the doctor knows his Materia Medica; 
or the lawyer, the decisions of the courts; or 
the teacher, the alphabet! I’d do this for four 
reasons: It’s the creditable thing to do; the 
fascinating thing to do; the effective thing to 
do, and it is what people have a right to expect 
me to do. I shouldn’t pick out the easy parts, 
simply because they are easy; but I’d study the 
the hard parts till they also became easy. It is 
good mental exercise. Morever, the likelihood is 
they are most important. I shouldn’t go to the 
Bible with my ideas; but to get ideas. I’d go to 
the Bible, like I go to the bank—to get some- 
thing with which I could afterward get any- 


thing. 
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If I were preparing, once more, to enter the 
ministry, so far as I could I’d cultivate three 
things: I’d learn to sing. I know I could learn, 
because any one who can speak can also sing, 
if he'll try; or at least if he will learn. Td not 
only learn to sing, but I’d learn to lead singing. 
And I'd hope my parents would have taken such 
pains with me, when I was a lad, that I’d al- 
ready be able to play some musical instrument, 
preferably the piano. I’d master the art of ex- 
pression, so that people could understand when 
I spoke. For that reason I’d have regard to my 
voice, and my style of expression; and be so 
simple that a child could understand. It is my 
conviction that a preacher who cannot be un- 
derstood by a child, doesn’t really understand, 
himself. 

Having entered the ministry, I’d never preach 
my doubts; nor even mention them. That doesn’t 
mean I’d refuse to read widely; for I should. 
I’d read everything. That would be in my study. 
I wouldn’t bring anything half-baked into the 
pulpit. If my reading had in any way upset me, 
on any subject I’d never mention that subject 
in my pulpit until I had recovered my balance, 
on one side or the other. Then if it were im- 
portant for the people to know, I’d preach it in 
earnest: if not, I’d forget it. The people do not 
have to know all that the preacher knows. They 
need only to know what is important. Conse- 
quently, I shouldn’t be drawn off into the ques- 
tion of the two Isaiahs; nor into the composite 
make-up of the Books of Samuel and Chroni- 
cles; nor into the authorship of the Pentateuch; 
nor into numerous things of like nature. If I 
had in my congregation, students who wanted to 
ask questions about these things, I’d permit it, 
and endeavor to answer them. But I shouldn’t 
waste the time, nor punish the patience, of the 
people by preaching about them. They aren’t 
the Gospel any way. 

If I were a preacher, I’d determine to preach 
as though I meant it. People yield their hearts 
to preachers who are in earnest. By this, I do 
not mean to preachers who saw the air, or 
shout, or pound the pulpit, or froth at the 
mouth; or worse still, wave their handkerchiefs 
and speak in sepulchral tones. I mean to those 
who apparently believe what they preach, and 
are naturally in earnest. If the Spirit of the 
Lord fills a man with a worthwhile truth, that 
man will be naturally on fire. His face will show 
it, and his voice, and his sermon: whether that 
sermon be written and read, or memorized and 
supported with an enabling note, or be spoken 
ex tempore—after great preparation! 

If I were a preacher, I’d try to read the Bible 
better than it is commonly read in the pulpit. 
I'd try to make it a present-day translation, 
but by mastering the standard translations. For 
this reason I’d memorize large portions of the 
Bible, so I could read it as naturally as any one 
can read the Lord’s Prayer. It is fine mental 
exercise. Moreover, it would enable me to get the 
Bible into the heads of the people, without hav- 
ing at the same time to get my own head into 
the Bible! The people will look at the preacher 
who looks at them. He'll have their attention 
from the first, and he’ll be more likely to retain 
it through his sermon. I’d soak myself in the 
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actual language of the Bible, because it is the 
best language to be found. 

I’d write my sermons; and that for three rea- 
sons: It would enrich my vocabulary, and im- 
prove my style, and save time—I mean, of the 
people! When a man writes what he means tc 
say, he’ll know when he is through, and stop: 
Otherwise he is likely to go on, and so wear 
out the people that they’ll propose engaging the 
next preacher for half-time! I shouldn’t reac 
my sermons; and if possible I’d escape ever 
the use of a note. It can be done. 

If I were a preacher, I’d be a pastor: by whick 
I mean,-I’d consider preaching but half my job: 
and not the more important half at that. Ic 
drop into people’s homes unexpectedly; but not 
simply in a casual way. I’d go there as a pastor 
I’d go into their homes, just as I go into my owr 
home; and be just as natural. If I couldn’t get 
in at the front door, I’d go around to the back 
door, and so lead my people to think I was 
interested in them; that their cares were my 
cares, and then they might come to think mj 
cares were also theirs. I’d be one of the family: 
so they needn’t withhold anything from me 
either of joy or sorrow, or sin. 

I shouldn’t have any favorites. There mighi 
be people who’d be more congenial than others 
and whom I’d more enjoy. But they wouldn’t be 
favorites. I’d call on all alike; and I’d do thi: 
not so much for what I might get in return 
but for what I might be able to give. Tha’ 
would determine the length of my call. Some 
people can make a longer call by simply nodding 
to one on the street, than others can make ir 
one hour’s visit. They speak to their friends a: 
skippers hail a passing ship. They are cheerfu 
and helpful. If one gets that, what does hi 
care whether it be in his parlor, or on Broad 
way? It is not a question as to how long i 
takes, but how long it lasts. 

I’d call on my people as pastor. That doesn’ 
mean I’d always talk religion; nor always as: 
semble the frightened family, and catechiz 
them on their spiritual state, and end by read: 
ing the Bible, and prayer. Nevertheless, | 
shouldn’t regard I had a made a pastoral call i 
I simply talked of their health, and inquirec 
how the children were getting along at school 
and chucked the baby under the chin! I’d com 
to the point. Nowhere can a preacher help hi 
people quite so much, as in respect of sin an 
temptation and prayer and giving and forgiv 
ing; and of Bible reading, and doubts an 
dreams. And a wise pastor can so direct th 
conversation, that one or more of these topic 
will naturally come into view. And when th 
preacher is gone, the people will feel they hav 
had a different sort of call. 

If I were a preacher, I’d magnify the home 
I’d make a note of all weddings and births an 
funerals, and casually drop in on those anni 
versaries; or at least send a suitable card. Peo 
ple love anniversaries, and love people who re 
member them. 

I'd call on business men sometimes in thei 
Offices; taking pains always to’ be brief, an 
remembering the motto that hangs in som 
offices: IF YOU HAVE A HALF HOUR T 
SPEND, DON’T SPEND IT WITH A MAN WH 
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ASN’T. I’d never look for a formal return of 
y call; but I should expect that if my call 
ad been well made, I’d see those men in my 
ngregation next Sunday. 

If I were a preacher I shouldn’t attempt to 
m my church. I’m sure preachers never should 
their churches. The preacher who runs his 
urch, is likely to run it into the ground; or 
in it, and at the same time ruin both his 
sefulness and his religion. I have in mind some 
reachers. What they say goes, or they go; and 
is commonly they. They are preachers of zeal 
nd impatience. They love their churches, but 
y in their way. They are so strong, they weak- 
their people; and do things so admirably, 
at their people do nothing. If I were a preach- 
r, I'd be a minister; and remember that the 
ord minister means servant; and especially 
at head minister does not mean head boss. 
’d try to be a leader; and as such I’d try to be 
atient. I'd remember that, though the course 
propose may be perfectly plain to me, because 
*ve thought upon it, it may not be so plain to 
thers yet. And until I can get the idea over to 
hem, I must not be impatient with their in- 


If I were a preacher I shouldn’t run the fi- 
ances of the church. I shouldn’t even try to 
0 it, either by pulpit appeal, or by domineer- 
ng subscription lists, or by denominational com- 
arisons, or by any other sort of eccleciastical 
nold-up. I’d try to lead the people into the 
spirit of sacrifice; and I’d do this by personal 
sacrifice. I’d try to inspire zeal, by personal 
zeal. I wouldn’t try to run the church Officers, 
sither by disregarding them, or by overruling 
chem or by erasing them. I’d try to lead them 
oy getting them to work. In this way I’d know 
shey’d be of more worth to me than a large 
staff of paid assistant pastors. 

I shouldn’t run the Sunday-School, nor the 
4adies’ Aid, nor the Young People’s Societies. 
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ii shouldn’t even run the Sunday services by 
holding up my own notions of these things, and 
then hauling the people up to them by the ears. 
And I shouldn’t run the prayer service by scold- 
ing the faithful few because the others were 
not there. I’d know that in the last analysis, the 
interest of the people in these things is up to 
me; and if I failed to interest them I’d search 
for the cause in myself. 

Suppose the people don’t want to be led? that 
they won't be led? that they want to lead, them- 
selves? I’d egg them on! It is a poor church 
that has but one leader, even though he be the 
pastor. One of the first duties of a pastor is 
to produce leaders. Therefore, let him rejoice 
when he sees one trying to emerge. Suppose one 
tries to lead in the wrong direction? Well, I’d 
make sure in the first place, that it is wrong; 
it may be simply new. Then if I became con- 
vinced it was wrong, I’d walk straight up to it, 
and whirl it about! One cannot serve a church 
better than by preventing wrong leadership. 
But I’d do even this, as a servant and not as 
a boss. Run a church, and it will run away from 
you. Serve it, and it will follow anywhere. 

If I were a preacher I shouldn’t be afraid of 
failure. I know some preachers fail; but so do 
some lawyers and some doctors and some 
grocers, and some bankers. The proportion in 
the ministry is not greater than in other pro- 
fessions; not even so great. It only seems great- 
er, because preachers are more noticeable. The 
preacher’s life is a public life. Every one sees 
him. Other things being equal, the man who’d 
fail in the ministry would fail any where. There’s 
no alibi in that direction. 

In conclusion, therefore I append four simple 
counsels for preachers: 

Do not fear the face of man. 

Work hard. 

Love your people. 

Trust the Lord. 


LITTLE VISITS TO THE HOMES OF JESUS 


By JOHN ANDREW HOLMES 


IV. Bethany: Where He Was Always Welcome 


Less than two miles east of Jerusalem, on the 
outh slope of a hill which goes by the name of 
he Mount of Olives, the modern traveller comes 
0 a dilapidated village of perhaps two score 
tone houses. This place is called El-Azeriyeh, 
vhich means the village of Lazarus, long ago 
nown as Bethany, a name signifying the place 
f poverty, or perhaps the place of dates. No 
onger are there any date palms to justify the 
atter appellation, but there is as much poverty 
s ordinarily is accommodated by a large city. 
For the purpose of securing such “baksheesh,” 
ach of the ruins of the town is falsely repre- 
ented as having had to do with the life of 
lesus. No one can escape the swarm of insectiv- 
rous Mohammedan Arab boys who insist on 


showing these fraudulent places. “Baksheesh, 
Meester—a leetle geeft! Show you tomb of 
Lazarus! Baksheesh! Baksheesh!’”’ When I can 
bear this begging no longer, I exclaim: “Not 
tomb of Lazarus, but tomb of Baksheesh! Show 
me tomb of Baksheesh!” And one lad replies, 
with a broad grin, “Old Baksheesh, he never 
die!” 

Doubtless two thousand years ago Bethany 
was attractive. Among its trees were the myrtle 
and the pine. From its palms, which strikingly 
contrasted with its pine trees, many took 
branches to strew in the way of the Son of 
David. In a literal sense, Bethany contained 
no home of Jesus. But if the house of his par- 
ents was in Nazareth and “his own house” was 


THE EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


March, 193 


Page 152TH EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW __March, 193 


in Capernaum, there was also a dwelling of 
his in Bethany. To this house he held an un- 
clouded title—the title of mutual affection be- 
tween him and those who dwelt in it. Above all 
the homes in Palestine, here was the one where 
friends always welcomed him. R 

Of the five spots which may be called his 
homes, this one in Bethany was the only one 
which held no tragic meaning for him. From 
two of his home towns he barely escaped with 
his life and upon two others he pronounced 
woes because they had rejected him, but in 
Bethany he always found solace and peace. It 
is distinctly stated in the record that Jesus 
loved each of the occupants of this home— 
Martha who doubtless was the eldest, her sister 
Mary and their younger brother Lazarus—and 
even were this not expressly stated, it is abund- 
antly evident from the scripture. For no other 
family did he show such fondness. 

How was it that he became so close a friend 
to each of these young people in a town so far 
from home? It is possible to make a good guess. 
According to the Jewish law, it would have 
been his duty three times a year to attend a 
feast in Jerusalem. That city evidently was a 
small one, yet between two and three million 
people are said to have gathered there for a 
single feast. It was much as if the entire Ameri- 
can people should congregate the same week in 
one of our largest cities. 

Certainly- the city alone could not have ac- 
commodated the larger number of its pilgrim 
guests. Hotels were almost entirely lacking and 
private guest rooms soon were full. Many came 
in long caravans, which camped outside the city 
gates, and of course the suburbs were crowded. 
Under such circumstances, what more likely 
than that Joseph and Mary, with their adoles- 
cent children, stopped with a certain family 
in Bethany, which was situated within walking 
distance on the road which they naturally would 
have taken? An opportunity would thus have 
been afforded for the growth of a fine friend- 
ship between the youthful Jesus of Nazareth 
and the congenial young folks of that Bethany 
household. When entertainers and entertained 
had become old friends, each feast was naturally 
the occasion of a fondly anticipated re-union. 

This was by no means the only home in which 
Jesus sojourned. Everywhere the guest rooms 
and the tables of all classes welcomed him free- 
ly. Though it is true that he once said, “The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven 
have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where 
to lay his head,” these words could not have 
been intended to apply to his ministry as a 
whole. 

While we know that sometimes he bought 
food, at least outside the borders of his own 
land, yet as far as we have any record there 
was only one occasion when he was refused 
hospitality, and that was among the Samaritans, 
whose patriotism largely consisted of hatred of 
his nation. Even among such hostile people, who 
“had no dealings with the Jews,” he once “abode 
two days,” because they besought him to do so. 
The rich and the poor, the learned and the 
ignorant, the respectable Pharisees and the out- 
cast publicans, alike welcomed him to their 


houses. Indeed, one of the principal complaint 
against him was that he did not refuse mor 
invitations to dine, many of which came to hir 
from sinners. The night immediately precedin 
his last arrival as a guest in Bethany, he stop 
ped with a certain rich rascal down in Jerich 
who, though he gave him but a single night’ 
lodging, received from him no less than eterne 
life. Wherever he went, Jesus found a bed an 
board. Yet there was one place above all other 
which seemed home to him when he was awa 
from home. 

In every picture which is shown us of Jesu 
as a guest in that Bethany household, the re 
sponsibilities of the house are being borne b 
Martha. In this case, she seems a bit out co 
temper with her sister, who is quite conten 
to let her do as much as she will, and she ask 
Jesus to bid Mary perform part of the work 
“Don’t you care,” she asks, “that my sister make 
me do everything?” 

“Martha, Martha,” replies her guest, “you ar 
anxious and troubled about too many things 
Don’t go to so much trouble for me—one thin: 
is plenty. Then it will not matter so much tha 
Mary likes to sit here. In preferring to tarry ant 
listen to me, I think she has made a wise choice 
You must not expect me to send my audienc 
away!” 

This diplomatic and half-humorous reply di 
not mean that the Master failed to appreciat: 
Martha. Surely he knew well enough that th 
comfort of a guest is not a thing which take 
care of itself. 

Probably, as portrayed in Siemiradski’s famow 
painting, Martha had a large house on he 
hands, and of course she enjoyed none of ou 
modern devices for saving work. Instead of turn 
ing a faucet, some one had to bring water o1 
her head all the way from the public fountain 
and there was no telephone by which to orde 
groceries delivered. In such a house, somebod: 
had to be responsible for a large amount o 
work, and that indispensable person in this cas 
was Martha. Every time that we are privilege: 
to look into her home, it is obvious that it i 
Martha who is seeing to it that practical mat 
ters are not allowed to go by default. 

Of quite a different type was Mary, who mor 
than once must have been rather trying to he 
sister. Yet she was a marvelously fine youn; 
woman, whose appreciation and love of Jesu 
stand out in every scene in which she appears 

We always come upon her sitting at his feet 
When Martha feels aggrieved because she is lef 
alone with the household duties, there sits Mar 
at the Master’s feet, absorbed in his words, an 
he declines to rebuke her for it. When later h 
returns from beyond the Jordan after the deatl 
of Lazarus, Mary does not come to meet hin 
until she is called by the alert and responsibl 
Martha, but when she arrives she falls agait 
at his feet, and it is in sympathy with he 
grief as he sees her there in tears that, groan 
ing in spirit and weeping, he performs the great: 
est of his miracles. When still later Martha i 
serving at a supper, this deep-souled Mar 
lavishes upon his feet her precious spikenard 
and again he refuses to rebuke her, but instea 
praises her for having wrought a good worl 


Enough has never been said of the strength 
Wfor his final ordeal which the supreme martyr 
f the ages received from such incidents as this 
yof the ointment. It required every ounce of 
spiritual power to drive himself forward 

the consummation of his purpose. The famous 
ene in the garden of Gethsemane was not a 
ragic enactment in a drama which had been 
written for an actor who had no choice but to 


In those last days, Jesus prayed fervently to 
God for strength. At best he received none too 
much to see him through, and how much of this 
came through his friends! Friends, like stars, 
shine brightest when one’s world is dark, and in 
his darkest hours the loyalty of his friends 
empowered him. 

Mary of Bethany was such a friend. At a 
critical hour in his last days, she broke her 
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alabaster box of exceeding precious nard and 
“wasted” it upon his feet, as “some that had 
indignation” put it. With the clear-cut portraits 
which the gospels show us of these two sisters, 
it seems unfortunate that we have no such 
picture of their brother. Lazarus seems to have 
been younger than either Martha or Mary, and 
Jesus has made him famous, but his personality 
is left almost entirely to our imagination, and 
it must suffice us to know that of all the men 
of Palestine outside Galilee, he is the only one 
with whom the Master was on terms of such 
intimate friendship that it is stated in the rec- 
ord that he loved him. We must be content to 
know that this young man was one of the three 
dear souls who provided him a nightly haven 
from the daily storms of his passion week. 
Without their sympathetic friendship, who can 
say that even he could have borne up and car- 
ried on throughout the days of strain which 
composed that incredibly bitter week? It was 
from this home in Bethany that he finally 
passed to heaven, as there of all spots on earth 
he had felt that heaven was nearest. 


A CHURCH PROGRAM BASED ON ACTION 


By LILLIAS A. JOY 


ARTICLE IV. 

(See page 84, February issue for Article III) 

Three veteran teachers, members of the Mid- 
week group, faced one another after the third 
meeting and said, “Is the method of free par- 
ticipation really being tested? Are we securing 
results and if so do those results point for- 
ward or backward?” The frank uncertainty of 
these three and their confidence in the eager- 
ness and perfect willingness of all the volunteer 
leaders caused them to present to leader No. 4 
their evaluation of meetings 1, 2 and 3, exactly 
as presented in the foregoing articles. No word 
has been spoken before the evening meetings 
under leaders 2 and 3, because of fear of cramp- 
ing their personal treatment. The immediate 
reaction of teacher No. 4 in his own words 
was: “The outline I distributed contains too 
much.” “I see the idea but I wonder if I will 
be nimble enough in thought during the meeting 
to carry it out.” 


QUESTIONS DISTRIBUTED 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE: Problem, Consid- 
eration of our personal and group responsibility 
in meeting the challenge of non-observance of 
the Sabbath. Physical, Mental, and Spiritual 
values of the reverently observed Sabbath. 

Factors in our modern life tending toward 
destruction of the Sabbath. What changes are 
they effecting in us as individuals and as a na- 
tion? WNon-observance the cause or result of 
these factors? What reply can be made to those 
who say the Sabbath is the only time they have 


for: (a) Rest, (b) Pleasure, (c) Personal Work. 

Sabbath observance and legislation: Is legis- 
lation effective? Where should Sabbath observ- 
ance properly be centered? What can we do, 
as individuals and as a group, to meet the chal- 
lenge of non-observance of the Sabbath? 


QUESTIONS PLACED ON BOARD 
AT THE MEETING 


SUNDAY OBSERVANCE: What do I do that 
is worshipful Sunday Morning, from the time of 
opening my eyes until dinner? Or What can I 
say about Sunday Morning? What do I do Sun- 
day afternoon or evening? Or What can I say 
about Sunday afternoon or evening? 


OUTLINE OF THE CONTENT OF THE HOUR 


PROGRAM: 12 Present, 11 took part, 4 prayed 
aloud, 12 prayed silently, 1 did not respond (the 
organist) . 

Hymn: (10 minutes). Chosen by leader. 

Prayer: (5 minutes). Silent prayer concluded 
aloud by leader. 

Bible: (10 minutes). Old Testament passages 
on subject the “Sabbath.” Read by the leader— 
Gen. 2:23; Ex. 16:23; Ex. 20:8; Ex. 31:12-17. New 
Testament passages on subject “Sabbath.” Read 
silently by the people—Luke 6:1-11; Luke 13:10- 
17; John 5:1-18. 

Topic: (45 minutes). Introductory remarks of 
leader: “My questions were only suggestive. They 
may serve you but as points of departure.” “They 
may recall experiences of your own in connec- 


(Continued on Page 204) 


Dip Chan Gio. 


BLIND FLYING 


At sixty-four he decided he would learn to fly. 
At sixty-six he handled his four-place cabin 
plane, in which we flew to Mexico, as a master. 

He smilingly told me that while he flew the 
ship ninety percent of the time and had already 
flown over two hundred hours, it was comfort- 
able to him to know that at his side sat a licens- 
ed transport pilot who has flown for years, to 
whom he could turn over the controls should it 
ever appear advisable. On the three thousand 
mile flight that appeared advisable but once. 

We were on our return. The sky had been dark 
and hazy most of the trip. Repeatedly, Pete, the 
pilot, put the phones to his ears to pick up 
broadcasts of weather conditions ahead. It was 
not too promising. The report we received at the 
airport in Memphis promised poor flying weath- 
er, low ceiling, poor visibility, increasingly, as 
we drove on through the upper reaches toward 
Cleveland. It hardly looked possible to fly on 
through. Our plan was to try to make Columbus, 
sit down there and spend the night. 

Before we crossed the Ohio River the station 
at Memphis called our ship to inform us that 
conditions continued bad along the miles ahead. 
The lower air into which low ceilings forced us 
became choppy and rough and the plane bobbed 
about as a small craft on a stormy water. Haze 
closed in around us and he whose ship it was, 
still at the controls, nosed it upward where the 
going was not so rough. 

Flakes of clouds scuddled by below, like huge 
white feathers of down. Still we climbed and 
what at first were little puffs of clouds grew and 
united until as far as eye could reach, there 
spread out below an endless sea of churning 
down. 

At this point the pilot leaned over to his em- 
ployer and said, “Maybe I had better take it for 
a while.” Having taken the controls the engine 
was throttled down, the nose dipped and down 
we started, shortly to be swallowed by the clouds 
below. From the point where we entered to the 
point where we came out below the clouds, it 
was almost a thousand feet. Once out where we 
could see, if poorly, Pete returned the controls 
to the owner. 

There comes a time in the lives of most of us, 
when haze and fog and mist blanket us close 
and leave us utterly in a world apart and alone. 
We lose all sense of direction, of location, of mo- 
tion, of independence. It is then that it is com- 
forting to know that we have one near who has 
passed that way before and in whose guiding 
hand lies the way to security. It is only as you 
yourself have found your way through the blind 
spots of life that you can assist others who 
travel that way. It still remains true that the 
blind cannot lead the blind. There are still those 
who ak 7 you when the way is not clear. Can 
you pilo em through? QrQ) 


ANOTHER MEMBER 


A Missionary friend in India writes: “We have : 
just received a new member into our church. He : 
is a man of some importance, and when bap- 
tised the pastor said most graciously to the 
congregation: ‘When a new child comes into 
our families, we are very happy. We make all 
kinds of sacrifices, and are willing to assume re- 
sponsibilities and bear all kinds of trouble. To- 
day a new spiritual child has come into our 


- church family. We must rejoice, not only in his 


coming, but be prepared to make sacrifices and 
assume responsibilities for him.’” 

This simple and beautiful statement reveals 
the generous heart of a pastor, and his quality 
of grace. Such love should inspire us all with a 
new sense of obligation and privilege in our 
church, congregational life and home. “Bear ye 
one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”,—John Timothy Stone. 


*PRASIAI"” 


It is a Greek word, found only once in the 
New Testament, in the sixth chapter of Mark. 
It signifies garden beds, with the flowers ranged 
in orderly masses, as we plant tulips. 

But Mark is thinking of people, not of flowers. 
He tells us that there was a jostling, tired, hun- 
gry crowd in a desert place and that Jesus had 
compassion on them and directed His followers 
to feed them. “And they sat down in ranks, like 
the flowers in a garden.” 

Sometimes little children, all washed and 
clean, dressed in pink and white, remind us of 
the lilies of the field; but this was a motley 
crowd of the ruck and rabble of humanity, with 
ragged, unkempt men, slatternly women and 
dirty children clamoring for bread. It was such 
a crowd as the fastidious person would avoid, a 
multitude of the “great unwashed”; but the men 
who had been near Jesus remembered them, 
there on the plain in the rosy light of sunset, 
as a garden, lovely to look upon. 

What do you see when you look at the crowd? 
The missionary finds beauty of character among 
the lowly occupants of the jungle hut. The 
social worker, whose vocation is true, sees the 
colors of the eternal amid the city slums. There 
are color-blind people who miss the beauty of 
the spring landscape and there are soul-blind 
people who miss the beauty that others see in 
common, struggling, hungering humanity. 

Surely there is no gift more likely to increase 
our usefulness than the gift of appreciating 
mankind. We cannot serve the world well when 
we mingle our compassion with repugnance and 
pass out our alms with shudders. 

There is the crowd. What do you see? The 
answer, perhaps, will tell you what you are 
—Alvin E. Magary. 
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HAVING SET HAND TO PLOUGH 


The last few years have been not without 
their bright spots. Nor has it taken the entire 
run of the times to indicate the inspiring man- 
ner in which hands, once set to the plough, 
have taken renewal of grip. 

Upon the readers of a publication no less than 
upon the publication itself, the last few years 
have been not too easy. Both have had to figure 
the cost of the step contemplated prior to its be- 
ing taken. That both have done so is indicated 
by the fact that both are active today, grateful 
for today, hopeful for tomorrow and, with a 
tightened grip, looking to and planning for to- 
morrow. : 

Letters have filled my mail testifying glorious- 
ly of faith, of hope, of determination. Lacking 
these today the churchman lacks mightily of 
the essentials to his task. Materially reduced 
Salaries, heart-rending salary arrears, increased 
costs of living, reduced gross income, these and 
a host of other problems face the church work- 
er. Yet the letters tell of new parsonages, re- 
duced debts, “the third son enters college this 
fall on his way toward the seminary,” and a host 
of other matters one would feel to be impossible. 
Yet the work goes on. The Kingdom prospers. 

Today a letter comes which tugs at my heart- 
strings. Naturally, reduced income necessitates 
reduced expenditures. How often have letters 
come saying, “we have cut everywhere except 
The Expositor.” Now comes this one to say, “we 
have built a new parsonage, bought new furni- 
ture, have a new baby in it and with Christmas 
on us we are financially strained.” But he wants 
his favored magazine. 

Strained? Maybe, but hardly fractured when 
we grip anew the old plough handle and strug- 
gle on to a straight furrow. Strained? Maybe, 
but still wanting THE EXPOSITOR and HOMI- 
LETIC REVIEW along with the companion vol- 
ume, The Ministers Annual, Strained, but not 
fractured. The church has use for many more 
such. The Expositor and Homiletic Review can- 
not-help a quitter. As long as you work, we will 
work with you and for you. Together we can go 
a long way, even though “strained,” provided you 
hang on to your plough handle. g 

Qs 


SPEED 
The official publication of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce is The Nations Business. 
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Speaking of the outlook for the Automobile 
business for 1935, its story is brief. “Better roads 
make possible, even inevitable, higher speed. 
But higher speed makes necessary more power- 
ful brakes.” 

It’s like a problem in diet which baffled a 
more youthful year of mine. Why sprinkle sugar 
on sliced tomatoes to make them sweet and 
then vinegar to make them sour. 

Whether it be Parish or Packard, he progresses 
farthest and with the greatest degree of safety, 
who makes haste slowly and whose interest is 
not so much in streamlined speed and super- 
power as in safe arrival. The greater the speed 
attained, the greater the risk, the more disas- 
trous the ever increasing crash. 

Old sleepy eyed, shaggy coated Dobbin, as he 
oozed his fly-pestered way along the dusty roads, 
never was ticketed for undue speed. Between 
Dobbin and the modern flash of stream lined 
car there is a sane and sober medium. With an 
increase in speed, statistics point to an inevit- 
able increase in fatalities. It can be no other 
way. The “quick and the dead” takes on a new 
significance which should point both The Na- 
tions Business and the Church toward thought 
for the safety of the pedestrian rather than 
speed, even more speed, for the Charioteer. 


re 


A FEW WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 


1. The parking problem is not confined to 
cities but is the curse of many, a crowded and 
troubled brain. 

2. Few of the men and women about us today 
have what they want, and few want what they 
have. 

3. Our generation is trying to find a way to 
drink its way to prosperity, to destroy its way 
to plenty of food and clothing, to war its way 
to peace, to hate its way to love, to sin its way 
to God and happiness, to drift its way upstream. 

4. Some people divide their lives into com- 
partments of unpalatable labor, bored leisure, 
frantic amusement and exhausted rest. 

5. One of the munition manufacturers adver- 
tises and sells “armor-piercing projectiles” and 
“non-pierceable armor plate,” thus proving that 
consistency is a rare jewel. 

6. The champion hen is the one that lays the 
most eggs, not the one that has the loudest 
cackle or the longest tail feather—Charles F. 


Banning. 


FROM MY READING 


Moral courage is dug in only one mine—the 
mine of God. 

The cold hard fact is that it does not take 
much of a man to be a Christian, but it takes 
all there is of him. 

All I can do is to offer the same suggestions 
as that offered nineteen hundred years ago by 


one young man to another young man whose 
questionings caused him to hesitate: “Come and 


see.” 
We shall ultimately get that for which we 


prepare. 
Fame and fortune are not touchstones by 


which men are judged. 


3 
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ni]. mak experiments do we win ex- the greatest miracle of all, carries them. 

ea ae Christianity has a ritual but is not a ritual; 

When someone approached Washington with it has beliefs but is not a belief; it has institu- 
flatterly during that gruelling winter at Valley tions but is not an institution. 
Forge, he turned him abruptly aside with the If we were to wander out some evening to the 
question: “How do you stand with reference to Flower Observatory, we would not stand long 
the cause which I represent?” marvelling at the great instrument itself. We 

Words are like push-buttons, they ring bells. would make haste to look, not at, but through 

There is no one more pathetic in life thanthe it and immediately would the glories and won- 
man educated beyond his intelligence and with ders of a new universe be brought into view. 
just enough learning to misquote. All too frequently have clergymen made them- 

We must be inspired by worthy motives in all selves ridiculous by going into the world of banks 
human dealings and relationships. They do and factories and merchandise with murmurs of 
mould the course of human history. pious impracticalities. 

Why spend all our time determining the mo- I would figuratively interpret a parasite to 
tives which make us behave like human beings mean, “one who goes through a revolving door 
when, as a matter of fact, we should behave like on somebody else’s push.” 


sons of God. The British soldiers were no braver than the 
A religious motive is essential to maximum French soldiers, but they were brave five min- 
efficiency and usefulness. utes longer at Waterloo. 
God is not a problem to be solved but a Toiler The thing to be afraid of is not that we 
to be joined. shall fail but that we shall be content with 
Since Christ’s birth, the world has been dif- cheap and easy successes—prosperity, respect- 
ferent and life has made sense. ability, mediocrity. 
Jesus would rather be denied by a true man There are a few men in each generation who 
than professed by a liar. have exceptional ability, just as there are a few 
More people read Matthew and John today four leaf clovers; but the grass is kept green and 
than read Homer, Virgil or Shakespeare. herds are nourished by the presence in abun- 
Whether we like it or not, man’slifeand con- dance of three leaf clover. 
duct can never rise higher than his conception Clemenceau wrote, “I have seen too much and 
of God. ; know too much. If I wrote my memoirs, not a 


There is no king or emperor or leader who man would go to war, even if the security of 
could today summon so large a host of devoted his country demanded it.”"—J.M.R., From 
volunteers, ready to live or die for him, as Jesus. “WITHOUT COMPROMISE,” by W. Brooke 

We need not enlist the miracles to interpret Stabler, Chap. Univ. of Penn., Univ. of Pennsyl- 
or bolster up Jesus. They do not carry Him. He vania Press. 
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WORKABLE CHURCH PLANS 


By CHRISTIAN F. REISNER 


1. How Can I Increase the Regular Attendance 
At Church. 


Plan the service to last just one hour. Create 
a God-conscious atmosphere by ritual, surround- 
ings and expectant prayer. Have an attitude of 
mind that expects a receptive and cooperative 
spirit. Organize the men, or the women; or the 
young people to canvass the membership and 
use a card like this. 


CHURCH ATTENDANCE RALLY 


“Let us not neglect meeting together 
as some do.” 
(Godspeed’s translation Heb. 10:25) 

In order to culture my own spiritual life, to 
insure the success of my church, Broadway 
Temple (Methodist) for the sake of my example 
and to encourage the cooperation of others I 
desire to be recorded as one who will attend at 
least one service a Sunday from now until Easter 
unless detained by circumstances over which I 
have no control. 


Cee esse ees seers seers eeeeseseeeesesserere 


ee ey 


MY PRAYER 


For home life, Church worship, Christian 
friendship I thank Thee O Christ of Nazareth, 
Friend and Savior. Fix my purpose to be loyal, 
warm my heart with sympathy, stimulate my 
love to express itself in service to my Church 
and my fellows. Show me how to sustain gospel 
preaching here and everywhere by personal 
activity and by prayerful giving. Flood my spirit 
with Thy Life O Love Divine until the beauty of 
holiness shall clothe me. Amen and Amen. 


2. Is It Possible for Any Pastor to Secure New 
Members Regularly. 

Yes, if he pays the price. Over 9,000 have join- 
ed in my pastorates. Here are a few compact 
statements concerning the how. Be alert to talk 
religion with everyone you meet. Take interest 
in the subject for granted. Talk naturally. Ex- 
pect the Holy Spirit to make your efforts effec- 
tive. Secure prospects at the door. The pastor 
can find a way to get to the exit quickly. Have 
two or three tactful men there. Ask strangers: 
“Of what Church are you a member?” If of 
none in the city ask the privilege of having your 
associate take the name and address. These 
helpers can use this card. 

The present District Attorney was first con- 
tacted in that way. The pastor will follow each 
card himself and strike for immediate decision 
to join the church. Do it promptly and expect- 
antly. 

e 


3. Suggest a Method For The Pastor to Himself 
Conduct a Series of Special Meetings. 
Discuss the need of a “refreshing” (see Acts 


3:19) for the membership with the officials of 
the church. Convince them and secure the prom- 
ise of cooperation. Pick four Captains each with 
a woman assistant. Divide the membership into 
four groups. For example all whose names begin 
from A to E in the first group and F to K in the 
second. Put an equal number in each. Extract 
the names of the young people for a special 
group. Assign the first group to Monday evening, 
the second to Tuesday and so through the first 
four nights. Place youth, with a captain and 
associate in charge of Friday night. Inspire 
rivalry to see which group will get the largest 
attendance both of “members” and visitors. Al- 
low Captains to run the meeting from 7:45 to 
8:15 in any way they desire. Meanwhile the 
Pastor has been out calling on prospects since 
4 o’clock and comes in athrill with the victory of 
one or more. Then he preaches and holds some 
kind of a decision service at the close. Aim to 
receive a specified number into the church at 
the close of two weeks meetings. Get all to work- 
ing for it. This of course presupposes pledged 
prayer and personal work groups and cottage 
meetings. If really worked this plan will get re- 
sults. 


4. Is There a Better Name for Cottage 
Prayer Meetings? 

The Oxford Group use the word House Party. 
It is a good name and is not patented. I have 
used the title with splendid success. Here is a 
suggested program. Appoint four committees of 
laymen, usually about four couples on each. 
Have another for young people. Have each group 
meet weekly for four or five weeks in private 
houses in different neighborhoods so that all 
sections will be met. Spur the Committee to add 
to the public announcement a personal visit, a 
telephone call, a postcard reminder, to all mem- 
bers in the vicinity. Make the meetings very in- 
formal. The lay chairman can start it and the 
pastor will later lead general “talk” by asking 
such questions as “How did you happen first to 
come to this church?” That will be illuminating. 
“What song do you like best and why?” “What 
help do you get from prayer?” No one is asked 
to “testify.” It is remarkable how freely the 
people will “talk” when they get started. They 
can also be led into informal prayer. Have light 
refreshments at the close and a real get ac- 
quainted time. If the committee pray much 
about it, surprising results occur. 


5. How Can We Get Young People to Take Part 
In The Special Meetings Set 
Aside For Them. 

Select lively topics. Social themes: Is it neces- 
sary to be a total abstainer? What kind if gam- 
bling is harmful? What will insure a happy mar- 
riage? Religious themes: What good does it do 
to pray? Who is a Christian? Is the Bible an 
outgrown book? Plan devotional activity. Send to 
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absent members an important scripture verse 
and ask them to explain its meaning the follow- 
ing Sunday. Distribute typed copies of short 
prayers such as Dr. Jowell’s in “Yet Another 
Day,” with the request that they read it as a 
prayer and add to it or not as they feel moved. 


Cut up a good short missionary story and scat- 
ter it out. Announce that each one is to read 
his section as it fits into the section that pre- 
cedes. Plan ahead of time to give every one 
something to do and new interest will be awak- 
ened. 


EHURCH MEMsaR@ eae 


The Power Line 

With this title for the “Mid-Week Prayer 
Meeting Service” it is little wonder that Rev. 
F. H. Splies, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, succeeds 
in helping his members to realize the need for 
faithful attendance at this important phase 
of the weekly program. 

This announcement is up-to-date enough for 
any member to read and apply: 


REPAIRING THE POWER LINE 

A concentrated effort will be put forth during 
the week to overhaul the power line connecting 
earth with heaven. 

In a number of instances breaks have oc- 
curred, in others the line is on too low a level, 
resulting in a loss of power. In some cases serv- 
ice has been disturbed through loose connec- 
tions in the home or the church, in others re- 
sults have been unsatisfactory because of worn 
off insulation, no privacy, and other contacts 
have caused a “short” in the power line. 

Whatever the difficulties have been in your 
connection with God and Heaven, you will find 
it worthwhile to look over your prayer line. 

The Rev. B. K. Horne of the Lititz Moravian 
church, will be here and will direct us in the 
repair and the extension of our prayer life, 
the power line of the Christian. 


Dedicating Children to the 
Work of the Kingdom of God 


A beautiful custom of Dedicating to the King- 
dom of Christ, all the children who were bap- 
tized during the year, is the occasion of an An- 
nual Dedication Service at the beginning of the 
Lenten Service in an Ohio Church. Several times 
when older persons had been received into mem- 
bership through baptism, those members took 
part in the service. 

The Church should be decorated in white, 
or silver. Girls from the intermediate section 
of the Sunday School act as ushers for the 
service, are clad in white, and carry a white 
satin banner, followed by a candle lighting 
procession. The ushers present the mothers and 


fathers with the children to the pastor for the 
dedication service. 


e 
Financial Reports 
Because many churches place special empha- 


sis upon stewardship during the Lenten Sea- 
son, it is essential that a complete and under- 
standable financial report be released to the 
membership before any special campaign is un- 
dertaken. This will avoid any chance for doubt 
on the part of loyal members who are influ- 
enced by those who do not co-operate readily. 

The plan outlined in the first article of this 
issue should prove an inspiration to every min- 
ister who reads it. Before you undertake the 
plan, be sure that facts regarding overdue 
pledges, unpaid interest, building indebtedness, 
needs for repairs, are made clear to members. 
Give them details regarding the cost for interest 
on debts, figured down to the day, or the 13 
weeks of the special campaign. 


Impertinent Questions 


1. To the pre-Easter Canvass Teams: Have 
you finished your survey work yet? 

2. To the Elders: Have you contacted every 
home in your division? 

3. To the Phone Corps: Were you able to reach 
all of your assigned friends of Wilshire on the 
phone last week? 

4. To the Congregation: Has your Elder call- 
ed or phoned to you? 

5. To the Congregation: Do you not feel that 
every Elder, Trustee, Deacon and Deaconess 
should attend Sunday evening service? 

6. To the Officers: Should not members of 
Wilshire make a special effort to attend Sunday 
evening service? 

Note: These questions are not meant to be 

impertinent but they probably are—Reprint 

from Wilshire Bulletin, Los Angeles. J. Low- 
rey Fendrich, Pastor. 


The Kingdom Aces 


Each organization in a progressive Philadel- 
phia Church selects its outstanding member 
each month to serve on a committee for Sun- 
day Evening and Mid-Week Services. The com- 
mittee is known as “The Kingdom Aces.” Each 
person on the committee receives the appoint- 
ment by the vote of organization members for 
special service rendered the organization. The 
Church Council, the Choir, the Sunday School, 
the Men’s Club, the Missionary Groups, etc., are 
all represented. This is one way to keep the 
Church from going stale. Why not try the plan? 
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As pastor, you would be sure to find out what 

the needs of the congregation are, provided your 

oo kept the program pointed the Spiritual 
ay. 


An Appeal That Wins Souls 


Alexander Gibson, Pastor of McKinley Park 
Presbyterian Church, (no city and state address 
given) prints this announcement on the first 
page of his weekly bulletin: 

If you are Without a Church Home 

Be at Home with Us. 


To the Lonely Longing Friendship 
To the Mourner Praying Comfort 
To the Weary Needing Rest 

To the Struggling Seeking Victory 
To the Hungry Wanting Bread 
To the Sinner Desiring a Saviour 


This Church 
In the Name of Our Lord bids you 
WELCOME 


“Sir, We Would See Jesus” 

The following almost flippant statement ap- 
peared sometime ago in a monthly religious 
magazine, and which has been reprinted in some 
weekly church bulletins. 

For years I have made a special effort to get 
the congregation out of the back seats nearer 
to the pulpit. Everything which I have heard 
suggested I have tried. Some of the methods 
did not result in success. For instance, I found 
that coaxing and urging might be effective for 
one service, but the next Sunday the people 
were back on delayed location. 

One very effective way which was tried was to 
secure some pretty silk rope and string it along 
the aisles of the last six seats. This served to 
move people up to the seventh from the last 
seat. This was also attractive in appearance and 
not offensive in any way. 

Another very effective way was to announce 
that the front half of the church would be miss- 
ed by the ushers in taking the offering. We pub- 
lished this in the calendar one Sunday. The 
next week the front half of the church was well 
filled. The humor ofthe situation evidently 
moved people who were not touched by plead- 
ings. 

There is one other very effective method which 
should be used as a last resort. 

Let the custodian sprinkle tacks in the back 
seats Exchange. 

A layman resenting the appearance of the 
paragraphs in the weekly messenger, calls our 
attention to them with these remarks: “We go 
to Church to Worship Jesus Christ, and to learn 
how to be like Him. If the minister preached 
about the Saviour instead of Codes, Politics, etc., 
he would not have to urge us, coax us, lead us 
with silken cords, or drive us with tacks. If the 
picture of Jesus Christ were clear, we would 
draw near of our own accord.” 
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Plan Senate Inquiry 


At the Church of the Covenant, M. E., Cleve- 
land, a group of young students, under the 
leadership of a local Professor, staged a “Repeat 
Hearing” of the Senate Investigation of the 
Munitions Industry at the Wednesday Night 
Supper Meeting. 

Students impersonated senators and others in- 
volved in the inquiry, presenting the parts in 
dramatic form. 


Finds Bible Popular Subject for Lectures 

It has remained for a young Cleveland wom- 
an, just a few years out of college, to demon- 
strate the popular interest that can be developed 
in a study of the Bible as good literature. 

This youthful teacher is Miss Harriet-Louise 
H. Patterson, a graduate of West High School 
and Flora Stone Mather College, Western Re- 
serve University, whose classes through two and 
a half years of professional teaching have grown 
to include a constituency much wider than 
Greater Cleveland. 

Miss Patterson began her teaching career as 
a high school instructor in English literature. 
After two years in this work a childhood interest 
in the Bible narrative, fostered in her home and 
in the classes of Dr. Howell M. Haydn at Flora 
Stone Mather, began to reassert itself. She de- 
cided to try her hand at the organization of pri- 
vate classes for Bible study. 

She found that few readers connected the 
Bible with literature or realized the extent to 
which the Bible has been used as a source of 
reference in other writings. From the beginning, 
her ideas captured the imagination of numerous 
adults, eager to learn. 

Her pupils came from cultured homes, college 
clubs, churches and social groups of all kinds. 
Some were seeking information, some help in 
interpretation and some methods for teaching 
children. Most of them were married women, 
although a liberal sprinkling of men are now in 
attendance. 


Organizes Classes 

The learners were grouped in classes of twelve, 
meeting twice each week, and were permitted to 
elect Old Testament or New Testament courses, 
carried on concurrently. 

More than a year ago Miss Patterson began. 
a series of bi-weekly lectures of the Bible in 
the Higbee Book Shop. She has now given 25 
such lectures making them weekly events dur- 
ing the Lenten and pre-Christmas periods. 

Several months ago Miss Patterson published 
several of her talks under the title, “How to 
Understand Your Bible Better.” 

Her next ambition will be realized when she 
sails on March 3 for a 57-day tour of the Holy 
Land, Egypt and the Mediterranean on the liner 
Exochorda. On the cruise she will give daily lec- 
tures, beginning on the third day out, preparing 
members of the touring party for the Biblical 
scenes they are to visit later. 

It is said, it will be the first occasion when 
such lectures have been given shipboard en 
route to the Holy Land—O. M. Walton, Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer. 
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The Lenten Season, 1935 
We pause beside this door: 
Thy year, O God, how shall we enter in? 
“Enter through me,” he saith, “nor wander 
more; 
For lo! I am the Door.” 


Spiritual Refreshment 

If Lent is to mean anything at all it must 
mean a period of greater spiritual refreshment. 
Lent cannot sanctify a season but should im- 
prove people. If rules are to apply they should 
be self-imposed in the spirit of willing sacrifice. 

Lent should mean the building of a strong 
faith. It cannot mean a mere “giving-up” peri- 
od. It is impossible for the simple reason that 
humans are like vessels; they contain just so 
much of certain things. The difficulty is that 
we contain too much of the world and too lit- 
tle of the Spirit. 

We are not vacuous, empty; but we are 
wrongly filled. The positive side of Lent is the 
side to be emphasized; we shall empty ourselves 
of worldly things, and at the same time fill our- 
selves with those constructive elements of the 
SPIRIT which build to stronger, more stable 
faith —Carroll J. Rockey, Madison, Wisc. 


Fanny Crosby Services 


For programs on Fanny Crosby, we suggest 
the following pages in THE EXPOSITOR: 
March 1927, pages 700, 701, 742; March 1926, 
pages 735 and 778; March 1925, page 842; Sep- 
tember 1923, page 1375; March 1931, page 617. 


Dramatic Materials for Easter 


See page 21 of the February 1935 issue of the 
International Journal of Religious Education 
for descriptive matter on dramas relating to 
Easter; also suggestive plays for adults, both 
humoruos and serious. 


The Other Wise Men 


This name was chosen as a Club Name by a 
Men’s Club of a Baltimore M. E. Church, or- 
ganized to study incidents in the lives of 
men who are named in the New Testament as 
having associated with Christ, or became follow- 


ers of His teachings. It has proven a great suc- 
cess. 


How to Write Announcements: 


The Lenten and Easter season is looked upon 
by Christian people as the GREAT season of 
the Church Year. Announcements regarding 
special services for any of the special days, Palm 
anand Good cee Easter, are of utmost im- 
portance since they should invite peopl 
to “Behold the lamb that takeunewees eee 
of the world.” 
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There are many fitting illustrations to assist 
you in conveying the message, such as the 
Cross, the scene in Gethsemane, Golgotha, the 
Empty Tomb. Announcing Passion Week, Good 
Friday, and Easter services accompanied by an 
illustration of a rabbit is nauseating and offen- 
sive. 

There is a place for the easter rabbit and 
the easter egg, in the lives of children too 
tender in years to understand the message of 
the cross. Let us leave them with the children. 


“What Christ Means To Me” 

The Rev. M. E. Dodd, First Baptist Church, 
Shreveport, La., organized a special “Home Mis- 
sions Season” for the entire membership during 
the Lenten Season. At each service during the 
Lenten Season, a representative member, some- 
times more than one, testified on the fact 

“What Christ Means to me as—(a physician), 

or (a lawyer).” 

All professions, and vocations, were included, 
in order to bring the fact of Christ and His 
meaning to us as individuals down to every one 
of us. 

Have you tried this in your church? It might 
wake up the sleeping spirit of many members if 
they were called upon to make a statement such 
as this implies. 


Easter Sunrise Service 


The Sunrise Service is always inspiring, partic- 
ularly if care is exercised in planning the serv- 
ice. Churches located in mountainous country 
find it inspiring to select a point where the sur- 
rounding country will form a panorama. Where 
the land is level, the absence of this natural 
advantage must be overcome by selecting a 
scenic spot, with a woody background. Remem- 
ber the tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea was in a 
garden. 

There should be a sturdy cross erected, (if the 
service is in the church grounds, this cross 
should be made a permanent one), some min- 
isters have one large cross and two smaller 
crosses to represent the Bible story of Golgotha. 
There should be a Tomb, to represent the Tomb 
in the Bible narrative. The Tomb will be tem- 
porary, and should be draped in white. You 
should have a bugle player, to sound the call to 
Worship at least an hour before the time set for 
the service. 

Since the first part of the service will be prior 
to the Sunrise, a Candlelight Processional will 
be effective and inspiring. The candle bearers 
should form into two lines, and meet at the foot 
of the cross, illuminated if possible. 

Every person present should be expected to 
join in the singing, since the service will be one 
of Worship through song. Paid singers do not 
belong in this service. It should be one of spon- 
taneous and glad worship. 

The call to prayer, the service of meditation, 
and the offering should be conducted at the 
Cross; the reading of the Easter Story, the 
Easter Anthems, etc., should be at the Tomb. 
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The two should be near enough together in 
point of location, so that the audience will 
merely have to turn about and move a few steps. 
The young people taking part in the proces- 
sional should precede the pastor to the tomb, 
pecoing a body at either end or sides of the 
omb. 


Order of Service 


Bugle Call to Worship (1 hr. before service). 

Pastor and Congregation assemble at place of 
Worship. 

Bugle Call to Processional. 

Congregation joins in Processional hymn, as 
young people approach from both sides, form- 
ing background for illuminated cross. 

Call to Prayer 

Silent Prayer. 

Hymn of Praise. 

Scripture reading. 

Offertory Scripture and hymn. 

Offering (Members approach the foot of the 
cross and place their individual offerings in 
treasure chest). 


Hymn of Praise. 

Flute or Coronet Solo, with audience joining 
in Chorus. 

Scripture reading, the story of the laying of the 
body of Christ into the tomb, and the appear- 
ance of the faithful women to minister unto 
him early in the morning. As the reader ap- 
proaches the words, “who shall roll away the 
stone” (the cue for turning toward the tomb) 
the candle bearers move slowly toward the 
tomb, the pastor follows, the audience turns 
to face the tomb. As the story proceeds, and 
the angel announces the resurrection of Christ, 
(which should be as nearly at sunrise as pos- 
sible) the candles may be extinguished. The 
Bible story should be continued through Mar- 
tha’s recognition of the Master. 

Anthem of Praise. 

Pastor continue the reading of Bible Narrative 
to the point where Martha is commissioned 
to go tell the others. 

Hymn. 


Benediction. 


INFORMATION EXCHANGE 


Group Insurance for Ministers 


N. M. Harrison, High Point College, High 
Point, N. C. says, in an article in the Methodist 
Protestant Herald, “It is our purpose to see what 
other conferences and other churches are doing 
along the line of Group Insurance for Ministers, 
as well as to study the plans of different com- 
panies. Any assistance which anyone can give 
will be appreciated.” 

The article was sent by a subscriber, in the 
hope that Expositor and Homiletic Review read- 
ers might aid in the discussion. 


Indoor Bulletins Paid by Advertising 


This article from Warsaw, New York, is ad- 
dressed to Rev. S., Utica, who inquired about 
indoor bulletins containing advertising. 


Advertising Rampant 


The lengths to which the activities of aggres- 
sive advertising men will go to secure trade do 
not even hesitate on the border line of our 
churches and their services. They first exploited 
the outside bulletin boards of the churches. Then 
they made attractive offers by which many 
churches turned their lobbies into “advertising 
billboards” by having bulletin boards there to 
which advertisements were attached. 

The latest “wrinkle” invades the sanctity and 
dignity of the church and the service. Here is a 
circular from an “enterprising bulletin firm” of 
Brooklyn telling the “Dear Reverend” (!) to 
whom it is addressed: 


“We want to present you with one or two of 
these beautiful Hymn Boards, free of charge. 

“We will pay you $10 if you will give us the 
privilege of selling one or two dignified adver- 
tisements to appear at the bottom, in gold let- 
ters on a small black card. 

“If you will sign the enclosed authorization 
and return to us at once, we will proceed to de- 
liver same with our check.” 

It is equally as important to expose such 
desecration as to issue warnings about other im- 
posters who prey upon Church folk. Those $10 
will be hardly earned by any pastor or Church 
who is unwise enough to “sell” the furniture of 
the sanctuary for advertising purposes. If the 
hymn board, why not the pulpit, lectern, font, 
or altar as advertising media?—Lutheran News 
Bulletin. 


Missions Supported by Stamps 


To Rev. D., Cincinnati: We are advised that 
the Moravian Church has undertaken a plan to 
secure Missionary funds through the use of 
“Missionary Stamps’ which the membership is 
asked to buy and affix to all correspondence. 
One subscriber says, “To promote the sending 
of Missionaries from this country and from sta- 
tion to station in the Mission fields, the directors 
of the Mission Board of the Church have de- 
termined to use postage stamps. Missionaries 
will be sent as heretofore, not by parcel post 
with stamps affixed, but by stamps affixed to 
the letters of those members of the church who 
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stay in the home province. One mission stamp a 
week by every communicant in a year would 
yield $9,172.28, enough to send several mission- 
aries. A new supply of stamps are available from 
the church office, or from the Rev. M. F. 
Oerter, D. D. The Moravian church is a mis- 
sionary church and Moravians are interested in 
missions. 


Dishes for Ladies Aid Society 
Monogram for M. E. Church 
Plays for Sunday Evenings 


From Rev. W. A. J., Michigan: “We would 
very much desire information on dishes for 
Ladies Aid Society. Monogram for M. E. Church, 
or something similar. Also I desire information 
of plays for use on Sunday Evenings in the 
Church Auditorium, etc.” Letters will be for- 
warded. 


Salaries for Ministers 


From Rev. G. W. V., Wisconsin: “Do you 
know whether any denomination has some sys- 
tem of equalization of salaries at the present 
time? I am making a study of the need of a 
basic salary and how to meet the need. Have 
you any suggestions? Can you tell me where I 
might secure some information along this line? 
Thank you for co-operating.” 


How to Secure Co-operation 


From Rev. M. R. K., New York: “If I remem- 
ber correctly you, at times, have presented to your 
subscribers problems of ministers for advice 
and suggestions of others. I have a problem 
which I cannot seem to be able to overcome. 
Here it is. 

“The church of which I am pastor apparent- 
ly has no desire to make progress. It is made 
up chiefly of ex-farmers, who take a self satis- 
fied attitude in everything and no matter what 
I and my wife try to do, we meet with strong 
opposition and positively no co-operation. When 
we came to the field, we had a musical director, 
but he would do nothing unless it were to sug- 
gest the choir sing some hymn. I then endeavor- 
ed to work with him to have some rehearsals, 
and secured some easy anthems for it, but the 
choir in general and even the chorister refused 
to come for rehearsals. The result was ‘squeeks 
and squawks’ anywhere but in the right places. 
I now do not use the choir for special music. 
That leaves the whole musical program up to 
the pastor and wife, and such as will help. In 
conducting the evening song services, the pas- 
tor has had to take the lead at all times. If he 
did not, the congregation would drag to a dying 
end. 

“We are also anxious to work with the chil- 
dren, but can secure no co-operation. We have 
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been forced to give up Young People’s work be- 
cause of continual quarreling among themselves. 
Many of the young people and children have no 
respect whatever for the minister or his wife, 
and even older ones of the community. We can 


make no progress whatever. All the people seem 


to want here is the two Sunday services and 
whatever social activities we may be able to 
work up. 

“Physically, we feel ourselves breaking under 
the strain, and spiritually, our souls are heavy 
laden. Has anyone had a similar experience and 
can advise how such a condition can be over- 
come?” 


How to Adopt the English Language 

From Rev. A. W. A., Calif.: “I just moved to 
this terrible city. Wednesday, —, 1935, I have 
the annual meeting of the congregation, and 
what follows then I can’t say, but my head may 
be offered on the block. I am certainly recom- 
mending the spending of money to improve the 
physical equipment of the Church and the Bible 
School, and here is where I will soon be able to 
test my wisdom and tactfulness. 

“You have asked me some questions, I will 
ask you one: What can I do to convince my 
Swedish people to adopt the English language 
exclusively? We are bi-lingual. So aside from the 
financial worries, we have this. I am sure that 
your articles from time to time will help solve 
this problem. I have been greatly benefitted by 
The Expositor. It has reflected in the improve- 
ment of my former charge. Thanks to you and 
I wish you every success and God’s blessing in 
your trying work.” We shall print or forward 
all letters. 


Church Advertising Service 


Morton J. A. McDonald, Manager Classified 
Advertising Department, Tribune Pub. Co., Oak- 
land, Calif., writes: “Have just received a tear 
sheet from the Expositor, carrying the story 
about The Tribune. Our very sincere thanks. If 
at any time we can put our experiences in this 
field at the disposal of any church or any group 
of churches contemplating similar work in other 
cities, we assure you that we will be delighted 
to be of service.” Thank you. We hope churches 
will call upon you. 


Visual Education 


In answer to inquiries regarding Picturol Film, 

we have the following specific statements from 
the manufacturers, The Society for Visual Edu- 
cation. 
_ “Our projectors are Film Stereopticons, that 
is, they use film slides instead of glass slides. In 
other words, our method of presentation takes 
the place of the old fashioned glass stereopti- 
con lecture. 


“We are attaching a sample from a Picturol 


} 
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film and you will note from the literature en- 
closed that pictures are printed in series on 
short strips of 35 millimeter non-inflammable 
motion picture film. This eliminates the neces- 
sity of changing from one slide to another as 
with glass slides and eliminates the possibility 
of getting pictures in upside down. A roll con- 
sisting of 100 pictures printed in this way can 
be mailed any place in the United States for 
3c, whereas. glass slide sets are heavy and a 
shipment of a set this size would cost at least 
$1.00 each way. In other words, these strips 
are purchased outright at practically the same 
cost as the transportation only on a glass slide 
set for one day’s use. Picturols are sold outright 
and remain in the school or church’s permanent 
library, available for use when the teachers need 
them.” 


The King of Kings 


In answer to the many inquiries from readers, 
regarding this eleven reel motion picture, we 
print the following from the Methodist Herald, 
Los Angeles, Calif., Rev. Roy L. Smith, Pastor. 

Costing upwards of two million dollars and 
representing ten years of study, “King of Kings” 
typifies everything that the motion picture hopes 
to attain. “The power and splendor of it are 
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marvelous and it is one of the greatest pictures 
the world has ever seen,” said Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy. , 

Probably, also, there has never been the 
unanimity of favorable comment from both 
Church laity and the clergy accorded to any 
other motion picture as have been given to this 
sincere attempt to visualize the dramatic epi- 
sodes and spiritual values of the Book of Books. 
Tracing the early training of the picture’s pro- 
ducer, Cecil B. DeMille, with his Biblically mind- 
ed parents and their daily Bible reading, coupled 
with the pre-eminent attainments of the man 
as film producer, brings one to the conclusion 
that only a Cecil DeMille could have made it. 

Many scenes are in beautiful colors and a 
succession of highly dramatic incidents serve to 
keep the interest keyed up in a most gripping 
and powerful way. 

It is said that an amazing atmosphere per- 
vaded the studio during the months when the 
“King of Kings” was being made. It was more 
like a cathedral than a studio. “There was never 
anything like it in Hollywood and never will be 
again,” remarked a man who dropped his atheist 
faith because of the inspiration he received from 
the part he played in the film. 

An evening of religious and educational values 
as well as entertaining benefits is assured to 
all who attend. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


Dear Dr. Mattice: I note that on pages 50 and 
52 inthe January issue, in History and Statistics 
of the Presbyterian Church, you have the Wright 
Brothers listed as Presbyterians. Kindly allow 
me to correct the statement by reminding you 
that the Wright Brothers, airplane inventors, 
were United Brethren, sons of a United Breth- 
ren bishop. Thanking you, I am. 

Most sincerely, 
James W. Wright, Harrisonburg, Va. 


Reverend Sir: 

; The author of What Price Ministry in the 
February, 1935, number of your magazine might 
have profitably modified or qualified his arti- 
cle. His conclusions are by no means correct, 
in my opinion. And I wish to speak of one or 
two points in connection therewith. 

Whatever may be true of other denominations 
the ministry Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America is not overcrowded because 
of the aid given to her probationers while pur- 
suing their studies for holy orders. The diffi- 
culty with our Church is that presbyteries ad- 
mit too many ministers from other denomina- 
tions who have not taken the prescribed course 
for our ministry. One year our board of Chris- 
tian education reported that 40% of our min- 
isters were men who had come to us from other 
communions. If our Church stuck faithfully 
to our standards of requirement and refused 


to receive any minister from another church 
who had not met these requirements we should 
not have many more, if any more, ministers 
than we need to fill pastorates and other of- 
fices. 

With regard to the aid given by the board of 
education and. the seminary, it has little to do 
with attracting men to the ministry, and in the 
long run much more is returned by the clergy 
than was received as aid. Take my own case, 
for example. Of course I know that logic for- 
bids my drawing a general conclusion from par- 
ticulars, unless there be enough particulars, 
and one is not sufficient. Nevertheless if I had 
access to all the other ministers’ cases I am 
sure that I could get enough particulars to form 
a correct conclusion. In my pastorate here I 
have contributed over seven thousand dollars 
to the local expenses and the benevolent boards 
of our Church, not including what has been 
given to the community chest, etc. Has not our 
board of Christian education received back from 
me personally more than it ever expended on 
my education? And have I not a right to con- 
clude that I am no exception? In the years of 
this pastorate over eighty thousand dollars has 
been contributed to our Boards by this con- 
gregation; does not some of the credit belong 
to the minister for leading the people along the 
way? And I am no exception. 

Again, there is the statement in the form of 
a question, “Do you now wonder why one so 
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often finds a local pastor who has very little 
knowledge of common business practices, and 
who pays so little attention to his personal 
bills?” I wonder more at any man’s making such 
a statement. Just out of curiosity I called up 
our credit rating bureau here in this town of 
34,000 population, and something over thirty 
churches, and asked him (the man in charge) 
how the clergy compared in credit rating with 
the doctors and lawyers, with whom the minis- 
terial students were compared in the article 
referred to at the beginning of this letter. He 
said that with one exception the ministers stood 
much higher than the other professional groups, 
i. e., doctors and lawyers. My guess is that 
one ministerial exception is a man whose con- 
gregation do not pay him his stipend promptly, 
if at all, and he doubtless is compelled to be 
slack in paying his bills. But whether or no, the 
ministers are ahead of the doctors and lawyers. 
I dislike using the doctors for I so profoundly 
admire and love them for the comfort it gives 
to know that scientific skill is at hand when I 
may need it. This also has a slight bearing on 
this subject. The Rotary Club here had a rotary 
loan fund for worthy young men and women 
who might need it. It had to discontinue it be- 
cause those borrowing would not repay the 
loans, and not one of them was a candidate 
for holy orders. But one was a law student, and 
after graduation he not only failed to repay the 
loan, but he would not even reply to letters 
written to him by the treasurer of the fund. 

I know comparisons are odious and odorous, 
and I do not like to make them, but some things 
should not be allowed to go unchallenged.— 
Faithfully yours, Campbell L. Mackay, Pastor, 
Presbyterian Church, Elkhart, Ind. 


My dear Sir and Brother: 

As one who has been a subscriber and reader 
of the EXPOSITOR for quite a number of years, 
I am naturally interested in its welfare. In my 
own case the magazine has been of untold worth 
in suggestion, and occasionally in provision fully 
served. So I am desirous here to start off right 
in this letter. 

Now—the JANUARY number of the UNITED 
MAGAZINES is before me. Naturally I read your 
leading article re the merger. I am sure you have 
written with all good purpose of heart and 
truthful statement as far as your knowledge 
goes. You have written eleven paragraphs. With 
ten of them I am in hearty agreement, but with 
one I beg to differ, and I'll tell why. 

I cannot agree with you that all is quite ac- 
cording to your claim in paragraph SEVEN. I 
cannot agree that the outlook and inlook of the 
Homiletic Review and that of the Expositor were 
alike theologically. I took the HOMILETIC RE- 
VIEW when a young man living in my native 
England—beginning in the year 1908 and con- 
tinuing until 1932 when I requested my name 
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removed from the subscription list. Why?—Be- 
cause in later years most (not all) of the mate- 
rial was deeply Unitarian in tone, and ‘just 
ethical’ in suggestion. I am not a Fundamen- 
talist, but I am an evangelical, finding myself 
in accord in the main with the Confession of 
Faith of my church. Naturally such a maga- 
zine as THE EXPOSITOR could not print all 
that would suit me. But I claim that through 
the years IT—THE EXPOSITOR has been loyal 
to the things that most “Twice-born men” have 
believed and found true. 

Therefore I am a bit fearful lest others view- 
ing as I do may be a bit scared concerning the 
future policy of the-UNITED MAGAZINES. I’m 
sure it will not be your desire to let down the 
bars so that Evangelicals walk out on you, and 
the same crowd that hurt the HOMILETIC RE- 
VIEW walk in! So much for that. 

I congratulate you on getting HARVEY- 
JELLIE to write. I knew him when a student in 
London University. It will be like tasting old 
wine to get his article. 

I inclose my signed renewal blank with check 
to cover. Kindest regards, Yours in His Service, 
Reginald Coleman, Central Presbyterian Church, 
Austin, Minn. 


The Expositor and Homiletic Review: I want 
to thank you for your kindness and generosity 
in continuing to mail “The Expositor” after my 
subscription has expired. It seems to me your 
paper is getting better all the time. It is not too 
liberal or too conservative, but just right. Like 
a loved old friend, “The Expositor” becomes 
more precious each month. I’ve used it regularly 
for the last seven years, not as a “crutch,” but 
as an inspiration and a help. The book reviews 
have been valuable too. It’s all good from cover 
to cover. 

Please continue to mail the paper, and as soon 
as possible you will receive my check. And I 
want a copy of “The Minister’s Annual for 1935, 
but hold that as security until you receive check 
for $3.25. 

Wishing you more power and influence for 
Christ and His Church, I remain, Sincerely 
yours, Rev. D. R. Fair, York, Pa. 


My dear Doctor Ramsey: Your good letter 
of November 24, 1934, was received, and, also, 
the fine new Minister’s Annual, Vol. 7. You are 
rendering an inestimably valuable service to 
alert preachers in publishing these helpful vol- 
umes. If you want anything from me in the next 
volume, I shall be happy and honored to re- 
spond. The Annual is an inexhaustible Thesau- 
rus for the busy preacher who seeks for the 
best in his successive sermons. Cordially, Semper 
eae Charles Edward Locke, Santa Monica, 

alif. 
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PREACHERS AND PREACHING 


THE PARABLE OF THE CRANBERRY 
SAUCE. 

A certain theological professor gave a dinner 
for a friend who had come from a distant 
university to give two lectures in the Seminary 
on the subject of homiletics. 

As the day of the second lecture approached, 
the wife of the professor invited some friends 
to come and share the dinner and to make mer- 
ry with profitable conversation. 

And it came to pass, as the dinner was be- 
ing served from the kitchen, that the cook 
overlooked the cranberry sauce. Furthermore, 
the two waiters, being theological students, even 
though they carried the plates from the kitchen 
to the tables in the dining room, were not 
aware of the fact that the cranberry sauce was 
missing. 

As the dinner proceeded, however, some of 
the guests, who had lived in New England, 
thought thus within themselves; “How strange 
that our hostess should serve a turkey dinner 
and not gives us the cranberry sauce!” But other 
guests, who lived in Chicago, thought; ‘It must 
be due to the depression.” 

After the dinner was over and the guests had 
departed, the cook beheld the dish which con- 
tained the cranberries which she had prepared 
with unusual care. Lifting up her voice she 
cried; “Woe is me! Alas, I may lose my new 
job, my mistress will think me incapable of 
doing her work.” 

Turning sorrowfully to the waiters she said: 
“Run ye after the guests quickly and plead with 
them to return to the house and we will serve 
them with the cranberry sauce.” 

“Not so,” replied one of the students, “by this 
time the guests have arrived in the Chapel and 
have begun to listen to the lecture of the chief 
guest and if the lecture is as good as the one 
last night, they will prefer to listen to his words 
and illustrations than to eat even the best cran- 
berry sauce in the whole world.” 

But the other waiter, trying to comfort her, 
said thoughtfully: “Herein is a parable. If, while 
delivering a sermon, the preacher overlooks a 
choice portion of the message which he had 
prepared, he cannot call his people back, after 
the benediction has been pronounced, and de- 
liver unto them that portion of the sermon 
which he had overlooked. He must either cast 
it away or else use it in some other sermon 
wherein it may not fit._—Norman E. Richard- 


son. 
e 


THE CODES COME HOME. 

“The cuts I ordered are for Church Printing,” 
he wrote, “and the codes have nothing to do 
with that.” This came in answer to a letter in- 
forming a reader that the price of cuts has in- 
creased so materially under the code that we 
can no longer supply cuts at the advertised 

rice. 

E “How much shall I pay to have my duplica- 
tor overhauled?” asks another. “I have in- 


quired in two places and the price is robbery.” 

These are two of many statements that come 
regarding the operation of the codes which have 
been hailed by many ministers from their pul- 
pits as an “ideal come to life.” 

Codes have been adopted as a national meas- 
ure to force the regulation of various phases of 
industrial and professional undertakings, pre- 
sumably to insure an adequate living for the 
workers who execute the manual labor involved 
in placing “things” at our disposal. Since “Price, 
Hours of Work per Day, and Days per Week” 
are the most important features of the codes, 
those who have hailed the adoption of Codes 
must now accept the results of those regulations 
without too much complaint, and open their 
eyes to the basic fact that increasing wages, de- 
creasing hours, and decreasing number of days 
of work, must increase price about three ways. 
The manufacturer is willing to shoulder a por- 
tion of the increase, but a three-way increase 
is bound to overflow and find its way into every- 
body’s pocket. 

There was a time when our forefathers, who 
made this country a world nation, were govern- 
ed largely by a “Code” brought down from a 
mountain in the long ago. The Maker of that 
“Code,” the Lord God, was interested in the 
actual welfare of his people, and he commis- 
sioned his servant, Moses, to make known the 
code to the people and preach its observance. 
The observance of that code built character, in- 
sured love and respect for things divine, is the 
foundation of all we know of brotherly love, and 
social virtue. 

We need to re-read this simple code, and dis- 
cover its significance as the: basis for the 
achievements of this nation, and the individuals 
of this nation. 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 

image. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 

God in vain. 

Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. 

Honor thy father and thy mother. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness. 

Thou shalt not covet. 

Individuals grow into sturdy, virtuous, and 
worthwhile citizens by observing the code pre- 
sented by God in the long ago, and in that observ- 
ance making the most of opportunities and re- 
sources about them. It might be interesting to 
most church members, as well as preachers, to 
make a survey of the opportunities confronting 
their forebears a few generations back, in 
comparison with those we have today, but which 
we have grown too “soft” to grasp. How many 
public agencies were there in the time of your 
grand-father or great-grand-father, waiting to 
feed him and his family in case he felt the 
hours too long to make it worthwhile to hold 
on to his job? Do you respect him less, because 
he had back-bone and grit and manhood enough 
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to see it through himself? “Times have 
changed,” say some. Yes, they have changed, 
because the human attitude has changed. 

Every citizen of mature years can understand 
the meaning of God’s Code, and if he has the 
will to observe, strength will be given him to 
increase his spiritual manhood to meet the de- 
mand of this Code. Why establish elaborate 
man-made machinery of government to inforce 
a tedious and artificial set of codes, when the 
Son of God has come to dwell in us and through 
His love man can attain infinitely greater 
heights than those demanded by the original 
code?—W. 


WELL DONE. 

A man will work all the summer keeping the 
yard neat and attractive, or will work all the 
winter faithfully keeping the house warm, but 
not too warm, and he may not get a sentence 
of praise for the difficult feat. 

A woman may cook during the year about 
one thousand meals, cook them well and present 
them pleasingly, and not receive during the en- 
tire twelve months a word of the commendation 
that is due her. 

“My brethren, my sisters, these things ought 
not so to be.” Nor will they so be if we follow 
the example of our Master, who does not hesi- 
tate to say His words of eternal praise, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.’—C. E. World. 


YOUR UNWORKED MIND. 
Who of us is there that at some time or other 
in his life has not felt the urge of ambition, of 
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visions of the places we wanted to reach, or of 
the work we wanted to accomplish. Few of 
us are devoid of ambition, that urge to climb, 
to rise. 

But time and circumstances dull the urge to 
improve our character and abilities and the 
years keep adding until on the surface we look 
barren, others passing by think us uninteresting. 
In fact we think so ourselves. But unless we keep 
digging, using the tools that nature has devised 
for our use, how are we to know what is in us. 

In everyone there are unknown treasures, 
more precious than fine gold, and all the riches 
in the world cannot begin to measure up to our 
unknown quantities. In each one of us there is 
an unworked mind. The only way we can work 
it is by carrying through our ambitions. 

Forging ahead is the simple process of yield- 
ing to our better impulses and in yielding to 
them we will slowly but surely reach the goal 
we have set out to attain. Dig and let your 
dreams come true!—From West Side Y-M-C-A. 


We notice in a Church paper that the aver- 
age smoker smokes enough cigarettes a day to 
kill 15 frogs. My, oh my. Automobiles kill 
30,000 people every year, people choke to death 
on food, people die of excitement at baseball 
games, even the air we breathe contains enough 
germs to kill at least 50 frogs, so there is still 
a large field to work in. And think of the mil- 
lions of frogs, rabbits, dogs, cats and other 
animals that are run over every year. Yea, the 
church still has much to do. Wasn’t it Nero, 
who fiddled while Rome Burned?—Stillwater 
Trading Co., Absarokee, Mont. 


BULLETIN BOARD SLOGANS 


Life bores only when it has no purpose. 
a The Bible needs less defence and more prac- 

ce. 

Being conscious of having no faults indicates 
many. 

Like a razor, life cannot be sharpened on a 
strip of velvet. 

Greater opportunity is the reward of past 
accomplishment. 
; If you must be a slave let duty be your mas- 
er. 

Christianity is ours because missionaries once 
came to us. 

If the Church does not seek the lost she seeks 
oblivion. 
: Truth wears no braces. When it does it is a 
ie. 

Fidelity rather than success receives reward. 


We should all talk less and say more. 

Let’s walk our faith rather than talk it. 

Sanity in politics can only follow sanity in 
politicians. 

Beware of the easy road. It always goes down. 

Devotional life, like muscle, develops with ex- 
ercise. 

Before your dream comes true you have to 
wake up. 

Always, the lock opens to the last key you 
try, or it doesn’t open. : 

Is yours a cafeteria life—self-serve, only? 

If you are satisfied with little in yourself how 
can you demand much from others? 

The poorest saints, if they are saints, are the 
sad ones. 

The Word is accepted or left. It can’t be bar- 
gained over. 


eee 


Patil pies eal eed 


T 


A TRINITY OF GREAT FACTS 


By W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


, isha Jesus came...to save sinners.” 1 Tim. 

The text is the voice of experience attesting 
to the certainty and worth of the Gospel. Paul 
was not disillusioned. He had found years ago 
the real heart of life. A part of his experience 
was frequently expressed in these words, “I was 
not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” In this 
Epistle Paul writes to the young man Timothy, 
his “true child in faith,’ counselling him con- 
cerning those who teach error, and to refresh 
his mind in the Gospel of Christ. 

Some of the essentials of Christian truth as 
Paul saw it are emphasized here in the text. 
These essentials do not change with age. The 
elements of the gospel message of the first cen- 
tury are still the underlying facts of the mes- 
sage for our day. In the text before us is found, 
“A Trinity of Great Facts,” that cannot be over- 
looked as we face the needs of the world today. 
Summed up briefly, they are, Sin, Salvation and 
a Saviour. A consideration of these facts will 
not only present a trustworthy gospel, but one 
entitled to the fullest acceptance. 


1, THE FACT OF SIN. 


“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.” Paul felt that no other could have sinned 
so grievously as himself. What is sin? “Sin is 
lawlessness,” says John. The Westminster di- 
vines said, “Sin is any want of conformity unto 
or transgression of the law of God. The clearest 
definition of the word used in the Scriptures to 
describe sin is literally, ‘missing the mark.” 
Jesus, taught, as indeed the Old Testament 
teaches, that sin is directed primarily against 
God. It is “broken sonship.” Jesus began His 
ministry with this as the subject of His sermon, 
“Repent and believe in the Gospel.” 

Men may differ as to the definitions of sin, 
but all of us realize the fact of it. Sin is at the 
root of lawlessness and crime. The tendency 
nowadays is to regard sin lightly. Yet, sin has 
sent its blighting curse across this earth of ours 
and many are daily caught in its coils. And 
this singular fact appears in connection with 
sin—the closer to Christ men come, the bigger 
their sins appear. The Apostle exclaims, “O 
wretched man that I am.” Again, Peter says, 
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man.” If 
men will only place themselves by the side of 
Jesus Christ they will realize the immense dis- 
tance there is between His life and theirs. 


2. THE FACT OF SALVATION. 


What was the objective of Jesus’ life? “To 
save sinners.” As He himself said, “I am 
come to seek and to save the lost.” Over against 
the awful fact of sin stands the glorious fact 
of salvation. It is a man of experience who 


speaks in the text. 
found a new life. 
The Gospel means the good news. It is the 
deliverance from sin and the entry into a new 
and abundant life. Salvation is the result. It 
is the old Gospel, but it is sufficient for the 
new day. It is that power to change lives which 
we so sadly need. New ways of living will find 
their source in hearts that have been changed. 
One of the stories of the life of Alfred Tenny- 
son relates an incident that took place one day 


Likewise Zacchaeus had 


* when the poet was out for a walk. He came upon 


an old Methodist woman and he asked her what 
was the news. She replied, “Why, Mr. Tenny- 
son, there’s only one piece of news that I know— 
that Christ died for all men.” And he said to 
her, “That is old news, and good news, and new 
news.” 


3. THE FACT OF A SAVIOUR. 


In the mind of Paul there was only one Sav- 
iour. It was “Christ Jesus—our hope.” This 
Saviour came in a unique character. His hu- 
man name was Jesus of Nazareth, “Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus for it is he that shall save 
his people from their sins.” It is interesting to 
note how the disciples move from His humanity 
to His Deity after the Resurrection. Paul speaks 
of Him as “Christ Jesus.” Bancroft, the histor- 
ian, has said, “His name is written at the top 
of every page of history, and around him gather 
all human and divine interests.” 

Then, too, the work which Christ came to do 
was unique. It was a work that only the Son of 
God could accomplish. Man has sinned and sin 
meant death. He came that man might be de- 
livered from death and the fear of death. 

That Jesus Christ has accomplished and is 
accomplishing His work in the world is the tes- 
timony of countless thousands. The satisfac- 
tion His life brings has been told again and 
again. Sometime ago while in Jerusalem a mem- 
ber of the American Colony gave me this inter- 
esting incident in the life of Horatio G. Spaf- 
ford, the founder of the Colony. Mr. Spafford, 
a lawyer of Chicago, lived in the suburban town 
of Lake View, with his wife, Anna, and their 
four daughters. In 1873, Mrs. Spafford and her 
four daughters sailed on the ‘Ville du Havre,’ 
intending to spend the winter in Europe for 
the education of the children. In mid ocean the 
ship was struck by a sailing vessel, and in fif- 
teen minutes it sank with all on board. 

There was no wireless then to summon 
friendly ships to the rescue. The vessel that 
did the damage did all it could to save the ship- 
wrecked passengers. Only twenty-two survived. 
Mrs. Spafford was among the rescued, but her 
children all were lost. 


In Lake View, Mr. Spafford was anxiously 
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awaiting news of the safe arrival of his family 
when the crushing blow fell. The message from 
his wife sent from Cardiff, Wales, was terrible 
in its brevity. It consisted of two words—‘“Saved 
Alone.” 

All that night the stricken husband walked 
the floor. His strong faith never wavered. Out 
of the darkness of that night came the hymn 
which has sustained and comforted so many of 
God’s children, 
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“Tt Is Well With My Soul” 
When peace like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll, 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Thus again the ever living Christ had been 
present, and the trustworthiness of His Gospel 
had been demonstrated. When Mr. Spafford and 
his wife were reunited they dedicated their 
lives to Christian work in Palestine. 


HOW MUCH OWEST THOU UNTO THE LORD? 


By PROFESSOR W. H. SMITH 


“How Much Owest Thou unto My Lord?” 
Luke 16:5. 


INTRODUCTION: 


One of the greatest difficulties in the spiritual 
life is to find the proper relation of life to 
Christ’s standards. This has been sought along 
various approaches. There are those who inter- 
pret this relationship in terms of emotion, and 
they seem satisfied when they have a large 
measure of enjoyable experiences. Others seek 
the adjustment along the line of correct doc- 
trinal emphasis and these feel satisfied when 
they believe they hold orthodox doctrines. Then 
others believe they have realized the goal when 
they make a public profession of their alle- 
giance to Christ and His church. Now, these 
various approaches all have value and consti- 
tute essential relations in any well rounded 
Christian life. 

There is however another test which seeks a 
more concrete and definite standard. This is 
the business ideal which involves an exchange 
of values or corresponding obligation. The 
underlying principle is that God has given us 
very richly of His gifts, and that this necessar- 
ily implies some corresponding response on our 
part. The initial difficulty with this standard 
is that the commercial aspect of life is viewed 
as somewhat low, narrow and selfish. It is evi- 
dent that the application of commercial ideals 
to religious life has had a tragic history. It 
resulted in the commercial theory of the atone- 
ment and the creation of a scale of merit which 
has had undesirable consequences. At the same 
time it embodies a profound spiritual truth, 
and that is, that in the spiritual life the law 
of proportion and values has a prominent place. 
The fact that God has bestowed upon us so lav- 
ishly of His gifts is an unanswerable appeal 
why we should show our gratitude by some ade- 
quate response. This idea runs through all the 
history of religion. In the Old Testament order 
the people were enjoined to call to remembrance 
the things God had done for them, to count 
their mercies, to meditate upon the great things 
God had done, and all in order that they might 
be aroused to a due sense of their privileges 
and desire the best things. 


Then in the New Testament we find Jesus 
stressing the same basal facts. Whosoever is 
forgiven little loveth little and whosoever is 
forgiven much loveth much. The sense of the 
measure of God’s gifts to us inevitably calls 
forth a corresponding gratitude and service on 
our part. 

The same principle is applied to the whole 
problem of moral and spiritual relations. Jesus 
declared it would be more tolerable for pagan 
cities than the disciples in the day of judgment 
because the disciple has greater manifestations 
of the truth, love and power of God. Paul de- 
clares that the people who had only the light 
of nature would be judged by that light, those 
that had the law would be judged by the law 
and those that had the gospel would be judged 
by the gospel. Thus rooted in the very consti- 
tution of life is this idea or principle that the 
response of the soul ought to be according to 
its privileges. Our text in the narrower imme- 
diate application can be forgotten and taken 
as a memorable summing up of this great eter- 
nal principle. Our spiritual blessings ought to 
lead to a corresponding response. This has 
many applications;— 


1. HOW MUCH DO WE OWE IN VIEW OF 
OUR MATERIAL TREASURES? There is an 
Eastern legend to the effect that a traveler 
once visited a strange land. To his surprise he 
found the boys playing the game of marbles 
with diamonds. He bowed and addressed them 
as children of a wealthy king. The boys laughed 
heartily and told him that diamonds were the 
only pebbles that country had. It contains a 
most penetrating truth and that is that when 
precious things become regarded as common 
they call forth no adequate response. 

As a result of our Christian civilization this 
generation is the possessor of riches almost un- 
told. This has found expression in the intel- 
lectual heritage of the age. As one puts it, 
Our children hear truth from their mothers 
which Plato in his finest reaches did not know, 
they are familiar with truth the great prophets 
only guessed at dimly. Our remotest congre- 
gations and mission stations regularly hear 
truth which philosophers, scientists and Chris- 
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tians of the past did not imagine. This age is 
marvellously rich in truth, invention, comforts, 
powers and attainments before which the 
boasted glories of the past fade into the twi- 
light. These have become so commonplace that 
we are like the boys in the distant country play- 
ing with diamonds without any due regard or 
appreciation of their worth. 

The fact is that the most valuable material, 
intellectual and social values are due to Christ. 
Our educational systems grew out of the church. 
Our schools, hospitals, social service, the ideals 
of honesty, efficiency and cooperation have 
come from Him. Directly and indirectly the 
values of our material inheritance are the out- 
come of Christian character and that is the 
product of Christ’s spirit and love. 

Recently a father gave his daughter a Christ- 
mas present of material for a model town. On 
Christmas morning he helped her to build the 
town. When it was finished he said, “This is 
a Christian town. Now let us make it a heathen 
town.” What was to be done? They took out the 
church, the hospital, the orphanage, the old 
people’s home and everything which sprang 
from Christ’s spirit. The little girl was amazed 
and cried “I would not live in a town like that 
for anything.” Would you? It is only when 
we seriously attempt to estimate all the values, 
both individual and social which are the prod- 
uct of Christian thought and devotion that we 
begin to be aware how much we have received 
from Him. Indeed it is impossible to fully es- 
timate the extent of our values for Christ has 
permeated life to such an extent that His with- 
drawal would be a collapse of our present life 

and hope. Have we ever asked How much we 
owe to our Lord? Have we ever tried to esti- 
mate what our response ought to be? What 
ought to be the proportion between our heri- 
tage and our devotion? 


2. HOW MUCH DO WE OWE CHRIST FOR 
OUR HOMES? What does our home mean? 
What value would we place upon them? We 
are all dimly aware that great values have come 
to us because of the truth, worship, prayer, song, 
strength and hope coming to us from the old 
home as well as from our own homes. A few 
years ago a large audience listened to a fine 
orchestra rendering the finest classical music. 
But there was but little enthusiasm. The leader 
saw the situation and the orchestra began play- 
ing Home Sweet Home. For a moment the audi- 
ence sat as if spell bound and then arose and 
sang it through with marked feeling. Where was 
that? In a Christian City. You could not get 
such a response in a non-Christian land for 
they have no corresponding values. How much 
is the home worth? How much would you give 
rather than part with it? What is the response 
in recognition and appreciation of our homes? 
Surely there is some fitting response to Christ 
from whom these blessings have come. 


3. HOW MUCH DO WE OWE FOR OUR 
CHRISTIAN CONVICTIONS? For the free- 
dom from the sense of guilt, shame and fear, 
for the enjoyment of peace, hope and pardon? 


How much for the assurance of the Fatherhood 
of God and all that flows from that assurance. 
There was a time when men believed that god 
or the gods were unfriendly, cruel, and life to 
them was a wilderness of fear lest the unseen 
should crush them for some failure to offer the 
sacrifices. We have come to see and think of God 
as Jesus and the whole outlook is changed. The 
outcome of that faith is a new brotherhood and 
fellowship which is lightened by love, courage 
and sacrificial care. What is this worth? What 
would we take and consciously exchange for 
the pagan conception of life and destiny? And 
yet all this and vastly more have come to us 
from Christ and His Gospel among us. What is 
the corresponding relation on our part? 


4. HOW MUCH DO WE OWE FOR THE 
IMMORTAL HOPE? When life is lived in 
health and plenty we may not think very 
profoundly of life beyond death but the time 
always comes when we must face the future 
and it is then we begin to be aware of the 
meaning of the Christian view of immortality 
and eternal life. It alone assures us that the 
values of life here still persist beyond death 
and that in the life beyond the ideals and long- 
ings for a perfect life will find their full con- 
summation. How much is this worth? What 
ought to be the response for such a hope? 


CONCLUSION: 

Even with this suggestion of commercial val- 
ues as pointing to spiritual relations it becomes 
evident that there is something worthwhile in 
trying to come to some adequate sense of val- 
ues. If the whole Christian community could 
answer this question as Christ would have it 
answered there would be a wonderful change, 
and that along two lines— 

a. There would come the new note of loy- 
alty into every heart. In the days of the Roman 
Empire a fearful persecution was initiated with 
the purpose of utterly destroying Christianity. 
The first order was that every soldier must wor- 
ship the Emperor or suffer death. In Northern 
France in one regiment forty men refused. 
Given a second chance they refused. Then 
stripped of their uniforms they were driven 
upon a frozen lake to perish of cold and 
hunger. The centurion anxious to save such 
brave men kindled a fire hoping they would 
recant. Toward the morning one man returned. 
When asked where the others were he replied 
they were there singing. So impressed was the 
centurion he discarded his uniform and took 
the place of the man who recanted and went 
out to join with the others until death claimed 
every man. A due appreciation of what Christ . 
means to us would bring this new note of devo- 
tion which would usher in a great revival of 
true religion. 

b. It would solve all the financial and social 
problems of the church. People give to that 
in which they are interested. If they felt Christ 
meant everything to them they would give as 
he has prospered them and that would be 
enough for his work. How much do we Owe 
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THINGS WHICH CANNOT BE SHAKEN 


By CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


“And this word, yet once more signifieth the 
removing of those things that are shaken, as of 
things that are made, that those things which 
cannot be shaken may remain.”—Heb. 12:27. 

In such a time as this it gives a man strength 
and comfort and hope to come upon a sentence 
like this in God’s Word—‘“that those things 
which cannot be shaken may remain.” After 
all, the shaking of the world is no new thing. 
This has always been a shaken world, and will 
continue to be shaken and overturned until it 
is Christ’s world. In this shaking there is an 
element of both progress and judgment. Old 
buildings must be torn down that new buildings 
may stand in their place. Heaps of debris must 
be swept away to make room for a new plat- 
form on which to build. Humanity is always 
sweeping onward. “Overturn and overturn,” is 
the cry of the present and the coming Christ. 
With this principle of progress there goes also 
the law of judgment. Between the shaking 
down and dissolution of nations and human in- 
stitutions and the moral law there is a direct, 
though often ignored, connection. The historian 
of Rome, Mommsen, has said that this fact, the 
law of retribution working in history, makes a 
Bible out of history: “And if she cannot, any 
more that the Bible, hinder the fool from mis- 
understanding, and the devil from quoting her, 
she, too, will be able to bear with and to re- 
quite them both.” In this work of retribution 
and shaking, digging the grave of what is vile 
because it is vile, God can use evil men and 
make the wrath of man to praise him. The 
incursions of the barbarians who carried the 
Roman Empire down to ruin, the violence and 
atrocities of the French Revolution, and the 
more recent Russian convulsion, were terrible 
things, and carried out, in some instances, by 
terrible men; and yet what they did had its 
place in progress and emancipation. In a letter 
written in 1808, by the Prussian Queen Louise, 
to her father, we have a noble expression of 
this faith in God’s purpose in the midst of 
world convulsions. Speaking of the Napoleonic 
dread which then lay across Europe, the queen 
wrote: “It were a crime to say, God is with 
the French Emperor; but he is manifestly an 
instrument in the hands of the Almighty to 
bury out of sight the old order for which He 
has no further purpose. I do not believe that 
the Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte is firm and 
secure on what at present is so dazzling a 
throne. Only truth and justice are steadfast 
and at rest. He is politic; that is, cunning, and 
he guides himself, not according to the eternal 
laws, but according to circumstances as they 
are just now. Consequently, he stains his rule 
with much injustice. I believe steadfastly in 
God, and therefore also in a moral ordering of 
the world. This I do not see in the reign of 
violence, and so I entertain the hope that bet- 
ter days will succeed the present evil ones.” 

In the midst of world convulsions we must 
always bear in mind these two principles of pro- 


gress and judgment. One who was himself a 
great world shaker in the hand of God, Crom- 
well, said, “What are all our histories, but God 
manifesting himself that he hath shaken and 
tumbled down, and trampled under foot what- 
soever He hath not planted?” 

After all the shakings of judgment and the 
testings of time, the unshakable remain. This 
the inspired writer puts in contrast with the 
things that are made. The things that are made, 
he says, are shaken and removed; that the 
things which cannot be shaken may abide. Even 
the heavens and the earth were not made for 
themselves and will pass, and the Scriptures 
make it clear that the whole physical platform 
of man’s life will be dissolved and leave not 
a wrack behind. But, what is more important 
for our thought, all those things which have 
been devised and created and fashioned by 
man, will pass. This includes kingdoms, em- 
pires, monarchies, democracies, dictatorships, 
despotisms and soviet unions. They are exter- 
nal things, efforts to express man’s idea of goy- 
ernment and justice. Nothing can be more 
apparent than that these forms have been 
shaken, are now being shaken, and shall be 
shaken. But the principles of law and order 
and government and justice—these were not 
made by man and cannot be shaken or de- 
stroyed. They remain intact after every con- 
vulsion. 

Moral principles abide because they cannot 
be shaken. Men can and do defy them and 
attack them or abandon them as they are ex- 
pressed in the Ten Commandments. But they 
remain to exact their penalties upon those who 
break them and to bestow their blessings upon 
those who keep them. It is impossible to think 
of any kind of society or government where 
these moral principles can be safely ignored. 
There is something in the mind of man which 
does them reverence, and after every convul- 
sion and social earthquake, they stand out in 
clearer characters. As Disraeli said once so 
eloquently at Oxford concerning the French 
Revolution, so it might be said today concern- 
ing the earthquake that now shakes the world: 
“When the turbulence was over, when the 
waters had subsided, the sacred heights of 
Sinai and of Calvary were again revealed, and 
amidst the wreck of thrones; extinct nations and 
abolished laws, mankind tried by so many sor- 
rows, purified by so much suffering, and wise 
with such unprecedented experience, bowed 
again before the divine truths that omnipo- 
tence had entrusted to the custody and pro- 
mulgation of a chosen people.” 

Things made are things seen, and are there- 
fore temporal and can be shaken down. But 
the things spiritual and unmade are eternal. 
We see the dust which fills the air, and start 
at the shock and crash of falling institutions. 
But we must remember the things which are 
unseen, spiritual and which cannot be shaken. 
We receive, says this writer, a kingdom which 
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cannot be moved. What are the possessions 
of that kingdom? They are prayer, faith, 
brotherly love, and hope. These things are not 
of the world. The world did not make them, 
the world did not bestow them, and it cannot 
take them away. 

This unshakable kingdom of the believer is 
summed up in Christ, the same yesterday, to- 
day, and forever. Unshaken Himself, it is He 
Who shakes the heavens and the earth. The 
earth shook when He cried, “It is finished” on 
the cross. But no shock of time shakes or can 
shake the Cross. It towers over the wrecks of 
time. Our fellowship with Christ, His love for 
us, our hope for tomorrow, our belief in the 
victory of righteousness—these are things which 
have never been shaken and cannot be shaken, 
and upon them we must put our reliance in 
these troubled and anxious times. The friend- 
ship and help of Christ is the same today that 
it has ever been. 

“But warm, sweet, tender, even yet, 

A present help is He, 

And faith has still its Olivet 

And love its Galilee.” 

The important question for us is this: Do I 
have a place in that kingdom of Christ, or is 
my kingdom the only kingdom which I own, 
one whose possessions are bank stocks, earth 
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pleasures, occupations, and relationships, all of 
which now shake and will be shaken; or am Ia 
citizen of this Kingdom unshakable? By re- 
pentance and by faith, you enter into that 
Kingdom. Christ, the same yesterday, today, 
and forever, invites you to enter. 

There is no city like Damascus, which is the 
oldest of cities built by man. There, as every- 
where, in the East associated with great events 
in the birth of Christianity, one is oppressed 
and depressed by the dominance of a fierce 
anti-Christian religion, for Damascus today is 
one of the sacred places of the Moslem world. 
What was once the great church of St. John the 
Baptist has now for centuries been a Moham- 
medan mosque. Standing in the shadow of the 
dome of the tomb of Saladin, the great Moslem 
conqueror, one can hear the muezzins cry from 
the minarets of the mosque that once resounded 
with hymns of praise to Christ. Reflecting upon 
that, and hearing that strange music, one’s 
faith needs to be strong. On one side of the 
mosque, where evidently there was an entrance 
to the ancient church, there are still to be seen, 
unobliterated by the Mohammedans, these 
words—and climbing up to read them, one takes 
new hope and courage for the future of Christ’s 
kingdom—“‘Thy Kingdom, O Christ, is an ever- 
lasting Kingdom!” u 


GOD IS TRUE TO HIMSELF 


By ROBERT HENRY MILLER 


And we know that to them that love God all 
things work together for good, even to them 
that are called according to his purpose. Rom. 
8:28. 

Few passages of our New Testament have 
been so rich in comfort for those who bear the 
burdens of life. Our text has been a banner 
of victory to millions of souls, borne down with 
sorrow. 

But we should not limit its use to occasions 
of suffering. These words were spoken by Paul 
at the very zenith of his activity. They were 
born in the brain of a man who was planning 
a statesmanly program of church extension. 
Two bold pieces of strategy lay before him. 
First, by a gift from all the Gentile churches 
to the brethren at Jerusalem he hoped to heal 
the breach which had threatened the unity of 
the Christian brotherhood. Second, with a uni- 
fied Christendom back of him, he proposed an 
advance upon Rome, the capital of the Em- 
pire. It was a mind harboring these great de- 
signs that gave birth to the words of our text. 
They are the words of a Christian warrior. 

We may be sure that the faith which sup- 
ported Paul will give the same support to those 
who bear the risk and toil of life today. Romans 
8:28 is quite as rich in inspiration as it is in 
comfort. The laborer can find as much here 
as the sufferer, the young as much as the old. 


I. The full meaning of our text does not 
appear until we have given some attention to 


the context. Let us follow Paul’s thought as 
it is set forth in the paragraph as a whole. 

“We know not what we should pray for as 
we ought.” That is, our desires are ignorant. 
They need direction and discipline. 

Is it not apparent to a little sober reflection 
that our chief difficulty is not our inability to 
get what we want, but our success in getting 
the things we want which are both useless and 
harmful? In the presence of wholesome food 
we live out of the garbage can. Our sense of 
values is at fault. We put evil for good and 
good for evil, darkness for light and light for 
darkness. We spend our money for that which 
is not bread and our labor for that which satis- 
fieth not. 

Two boys were bosom friends. In early man- 
hood they came to a parting of the ways. One 
went west to make his fortune, while the other 
became a great preacher and lecturer. For a 
period of over forty years neither heard from 
the other. 

Then without the intervention of either of 
the old time friends, the chautauqua committee 
at the home town of the westerner arranged 
for the preacher-lecturer to speak on their plat- 
form. When the farmer knew that the friend 
of his boyhood was to visit the community he 
arranged to meet him at the station and to en- 
tertain him in his home. 

At the appointed time they met, and were 
soon on their way to the home of the farmer. 
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When they came in sight of it, the visitor broke 
forth in words of highest praise, for it was a 
view to inspire eloquence in anyone who has 
an enthusiasm for country life. 

His host was quite unresponsive. “I reckon 
it is all right.” Then he made his confession. 
Forty-some years ago he had come west to 
make his fortune. He had made it, but by such 
hard driving as to earn the ill will of all his 
children, who had left him for distant parts. 
His wife had died under the regime of hard la- 
bor which he enforced. Now he was alone, tak- 
ing his meals at the table of a hired hand, amid 
scenes which recalled long-lost, happy days and 
wasted opportunities. 

This farmer was the victim of a mistaken de- 
sire. He set himself to achieve values which 
were less than the highest, and his success in 
winning them was his misfortune. 

“For cap and bells our lives we pay; 

Bubbles we buy with a whole soul’s tasking.” 
It was no ordinary insight that led Paul to say, 
“We know not what to pray for as we ought.” 


II. It is in this matter of our desires that the 
Spirit of God comes to our aid. You might call 
it the work of God within our lives in contrast 
to His providence over the world without, which 
is the subject of our text. “We know not what 
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit comes 
to the aid of our erring hungers. The Spirit 
guides our desires aright.” 

A false standard of values can waste a whole 
life in vain and profitless pursuits. It will guide 
us into blind alleys and set us at chasing phan- 
toms. 

Every life has time and energy enough to reg- 
ister some worthwhile achievement, if one’s val- 
ues are true and his desires are right. 

The character of our desires, therefore, makes 
all the difference between futility and useful- 
ness, defeat and victory, death and life. That 
man is saved whose desires have been brought 
into harmony with God’s will by the Holy Spirit. 

In the context which we are studying, Paul 
further reminds us that, in respect to our needs, 
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God combines perfect knowledge with perfect 
passion. He knows all, and loves to the end. 
He desires our good with yearning which passes 
human understanding, “with groanings which 
cannot be uttered.” 

Or, to put it in other words, Paul is at home 
in the world. He is like a child in the house 
of good parents. He does not worry about food, 
clothing, and shelter. That is the care of some- 
one who is wiser and stronger than he. So it 
was with Paul; so it is with us. One who is 
wiser and stronger than we is inexpressibly 
concerned about our welfare. His Holy Spirit 
is constantly at work within us, teaching us to 
desire those things which are of supreme worth. 


III. Paul now directs our thought to God’s 
providence over the world about us. “All things,” 
he says, “work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose.” 

The force of all that has been said is gathered 
up in this triumphant utterance of faith. If God 
is the author of high desires, will He not be 
true to his own work? Will He not help to re- 
alize those desires? 

My father died in 1892, leaving mother with 
four sons, whose ages were six, five, three, and 
one. Five years later mother moved into a house 
on the farm of my uncle, in order that he might 
“teach the boys to work,” as she expressed it. 

As my uncle worked with us he was always 
talking of those things which boys should know 
and do. One of his hobbies was that every young 
person should get a college education. He was 
never done pressing the point. He had the hap- 
piness to see all eight of his children graduate 
from college. 

It was he who planted in their hearts a desire 
for a college education. Who, do you suppose, 
paid the bill? He did. The author of that desire 
put all his resources into its realization! 

Is not God as good? If His Spirit trains us 
to desire the highest things, is it not a positive 
guarantee that He will make all things work to- 
gether toward their attainment? 


REGENERATION 


By MARTIN PAUL LUTHER 


“Except a man be born from above, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3. 

Regeneration is a doctrinal term which re- 
ceives its share of ridicule. It is a popular 
word in the seat of the scoffers. This is a term 
which receives its share of neglect in religious 
circles. Why is it ridiculed by some and neg- 
lected by others? Because it is not adequately 
understood by either. 

Regeneration describes a fact of life which is 
necessary to progress. Regeneration is a part 
of nature’s process and is indispensable to the 
successful life. The word means to “be born 
again.” The Greek word that is used means 
“to become.” 

The infant which is born is one who is “be- 


coming.” The man, like Nicodemus, who is 
born again is one who is “becoming” some- 
thing better, finer, nobler than his former or 
present state of being. Nicodemus presents a 
case of arrested development. He knew the 
Jewish law. He had not interpreted the facts 
which he held as so much information. 

The Ten Commandments had not been trans- 
lated into vital experience. His life was formal. 
Therefore, it was lacking in sympathy, love and 
human helpfulness. We say that there was 
ph fesse oe lacking in the makeup of his person- 
ality. 

All life has its examples of regeneration. The 
seed which is cast into the ground to live must 
germinate, die, cast off something and take on 
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something. That is regeneration. It is a pro- 
cess of development and not a finished act. 
The seed may lie dormant until it meets the 
forces of earth in the soil—then it is born 
again. 

Here is a man’s life going along on the level 
of mediocrity or showing signs of retrogression. 
Then there comes an awakening. The life ger- 
minates—makes necessary adjustments with 
the forces of the universe and begins to grow 
again. It is readily understood then that regen- 
eration implies a conscious need for develop- 
ment, an appropriation and utilization of the 
forces of this world to help in attaining a 
grander degree of life. The only consistent scof- 
fer, then, is the man who actually enjoys mean, 
static, unprogressive life—the man who is fully 
satisfied with things of low degree. 

What does religion offer to men as an aid 
to the regenerate life? 


1. First of all it is the primary task of relig- 
ion to awaken men from spiritual lethargy and 
indifference to understand the need for a new 
and better life. The greatest tragedy for the 
race is for a man to feel he has reached the 
height of his career. There are too many people 
who are saying in effect “I am” when the 
tone of their lives should be, “I am becoming.” 
One of the most common expressions of the 
day is one which is uttered so often in the 
midst of a task: “I have done all I can.” Jesus 
wept bitterly when it looked as if he could do 
no more for Jerusalem and all it represented in 
the life of the people. Yet he went on from 
there to the cross. We stop on the hill over- 
looking Jerusalem and the cross. We have made 
a mess of our lives because we have been too 
prone to “let well enough alone.” Nicodemus 
saw that his formal and static life could not 
match the beauty and moral value of Jesus, so 
“he came to Jesus.” 


2. The second thing which religion offers is 
the principle of association. Nicodemus came to 
Jesus. He became associated with the most pow- 
erful personality and life-giving influence in 
Palestine. When he sat through the night with 
Jesus all the force of the Master seemed to pen- 
etrate his being. This ruler of the Jews entered 
into a discussion on the meaning of life. He 
sought to discover the highest point of view. 
He had an opportunity to see the incarnation 
of the highest spiritual values in the life of 
a man. This law of association is the founda- 
tion work of every human structure. Live with 
the best that you know in art, literature, music 
and the finest example of noble living until the 
best of it all penetrates your being. The person 
who lives constantly in the atmosphere of the 
New Testament will some day find himself 
making progress in the art of living. The old 
adage, “birds of a feather flock together,” is 
the principle of life working in a positive sense 
in the careers of the Apostles and the true 
saints of the Church of yesterday and today. 
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If your heart is awakened to the need of spir- 
itual development seek the company of high- 
minded persons. 


3. Then be sure that the regenerate life de- 
pends in the third place upon a struggle. Temp- 
tations are not easily overcome until good hab- 
its of thought and practice are formed. It was 
not easy for the twelve to live after the man- 
ner of Jesus, and one of them failed miserably. 
We are not sure that Nicodemus passed this 
third test. We do know that the Apostle St. 
Paul was thinking of the values that come from 
accepting life as a struggle when he said near 
the end, “I have fought a good fight.” He had 
to strive daily with the weakness of his person. 
The mastery of one’s person and circumstances 
is one of the greatest achievements of all time. 
Few there be who pass the test. Nevertheless 
religion says: Expect and be prepared for strug- 
gle in the development of life. Do not become 
a Christian to find an easy life. If your con- 
science is awakened to the need of regeneration 
you will find in Christ a new source of power 
to battle with life’s enemies. “I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengtheneth me,” said 
one who knows what he was talking about. 


4. Finally, religion offers the thought that 
the regenerate life depends upon the ideal or 
objective. No man ever goes higher than the 
ideal which summons him. If there is one wrong 
our generation is committing, it is that of drift- 
ing with the tide. We, as individuals, seem to . 
have lost our sense of direction. In the days 
of sailing vessels there were few who knew how 
to use the sextant and compass. Such a navi- 
gators was indispensable. The charting of the 
course, too, was essential. Our tendency is to 
live from day to day. We do not plan a spirit- 
ual achievement nor do we look forward to a 
better day with any idea as to what that day 
will be like. What do you wish to make of your 
life? Create your ideal. Come to Jesus for an 
understanding of the values which must go into 
the composite picture of life’s tomorrow. Why 
not consider the high points of morals which 
we should like to reach ere we pass to eternity. 
One likes the attitude of William Ellery Chan- 
ning in building the course of his life in what 
he calls “My Symphony”: 


To live content with small means; 

To seek elegance rather than luxury; 
And refinement rather than fashion; 
To be worthy, not respectable; 

And wealthy, not rich; 

To study hard, think quietly, 

Talk gently, act frankly; 

To listen to stars and birds, 

To babes and sages with open heart; 
To hear all cheerfully, do all bravely; 
Await occasions, hurry never; 

In a word, to let the spiritual, 
Unbidden and unconscious, 

Grow up through the common— 

This is to be my symphony. 
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COMFORT FOR THOSE WHO MOURN 


By CHARLES H. KUENZLI 


“As one whom his mother comforteth, so will 
I comfort you.” Isaiah 66:13. 

The Word of the Lord holds for us messages 
of comfort and of healing. In our hours of sor- 
row and of loneliness, our minds are more open 
to heavenly influences, and more receptive to 
the angelic message, than in the ordinary rou- 
tine of life. The Lord has given us special prom- 
ises for our reassurance during the dark hours 
of grief and of loss. “Blessed are they that 
mourn,” he says, “for they shall be comforted.” 
“Let not your heart be troubled ... in my Fath- 
er’s house are many mansions.” 

None of us have found this world so joyous, 
or the things of this world so satisfying or so 
secure, that we would want to remain here to 
eternity. Most of us have learned to look for- 
ward with eager anticipation and expectancy to 
the fuller, freer life of the spiritual world, 
which is independent of the limitations of this 
world. As the encroaching claims of old age wean 
us away from the merely natural things of life, 
we are being prepared for the life of heaven. 
All our activities and interests, our most ab- 
sorbing and useful occupations, as well as our 
weakness and weariness, our illnesses and dis- 
appointed hopes, may point us to the surer and 
more tangible things which this world does but 
picture. : 

There is planted in the inmost depths of 
every human soul the assurance of immortal- 
ity. If this instinct is not awakened or de- 
veloped into living consciousness in this world, 
it is not thereby destroyed. It lies dormant until 
the angels of the resurrection awaken us to 
conscious thought concerning what we have 
termed “the hereafter.” Those beings who have 
ministered to us during our earth-life as guar- 
dian angels have not forgotten nor forsaken 
us in this hour of change. The hard things 
of life may have served to loosen us from our 
love of the world, so that we are prepared to 
relinquish it gratefully, “not knowing whither 
we go.” On the other hand, the uses and in- 
nocent pleasures of this world may have awak- 
ened in us a desire and a longing for the wiser 
uses and the more enduring joys of heaven. 

The fact that man is a spiritual being be- 
comes more and more apparent to us as our 
hearts are drawn more and more to that heav- 
enly home to which so many of our dear ones 
have preceded us. Our sorrow is alleviated be- 
cause of their release from the weakness, the 
pain, the sorrows and the burdens of this world; 
yet we need the reassurance, given in the Lord’s 
own words, concerning the continuation of life 
beyond the valley, to the heights above. This 
thought has been developed in Longfellow’s 
“Resignation”: 

There is no Death! What seems so is transition. 
This life of mortal breath. 

Is but the suburb of the life elysian, 
Whose portal we call Death. 


We are taught by the Lord himself, from his 


own example and from his work among us, 
something of the state to which we come after 
the death of the body. It has been told us by 
the Swedish seer, Emanuel Swedenborg, that 
“those who have recently died greatly wonder 
that they should have lived in such ignorance 
and blindness about the state of their life 
after death.” We who still live in this world 
might also “greatly wonder” at our state of ig- 
norance, more especially since the Lord’s teach- 
ing concerning the spiritual nature of man and 
his immortality is the foundation of the Chris- 
tian faith. He says: “I am come that they might 
have life, and might have it more abundantly.” 
Again he says: “Other sheep I have which are 
not of this fold; them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice.” 

The Lord spoke to Jairus concerning this ex- 
perience of death. When the messenger came 
with the tidings that the daughter of the ruler 
of the synagog was dead, even after the Lord 
had been told of her illness, and while he 
paused to bestow comfort and healing where 
there was great need, he said: “Be not afraid; 
only believe.” When he was confronted with the 
evidence of death, he insisted: “The damsel is 
not dead, but sleepeth.” In the case of Lazarus, 
confronted with still more conclusive evidence 
of the reality and permanence of death, he 
spoke to the sorrowing sisters: “Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me, shall never die!” He 
had already told his disciples that he would 
go that he might awaken his friend Lazarus 
from this sleep which we call death, and this 
he did. 

These restorations do but picture for us the 
Lord’s power over the “last enemy,” and they 
show for-our reassurance that death is indeed 
but a-~deeper and more restful sleep than any 
which we have known. In our natural sleep and 
awakening, night after night and day after 
day, we have faith that we shall not forget, in 
the intervening hours between our falling asleep 
and our awakening, our family and friends. We 
do not fear that we shall fail to remember our 
surroundings, as well as the past events of our 
lives. So, in this sleep called death, from which 
the Lord awakens each one to a realization of 
the spiritual realities of what we call “the other 
life,’ we will find ourselves unchanged, except 
in our freedom from the burdens of materiality. 
We are taught that when we are awakened to 
this new spiritual state, free from the limita- 
tions, the hindrances and the suffering of this 
world, we are not in a strange and unfamiliar 
country, but are consciously in the spiritual 
home of which we have ever been inhabitants. 
This spiritual home, in which we are actually 
living now; from which comes our love for all 
that is true and beautiful; in which we find the 
happiness which this world cannot give, be- 
comes visible to us as the veil of the flesh is 
withdrawn and left behind. 


We begin in the spiritual world exactly where 
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we leave off in the natural world, just as we 
begin tomorrow very. much as we leave today. 
There is in both cases this difference: We have 
had the benefit of the healing, strengthening 
restorative, sleep! In the case of the sleep called 
death, we have immediate and increasing oppor- 
tunities for development along the line which 
we have chosen and made our own in this 
world. How could it be otherwise! 

All that we have loved—all that has loved 
us—of our beloved, has ever been the spiritual 
individuality, which is not subject to death or 
decay. We are assured that “one life continues 
into the other, and that death is merely the 
transition . . . All the hindrances to progress, 
all affliction and infirmities which we feel so 
keenly in this world, are there done away.” 

We may be sure that in all that concerns us 
there is a wise and loving Providence, which is 
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able to bring a good through all that seems most 
sorrowful and sad. We may realize, for our com- 
fort, that the “shadow” is on this side of the 
valley—never on the other. The flowers with 
which we surround the garment which formerly 
clothed our beloved, do but counterfeit the love- 
liness upon which their eyes unclose. The tender, 
loving sympathy with which our friends sur- 
round us, do but show forth that sweeter, deeper 
and more heavenly aspect of the divine love, 
which enfolds and upholds the soul awakening 
to the surety of heavenly joy and beauty. The 
message from the Lord is to each one—whether 
on this or the other side of the shadow: “Yea, I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love. There- 
fore with loving kindness have I drawn thee.” 
“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you. Continue ye in my love.” 


eee UN | OR PUL Pe 


THE ARTIST’S SIGNATURE 


By F. C. HOGGARTH 


A curious story is told of the Flemish painter, 
Quintin Matsys, who died four hundred years 
ago. As a youth he followed the trade of a 
blacksmith. Then he fell in love with an artist’s 
daughter, only to find that her father refused 
to sanction her marriage with anyone except an 
artist. It seemed an unpromising situation for 
the smith. Matsys, however, determined to win 
her hand, began to study art. Presently he laid 
aside his hammer, left the forge and entered 
a studio. His love apparently kindled unsuspected 
powers and Matsys in due course was found to 
have artistic capacity of a high order. His in- 
deed became one of the greatest names in Flem- 
ish art. “He is” says one authority, “the first 
complete painter, who runs through the whole 
gamut of human feelings and passions.” He was 
a superb colourist. His masterpiece the Entomb- 
ment, was ordered by the Antwerp joiners guild 
for the decoration of their Altar in the Church 
of Notre Dame, and is now in the Museum of 
that city. 

An interesting fact about Matsys is that he 
was accustomed to sign his pictures with the 
three words “As I can,” an echo possibly of 
words once spoken by Jesus “She hath done 
what she could.” His constant aim, apparently, 
was to do the best work of which he was cap- 
able. He refused to do slipshod work. He never 
fell into the habit of saying or of thinking that 
anything would do. 

A famous man once said that the words “this 
will do” have done more harm than almost any 
other words in the language. He thought the 
nation was in for a difficult time, especially in 
industry and commerce and that the only 
chance was for everyone to do his best. Youths 
who want to make good must never use that ex- 
cusing phrase, “this will do.” They should always 


be able to say “This is the best I could do.” To 
live in that spirit is true patriotism and good 
religion. Slipshod work is both unpatriotic and 
irreligious. 

The refusal to do his best was the sin of the 
man with the one talent. The disgruntled fellow 
didn’t try. He thought he had a grievance and 
threw away the one chance of making something 
worth while of life. 

Visiting a famous college once, we saw over 
the entrance the motto “Quant ja puis’—“As 
much as I can.” We found it also on the cover 
of the School Magazine, surrounded by oak 
leaves and acorns. Whether the students man- 
age to live up to the motto we do not know. Any- 
how, they have one of the finest mottoes in the 
world, and one that runs counter to some cur- 
rent traditions found in schools. “As little as I 
can” seems the motto of some. Clever ways are 
sometimes devised for dodging work, of making a 
fair show with a minimum of effort. 

In games of course, the best is usually given. 
Anything less than the best there would be 
visited by the deserved contempt of one’s school 
mates. It is possible, however, to slack in the 
classroom and not be less thought of by them. 
The motto honoured in games is not always 
honoured in work. 

The worst of it is that such an attitude is not 
easily left behind once school and college days 
are over. To live in that way year after year 
is to have formed a life habit. To manage to 
get through with minimum effort may at the 
time seem clever, but it is a calamity. All too 
many have “As little as I can” as their life mot- 
to. They are found in every office and work- 
shop. 

Edward Bok, in his autobiography, tells how 
when he entered business he expected to find 
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all the avenues to success crowded with eager 
aspirants. Instead of which he says he found 
every avenue wide open and not over-peopled. 
Nothing astonished him more, he says, than the 
low average of ability of those he often had to 
work with. He looked at the top and instead 
of finding it overcrowded he was surprised at 
the few who reached there: the top fairly beg- 
ged for more to climb its heights. Then he sig- 
nificantly adds, “for every youth eager to serve, 
willing to do more than he was paid for, he 
found ten trying to solve the problem of how 
little they could do for the pay received.” 

“As much as I can” ought to be set over 


every factory and office as well as over every 
school in the land. That is the spirit needed, not 
in one class only, but in every class. For youth 
it is the way upward. The heights are open 
to the youth of that spirit. 

When Baden Powell formed the junior boy 
Scouts, he called them Cubs and gave them this 
motto—“Every Cub is expected to do his best.” 
There could hardly be a finer expectation. It is 
a great challenging ideal to set over a boy’s 
beginnings. Nothing finer or more promising 
could happen to a nation than for its boys 
and girls to be forming that into a life habit. 


THE LEGEND OF THE DEVIL’S REQUEST 


By F. C. HOGGARTH, BOLTON, ENG. 


Mediaeval legend tells of an angel being sent 
from Heaven to warn the Devil that God in- 
tended to take from him all the temptations by 
which he had seduced mankind. The Devil ap- 
parently accepted the decision, being unable to 
do otherwise. He begged the angel, however, to 
leave him just one temptation, the least im- 
portant of them all. When the angel asked the 
name of the one thus requested, the Devil’s 
answer was “Depression.” After due considera- 
tion the angel concluded that Depression was a 
negligible unit among the sins and granted the 
request. So that one temptation remained as 
the Devil’s only wile. “Good,” laughed the evil 
one after the angel’s departure, “in this one gift 
I have secured all.” 

The old tale is no compliment to Angelic wis- 
dom. But then the Devil always was a wily rogue 
and there was not a little insight in his choice. 

Depression and its allies, gloom, sullenness, 
sloth, worked much havoc in mediaeval religion. 
Mediaeval Moralists had much to say about 
this sin which often seemed to be fostered by 
the monastic type of life. 

The legend doubtless grew out of their fear 


for this besetting peril—the spirit which regards 
the world is hopelessly given over to evil, which 
says: “the struggle naught availeth,” and ceases 
to fight and strive. 

Depression of that sort is not confined to the 
mediaeval age. Nor is it a negligible, harmless 
affair of temperament. Where it enters, a man’s 
soul is in peril. Depression paralyses. It knows 
no enthusiasm, attempts no exploits, wins no 
victories. It is the very negation of the Chris- 
tion religion. For Christianity set Hope in the 
very forefront of the virtues. “Now abideth, 
Faith, Hope and Love”’—these three and the 
midmost is Hope. The Bible is a book of Hope. 
The God it reveals is a God of Hope—a God 
who is ever bringing new hope into apparently . 
hopeless situations. A recurring, prophetic 
phrase, heard in the worst situations is that 
forward looking and hope filled word. “Behold 
the days come, saith the Lord.” 

Not the least part of His salvation is to save 
men unto hope and enable them to face life 
and all it brings in a brave and buoyant spirit. 
For by hope do we live. 


A GOOD ACCOUNT 


By W. R. SIEGART 


Philemon 18.—Put that to mine account. 

In these days we are familar with accounts 
which are not fully paid. Some people who owe 
money don’t feel like paying or maybe they are 
not able to pay. Banks have been forced to close 
because their loans were not paying sufficient 
interest and because the principal of loans were 
not being paid. So we understand that accounts 
should be paid. 

But I wonder if we ever heard of a kind of 
account whose virtue consists in never being 
paid in full? That’s a peculiar account, isn’t 


it? But it’s just the sort of account I want to tell 
you about this morning. 

Some years ago Cornell College had a dean — 
by the name of Hamlin H. Freer. He it was who 
started one of these most peculiar accounts. It 
wasn’t in a bank either; it was in a human 
heart. 

One day a young man by the name of Edward 
T. Devine came to Dean Freer for help. This 
young man had recently been graduated from 
Cornell. He was very brilliant but he looked 
very young. He wanted to be a teacher but 
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everywhere he applied for a position they re- 
used to give it to him because the school 


rogress, So he came to Dean Freer for help. 

Now the Dean knew the talents of the young 
nan and he had faith in him, so he told Devine 
1re would take the matter in charge. He, him- 
elf, went to see one school board after another 
until he got Devine a job. The young man was 
very grateful. He said, “What can I do to show 
y gratitude for your help?” The Dean then 
started his peculiar account which hasn’t been 
aid in full to the present day. He said, “Edward, 
hen you get a chance to help some other young 
ellow, do it and charge it to my account.” Every 
ime Edward helped some one he would charge 
t to the Dean’s account and thus it was to be 
aid. 

Some years passed and young Edward was 
hen secretary of the organized charities of 
New York City. There came to him a young 
an by the name of Frank Persons, just grad- 
ated from college, looking for a job. He got 
me, and he too wanted to express his gratitude. 
ut Edward Devine told him about his own 
Xperience with Dean Freer and said, “This is 
m the Dean’s account. When you get a chance 
Oo help some young man get a job, charge it to 
y account.” 

Some more years passed and Persons came 
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to occupy the position Devine held as secretary 
of the organized charities of New York City. 
But that was not the end. It was not long ago 
that President Roosevelt appointed Frank Per- 
sons to direct the reforestation army of 250,000 
jobless men. So you see he has been engaged 
in finding work for all these men. Perhaps he 
is charging part of it to the account of Dean 
Freer and part to the account of Edward De- 
vine. 

What a wonderful chain that is! It is cer- 
tainly a very good account. It continues even 
after the person who started it has left this life. 

So every one of us can start such a good ac- 
count. When we can help some one let’s do it. 
When we can do good for some one let’s do it. 
Then we too can build up such a good account 
that it will never be paid in full. The good deeds 
we do multiply and increase. In joy and satis- 
faction we reap our rewards. Such payment of 
kindness is never completed. People have been 
known to have been kind to strangers and they 
have been known thus to have entertained 
angels. 

(This is a specimen sermon, one of 57, writ- 
ten by Dr. Siegart and published in book form 
under the title “Children of God” and other 
story sermons. The book is seventy-five cents, 
and may be had at your local book store, just 
released.) 


THE THANK-YOU MAN 


By CHARLES ARTHUR BOYD 


Once upon a time a certain Teacher was trav- 
sling to the capital city of his country. On the 
way he had to go through a certain town and 
m the edge of this town he had a most interest- 
ng adventure. 

In that country in that time they had no 
10spitals for the sick folks, and when anybody 
1ad a particularly catching disease like the 
neasles or the scarlet fever, the only way they 
new of to prevent the disease from spreading 
vas to send the sick man away off by himself 
o live on the edge of town. Not a very good 
vay to make him get well quick, do you think? 
There was one particular disease which they 
vere more afraid of than any other, and the 
voor folks who had it were driven off from 
verybody else and had to get along as best they 
ould off by themselves. Since folks did not die 
f this disease right away, it was quite natural 
hat those who had it would get together in lit- 
le groups and help each other all they could. 
sut. they had to keep out of the towns and live 
n the edge of things in more ways than one. 

Well, as this Teacher, who also had a reputa- 
ion as a wonderful Physician, came along to- 
ard this certain town on this particular day, 
e saw off at a distance from the road a group 
f these unfortunate sick folks, and he was sor- 
y for them. Some of them spied him, too, and 
ney guessed that this might be the wonderful 
hysician about whom they had heard folks 
ulking as they passed along the road. So they 


rushed all together toward the road and got as 
near to it as the law would let them. There they 
waited till he came along and when he was 
near enough to hear them, they all shouted out 
“Have mercy, Have mercy, Have mercy on us.” 
The Teacher-Physician stopped, looked at them, 
saw how badly off they all were, and then quiet- 
ly spoke. 

“Go, show yourselves unto the priests.” 

That was ali he said, but it meant a great | 
deal to those poor outcast sick folks. In that 
country it did sometimes happen that folks did 
get well even from that terrible disease, and the 
law of the land provided that when anybody 
thought he was cured he should go and be 
examined by the priest, and if the priest thought 
he was well, he should make certain offerings 
and after staying off by himself for a certain 
number of days, he might be declared well again. 

So these poor men knew what those directions 
meant. They didn’t stop to ask all about what 
was going to happen, nor what the priests might 
say to them if they were to come without being 
cured. They just started then and there, taking 
the Teacher-Physician at his word, pretty sure 
that something good was sure to come to them. 

On the way that something good did happen, 
for every one of the ten of them was cured! 

Then another something good happened to 
one of them—only one, it is sad to relate. The 
other nine were so excited about being cured 
that they forgot all about this other good thing. 
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The one man, when he saw that he was well 
again, turned around right there and went back 
to hunt up the Teacher-Physician. What for, do 
you suppose? To say “Thank You,” of course! 
But nine out of ten just completely forgot to 
thank the One who had done such a wonderful 
thing for them. 

“The Thank You Man” received another great 
blessing, for when he said his “Thank You,” the 
Teacher-Physican told him to go in peace, for 
his faith had made him whole. 
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It might be interesting if every Junior should 
keep tabs on himself for a week to see which 
group he belongs in—the nine “Take-things- 
for-granted” folks, or the one “Thank-You- 
Man.” 


Look-up-things 


1. The name of the Teacher-Physician. 
2. The book of the Bible which tells this story. 
3. The nationality of the “Thank-You-Man.” 


LENTEN SERMON OUTLINES 


By I. J. SWANSON. 


Lent has been observed from the early days 
of the Christian Church as a period of fasting 
and reflection, preparatory to the festival of 
Easter. In the time of Irenaeus, during the 
forty hours between the afternoon of Good Fri- 
day and Easter morning—the length of time 
the body of our Lord lay in the tomb, food was 
entirely abstained from. 

In Alexandria, about the middle of the third 
century, it was customary to fast, partially, 
during Holy Week. Early in the fourth century, 
the Lenten season was observed not only by fast- 
ing during Holy Week, but by preparation for 
baptism, for absolution, and for retreat and 
recollection. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on 
the Saturday before Easter. (Ash Wednesday, 
this year, falls on March 6). 

Lent is observed by the Roman Catholic, the 
Greek Catholic, the Lutheran, and the Anglican 
Churches. Many other Protestant churches are 
now observing the season. 

It is a period for self-denial, for searching of 
heart, for meditation on our Lord’s temptations 
and his spiritual victories. This sort of regimen 
is good for both body and soul. It helps to de- 
velop the prayer life, it gives one spiritual poise; 
it increases loyalty to the Church and the 
Kingdom. Through instruction in pastors’ class- 
es during Lent, multitudes of young people are 
prepared for church membership. 


I. The Temptation Of Jesus in the Desert 
Matt. 4:1-11. 

After the baptism of Jesus, the opened heav- 
ens, the spirit of God descending upon him like 
a dove, lighting upon him, and a voice saying, 
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased,” Jesus was led of the spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil! After a 
great spiritual experience, there is often reac- 
tion, and temptation. But God tempteth no man 
to evil. It is a test of one’s moral and spiritual 
convictions and, in this case, of the Messiahship 
of Jesus. 

1. The people were looking for a Messiah who 
would show miraculous powers. 

Jesus had that sort of power, but he would 


not use it for himself. See Jesus reply to the 
devil’s suggestion. (verse 4). The higher life 
is not to be sacrificed for the sake of the lower. 
2. Verses 5 and 6. The devil does not deny Jesus’ 
Sonship, but asks him to do a spectacular act, 
since Scripture warranted it. (The Devil mis- 
quoted the Scripture.) Jesus refused. It would 
be presumptuous. It would be a convincing proof 
to the people, if Jesus were to cast himself from 
such a great height and would suffer no harm; 
but Jesus pointed out that God had not promised 
to protect any one who assumed such a risk 
without the Divine order. 

3. Verses 7-10. The strongest temptation of the 
three. Jesus wanted to win the world to God. 
The devil painted a dazzling picture—he would 
give all the kingdoms of the world, “if thou wilt 
fall down and worship me.” The condition broke 
the spell. Verse 10 expresses Jesus’ scathing con- 
demnation and contempt. 

In the end Jesus will rule all the world—in 
righteousness and love. (See Rev. 11:15). Note 
Jesus’ use of Scripture to repel these tempta- 
tions. Verse 11. After temptations are resisted, 
and character tested and found sound and 
leadership demonstrated, the angels come to 
minister to such high souls; they share the 
fellowship of the heavenly host. 


II. When Ye Pray, Say, Our Father 
Which Art In Heaven 
Luke 11:2. 

It is assumed here that men will pray. It is 
normal to the human race—the exception proves 
the rule. But often prayers are selfish. They will 
be less so, if we say “our” Father. It includes 
the family—the world family, whose needs we 
should pray for as well as for our own. “There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male no female: for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus.” He was the first 
internationalist; the first true democrat; the 
first to acknowledge equality of the sexes. Now 
if we sincerely say, when we pray, “Our” Fath- 
er, we at once acknowledge that we are brethren, 
children of the one God. We are in the greatest 
brotherhood on earth. We must therefore seek 
their highest good, both material and spiritual. 
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The Russian Soviets claim to be a brother- 
hood, but since they do not believe in God, they 
cannot pray “Our Father’; and as a matter of 
fact they do not practice genuine brotherhood. 
It is a matter of record, which Russians do not 
deny, that knowingly and deliberately, they took 
@ few years ago so much wheat from the peas- 
ants to feed their industrial population that 
there was not enough to carry the peasants 
through the winter, and millions of them 
starved. 

How different was the attitude of that great 
Russian, Count Tolstoy. Multitudes of Russians 
in his day were like him in having a sense of 
brotherhood, they acknowledge its claims. One 
day Tolstoy was accosted by a beggar who 
sought alms. Tolstoy felt for money in his 
pockets, but finding none, said to the beggar, 
“Brother, I am sorry that I do not happen to 
have any money with me, else I would gladly 
help you.” “Thank you,” replied the beggar. 
“You have given me more than gold. You have 
called me brother.” 


Ill. Thy Kingdom Come 
Matt. 6:11. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
' Give us this day our daily bread. Millions upon 
millions are longing, if not praying, for such 
_a kingdom. They are hoping for it through com- 
munism; or fascism; or nazi-ism; or through 
a kingdom ruled by a wise, able, and Christian 
king; or through a “New Deal.” What they want, 
is that kind of government that will secure to 
all its nationals a fair chance at the good things 
of life. In short, for all their fellow-citizens they 
desire security of employment, a chance to own 
a home, security in old age, protection of health, 
“bread” for body, mind, and soul. Unlike the 
Russian Soviets, our country is taking care of 
some ten millions now out of work; it is plan- 
ning to provide work for the employable, until 
private industry can employ them; and is ask- 
ing the States to take care, by charity, of the 
two millions or so of the unemployable. Is not 
this the proper Christian attitude? 

One of our Protestant denominations has ap- 
pointed a Council for Social action, and states, 
“our all-inclusive objective at home and abroad 
is the realization of the Kingdom of God, which 
involves the regeneration of individuals and 
their integration into a new world order, just 
cooperative, and righteous.” Is not this one good 
way to work for the kingdom? 


IV. The Soul Comes Back 

Matt. 16:26-27. 

It is encouraging to find preachers turning 
back to Jesus’ point of view regarding the soul. 
We have had entirely too much in recent years 
of behavioristic psychology, and far too little of 
the teaching of Jesus about the soul. It is im- 
portant, of course, for preachers to consider the 
effect of environment upon personality—social, 
economic, political, and all other factors; but 
it is all-important to understand what Jesus 
taught about the soul. 
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Some months ago, the writer heard a brilliant 
liberal minister publicly confess that he had 
changed his preaching from the dominantly in- 
tellectual to the dominantly spiritual. He had 
gone through in recent months, he said, a deep 
emotional experience which brought him close 
to God. He sought God in his distress and found 
comfort and fresh strength. It was a vital ex- 
perience of spirit meeting spirit, through prayer. 
This experience has enabled him to preach the 
message of Jesus with new power and marked | 
effect. His splendid intellect is now consecrated 
to preaching the Gospel of Christ. 

Just recently, we find Dr. Albert Edward Day, 
who has given great service to the redemption 
of the social order, declaring in his new book, 
Jesus and Human Personality, that “too many 
ministers have abandoned a primary concern for 
individuals in their passion for transformation 
of social systems.” He puts emphasis, in this 
book, upon redeeming the individual rather than 
upon revolutionizing society. He works for both, 
of course; but feels that the salvation of the 
individual is the primary duty of the church. 
The soul is coming back! 


V. Jesus’ Faith in His Disciples—And In Us 
Matt. 28:19-20. 

This great Commission implies Jesus’ supreme 
confidence in the eleven. They were commission- 
ed to “teach all nations whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.” Their inspiration was the abiding 
presence of Christ with them. It was a sublime 
faith of Jesus in men who for the most part 
were ordinary, but the centuries have justified 
it. 

Review the growth of Christianity: 120 at the 
Ascension; about 3000 more at Pentecost; the 
conversion of Constantine and his Edict of 313, 
proclaiming Christianity as the State religion; 
kept the light of learning and religion burning 
through the Dark Ages; showed its power of 
revival in the Reformation; spread into the 
Americas; spread into Asia and Africa; and is 
now a world religion. And marvellous to relate, 
it gained in the last century as many followers 
as in all the preceding centuries! 

Jesus’ faith in the Eleven is finely illustrated 
in a story of Gabriel’s interview just after the 
Ascension. “Now that you have left the world, 
what Lord is your plan to spread your Gospel?” 
“T have intrusted the work to the Eleven,” re- 
plied Jesus. “But if they should fail, what other 
plan have you, Lord?” inquired Gabriel. “I have 
no other plan,” replied Jesus; “if they fail, all 
fails’; “but,” he added, “they will not fail.” 
They have not failed! Jesus’ faith in them and 
their successors has been justified. 


Books For Reading in Lent 

The following books will be found very helpful 
for planning your Lenten Services—both in ma- 
terial for addresses and stimulus to personal de- 
votion: 

His Last Week, Hope Pub. Co. 

A Christian Manifesto. Edwin Lewis, Abing- 
don (new). 
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The Minister’s Annual for 1935, edited by 
Joseph M. Ramsey. Revell. $2.00. It contains 
sermons for Ash Wednesday, the six Sundays 
in Lent and Good Friday. 

Let Us Keep Lent, by G. E. Lenski. Harpers. 
$1.00. Lenten Sermons by Representative Preach- 
ers, Edited by F. J. North. Doubleday, Doran & 
Co. $2.00. 

Lenten Sermons, by Rev. W. B. Greenway, 
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D.D., Pastor of Philadelphia’s Largest Presby- 
terian Church. Shelley. $1.50. 

His Last Week, An Imaginary Narrative of 
Thomas, The Doubter, by J. W. G. Ward, DD 
Doubleday, Doran & Co. $1.75. 

Two Days Before, Simple Thoughts About ire: 
Lord On The Cross, by Rev. “Dick” H. R. L. 
Sheppard. MacMillan. $1.00. 

Cameos From Calvary, by J. G. W. Ward, D.D. 
$2.00. 


SERMON OUTLINES 


By ALBERT C. HOLT, Ph. D. 


I. The Eyes of Jesus 
Luke 6:20. “And He lifted up His Eyes on His 
disciples.” 
1. Searching Eyes, “Under the fig tree, I saw 
thee.” 
2. Averted Eyes, “Whosoever looketh .. . to 
lust after her.” 
3. Lifted Eyes, “He lifted up His eyes unto 
heaven.” 
4. Tearful Eyes, “Jesus wept.” 


II. The Hands of Jesus 
Luke 24:39. “Behold My hands... 
myself.” 
1. Heavy Hands, “A fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the Living God.” 
2. Blessing Hands, “And He put His hands 
on them and blessed them.” 
3. Pierced Hands, “Reach forth thy finger 
and behold my hands.” 
4. Holding Hands, “Jesus stretched forth His 
hand and caught him.” 


that it is I 


Ill. The Ears of Jesus 
Psalms 34:15. “His ears are open.” 
1. Open to Truth, “Hearing them and asking 
them questions.” 
2. Open to Distress, “This poor man cried un- 
to the Lord.” 
3. Open to Penitence, “Today thou shalt be 
with me in Paradise.” 
4. Open to Prayer, “And I know that thou 
hearest Me.” 


IV. The Feet of Jesus 
Rom. 10:15. “How beautiful are the feet of them 
ig . bring good tidings.” 
. Tramping Feet, “Till His enemies be made 
His footstool.” 
2. Unwashed Feet, “Thou gavest Me no water 
for My feet.” 
3. Anointed Feet, “This woman hath anointed 
My feet with ointment.” 


4. Bleeding Feet, “Behold My hands and My 
feet.” 


V. The Mind of Jesus 
I Cor. 2:16. “But we have the mind of Christ.” 
His original thinking presents 
1. A New Aspect of God, “Abba, Father.” 
2. A New View of Man, “Who is my brother?” 
3. A new Code of Ethics, “Pray for them that 
despitefully use you.” 
4. A New Vision of the Beyond, “In My Fath- 
er’s house are many mansions.” 


VI. The Will of Jesus 

it MOSS 4:3. “For this is the Will of God.” 
Abstain, I Thess. 4:3. 

Defraud Not, I Thess. 4:6. 

Love One Another, I Thess. 4:9. 

Be Grateful to God, I Thess. 5:18. 


reais 


VII. The Voice of Jesus 
John 10:4. “And the sheep followed Him for they 
knew His Voice.” 
1. Voice of Warning, “Beware of coveteous- 
ness—Take heed ye.” 
2. Voice of Commission, “Go forth, go heal, 
go tell, Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
3. Voice of Calvary, “Forgive them.” 
4. Voice of Invitation, “Whosoever will, let 
them come.” 


VIII. The Face of Jesus 
II Cor. 4:6. “... The Glory of God in the Face 
of Jesus Christ.” 
1. Determined Face, “He steadfastly set His 
face to go to Jerusalem.” 
2. Grieved Face, “Could ye not watch with 
me one hour?” 
3. Humiliated Face, “And they smote Him on 
the head and did spit upon Him.” 
4. Shining Face, “And His face was as it were 
the sun.” 


X. The Heart of Jesus 
| John 3:16. 
God.” 

1. Love Lawful, I John 3:5. 

2. Love Sacrificial, I John 3:16. 
3. Love Personal, I John 3:22-24. 
4. Love Immortal, I John 3:14. 


When Dust Becomes Master. 
Tov. 4:23. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life.” 
In telephoning, even a small grain of dust in 
he wrong place will interfere with the electric 
ontacts of those delicate membranes which re- 
eive and transmit the sound waves of one’s 


amiliar accents as he might. The whole mech- 
ism of communition must be in good work- 
ing order—Dean Charles R. Brown in an ad- 
dress on “The Essential Method of Preaching.” 


Value of Prayer-pauses. 
If Thess. 5:17. “Pray without ceasing.” 

Looking at life from the view-point of a 
physician, Richard C. Cabot, M. D., closes a 
chapter on “The Approach to Prayer,” in his 
work, What Men Live By, with some suggestive 
remarks: 

“There are many familiar acts which suggest 
the value of prayer-pauses in the zealous prac- 
tice of our vocation. The locomotive engineer, 
peering about the vitals of his engine during 
2 stop, has often reminded me of Sunday wor- 
ship. The shopman who periodically closes shop 
und refuses customers, while he takes account 
of stock, knows better at the end of the pause 
where, on the whole, he is and what he should 
io next. The factory engineers knows that his 
machinery, like his help, needs to rest one day 
n seven.” 


Choked by Flowers. 

Vatt. 18:22. “And the care of this world, and 
the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, 
and he becometh unfruitful.” 

Once, long ago, some flower-loving resident 
yf Florida thought it would be a good idea to 
lant a Japanese water hyacinth in the canal 
n front of his home. It blossomed and throve 
ind spread—spread far beyond his knowledge 
r control. 

That exotic bloom became a pest, and a men- 
ice to navigation. All over the State, streams 
yecame clogged with it, from shore to shore. 
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X. The Garments of Jesus 
Matt. 27:31. “.... His own Raiment.” 
1. Swaddling Clothes of Accessibility. 
2. Purple Robe of Kingship. 
3. Seamless Robe of Completeness of the 
Cross. 
4. White Robe of Victory and Consummation. 


Meee ora /\ | |-© Nas 


By WILLIAM J. HART, D. D. 


It has cost Florida millions of dollars to cut 
channels through the matted hyacinths; some 
streams had to be completely abandoned. Hope 
of exterminating the troublesome plant has been 
given up. 

Thus pleasures and self-indulgences, that at 
first seemed trifling and innocent, have clogged 
up the channels of many a life. Be careful what 
you plant, and where!—W. T. Ellis. 

. ] 
Sacrificial Spirit of Christianity. 
Eph. 5:25. “Even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it.” 

Dr. William Lyon Phelps, of Yale University, 
was preaching in the Yale Chapel some months 
ago to a student group when he said this about 
church membership: 

“The most fatal result from any line of action 
is no result. That is what is wrong with the 
church today. It ought to cost more to get into 
it, more to stay in it, and there ought to be more 
difference between church members and others. 
Every member, for example, should give more 
money to his church (where there are no dues) 
than he gives for membership in all his clubs 
put together. Then men and women who do the 
most for religion are not its advocates, but its 
witnesses. Religion is best expressed in lives.” 

—The Adult Bible Class Monthly. 


The Purpose of the Church. 
Eph. 5:24. “The church is subject unto Christ.” 

A so-called church may aim to fill more 
pews, raise more money, pay more salary, cor- 
ral more members, show more shows, serve 
more cheap suppers, and get pastors from great- 
er distances. 

But the purpose of a Christian church is to do 
all the good it can—to its own constitutents, to 
its own community, to its own country, and to 
its own wide, needy world.—The Rev. Ray Al- 
len in The Christian Advocate. 


The Heart of Peace. 
Psa. 122:1. “I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 
A scene in the Tokyo Episcopal School, Japan, 
is thus described in “Re-Thinking Missions”: 
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“Where the girls slip into chapel as indi- 
viduals, no one counting them, with perfect 
freedom to stay away if they wish. As they come 
from the bustle of their school work, entering 
what is truly a chapel, noble music lifts them 
into another mood—no wonder no girl misses 
it! Such things are far above creed or con- 
troversy; they are the heart of peace in a day’s 
activity, a little avenue to God. And all this is 
because two women, the present teachers, have 
built their own love of music and art into* that 
chapel. That is what makes a school, that and 
nothing else—the quality and insight of the 
people who teach in it.” 


Consecration of the Cup. 
It (Char, Ise, SIMs Clee” 

A poor Highland widow lived, many years 
ago, in a thatched cottage at the head of a 
Scottish glen. The home was very poor, but on 
a cupboard shelf was an old cracked cup. This 
was covered with a glass globe, as though it 
were an object of considerable value. That old 
cup had a distinctive history. Years before, on 
an autumn day, a carriage with a lady inside 
stopped at the door. The lady asked for a lit- 
tle water, and it was carried to her by the widow 
in this very cup. Astonishment seized the woman 
when she afterwards learned that the lady who 
had used the cup was Queen Victoria. The fact 
that the Queen’s lips had touched the cup had 
consecrated it, and made it henceforth an ob- 
ject of priceless value to the poor widow. 

The cup used by the Master at the Last Sup- 
per has become to all true disciples the symbol 
of his undying love and his matchless sacri- 
fice. A look at the cup by the widow in the 
glen reminded her of Queen Victoria’s visit; a 
glance at the cup used in the Communion serv- 
ice reminds us that the touch of Christ gave 
sanctity to the sacramental cup. 


Why The Fishing-fleet Escaped. 
Isa. 27:8. “He stayeth his rough wind.” 

At a seaside resort, some years ago, there was 
a great land wind blowing, and it was just the 
time for the fishing fleet to come back. The wind 
was blowing with tremendous fury, and the lit- 
tle fishing boats tried again and again to make 
for the mouth of the harbour, but without suc- 
cess. A crowd of people was watching them in 
their efforts. Then an old sailor said: “It will be 
all right when the tide turns, and it will turn 
soon.” The tide did turn, the land wind was 
overcome by an invisible force, and the hitherto 
defeated and blown-back vessels reached har- 
bour safely—The Christian Herald, London. 


Carried With Her the Perfume of Violets. 
John 12:3. “The house was filled with the fra- 
grance” (Weymouth). 

A lady in England was visiting in a country 
house, and all around the drawing-room there 
were vases of beautiful violets. Leaving, after 
being in the home for some time, she drove to 
the house of another friend. Entering the draw- 


ing-room, her hostess greeted her with the ex- 
clamation, “Oh, what a perfume of violets you 
bring!” 

The visitor had no violets with her. but she 
had been sitting in the room with the violets. 


A Window Worth £70,000. 
Mal. 3:10. “The windows.” 

Some of the stained glass of Canterbury 
Cathedral is admitted to be the finest in all 
Europe. During the War it was stored down in 
the crypt behind a barricade of sandbags, for 
fear of damage by raiding aircraft. Now it is 
being replaced under the direction of Mr. S. 
Caldwell, but it will be a long, long job to com- 
plete the transformation. Already it has been in 
progress for fourteen years, and 1934 will go be- 
fore it is ended. “Before we could remove it in 
the early days of the War,” Mr. Caldwell stated 
to an interviewer, “we had to make tracings 
of every window, and number every piece, so 
that when the time came it could all be re- 
stored to its proper place. Some of it was so old 
and worn that it dropped from the leads, and 
we have had to remake the windows, being 
careful to preserve the old design in every de- 
tail. Much of the glass dates back to the twelfth 
century. There is some in the west window. It 
is magnificent glass, worth at least £100 a square 
foot, and as there are 700 square feet you see 
what that one window alone is worth in terms of 
money. But, of course, it is priceless, for it is 
irreplaceable.” This particular window begins 
the story of mankind, in marvellously coloured 
pictures, from the Creation to the time of 
Christ; the story is continued and completed 
in other parts of the cathedral—The Christian 
Herald (London), November, 1933. 


Speak About Our Lord. 

I John 4:14. “And do testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 
Some time ago an English clergyman, Canon 

Guy Rogers, advertised to broadcast from the 

famous London Church, St. Martin’s in the 

Field, was asked by a leading layman what he 

was going to speak about. He replied that at 

the moment he had not quite decided. “Well,” 
said his friend, “speak about our Lord. One so 
seldom hears sermons about Him. Speak about 
our Lord.” 

Mr. Rogers said he felt a certain thrill on 
hearing that request, and it decided his sub- 
ject—The Christian Herald. 


Gold or God? 

Job 31:24. “If I have made gold my hope.” 

“Money buys everything.” The speaker was 
one of the village wise men. The place was the 
village barber shop. The occasion was the de- 
parture of the village man of affairs, who had 
just been shaved. The implications were unmis- 
takable. 

The barber, who was old and stooped and 
devout, shook out his frayed apron, adjusted his 
iron-rimmed spectacles, smiled, nodded, and 


To 


d: “Yes, money buys everything. Money buys 
everything but three things—health, happiness, 
nd heaven.” 

I was the small boy in the barber shop that 
ay and I have not forgotten. After all money, 


as a liability—Daniel A. Poling. 
e 


Why the Boy Was Calm. 
att. 6:32. “Your heavenly Father knoweth.” 
The Christian Herald (London) gives us this 
ncident: 

“A little boy was crossing the ocean with his 
ather, who was captain of the ship, when they 
an into a storm. The waves tossed the ship 
bout like a cork, and everybody was stricken 
ith fear. But the boy sat still, with his eye 
ected toward a certain spot; he sat there quite 
perturbed as the ship was being dashed about 
y the waves. Someone asked him if he were 
mot afraid and he answered: 

““T have got my eye on that little window, 
and through that window I can see the bridge, 
and on that bridge is my father. My father is the 
captain of this ship, and he has taken it through 
many a storm.” 

“It may seem as though everything is tum- 
bling round about us in the world today, but let 
us remember always that the Lord is on his 
throne.” 


Young Man’s Prayer in Extremity. 
Acts 7:60. “When he had said this, he fell 
asleep.” 

You hear that people turn to prayer in ex- 
tremity. I heard once a desperately impressive 
instance of that, in which prayer was put to 
so sublime a use that it could only have been 
possible through a long and friendly acquaint- 
ance with the power of prayer outside extremity. 
A boy, eighteen, with everything to live for; bril- 
liant, able, destined for magnificent things; 
suddenly struck down by an accident; he was 
going to die; and in the face of the consterna- 
tion caused those around him at the thought 
ef his going, he smiled a little, and began the 
prayer which is perhaps the homeliest yet the 
loveliest prayer of all to us: “Now I lay me 


down to sleep . . ."-—Quoted from Leslie Glenn 
in The Christian Herald. 
e 


Youth at Prayer. 
Luke 24:49. “Wait patiently ... 
clothed with power from on high” 

mouth) . 

Leslie Glenn is thus quoted in The Christian 
Herald: 

Not long ago I chanced to be in a town where 
there is a famous boys’ school, and I stopped in 
to see its handsome new chapel. A faint thread 
of Guilmant was coming from the organ loft. 
The morning was cloudy, and a violet light fill- 
ed the church from windows in which there was 
much blue glass. I began to make out in the 


until you are 
(Wey- 
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thin gloom an assortment of boys scattered 
about through the stately Gothic pews. Some 
were quite young, not more than thirteen or so. 
Two or three were on their knees. Others were 
simply sitting quietly, their eyes wandering from 
time to time to the lovely altar with its dimly 
shimmering cross and its vases of ivory flowers. 
And I thought that, though these must be among 
the boys often scooped up in a sort of job lot 
by critical elders, here they were, on the con- 
trary, with no one so far as they knew watching 
them, simply and quietly fortifying themselves 
through their own selected means of communion 
with some power outside themselves, for who 
knows what crises in their worldly affairs. 


Where Honor Is Due. 

When the steamer Ventura entered the Gold- 
en Gate bearing a load of passengers rescued 
from the Tahiti which foundered in the mid- 
Pacific recently, the town of San Francisco cele- 
brated the event with whistles, shouts, the drop- 
ping of many flowers, the droning of airplane 
motors and all the other impedimenta that goes 
with an official welcome. But does the Ventura 
deserve all the honor? 

When the Tahiti found itself in danger in the 
heavy sea and called for help the Norwegian 
freighter Penybryn was first to answer the call. 
It was reinforced later by the British warship 
Veronica. Transfer of passengers could have be- 
gun on the Penybryn’s arrival, but when it was 
learned that the Ventura was on its way, it 
was decided that it would be better to wait, if 
possible, for that ship, since the freighter did 
not offer passenger accommodations and since 
waiting was possible as long as the two ships 
were at hand to render aid if necessary. It was 
better to wait than to transfer passengers to the 
freighter and then to the Ventura, since trans- 
fers are risky on high seas and the risk would 
thereby be doubled. So, as a matter of conveni- 
ence and luxury, it was decided to wait, as 
long as the Tahiti’s master deemed prudent 
for the Ventura. 

Fifteen hours after the Penybyrn hove in sight 
the Ventura arrived. Passengers were trans- 
ferred and less than three hours later the 
Tahiti sank. During the last few hours residence 
on the Tahiti was extremely precarious. If the 
Penybryn had not been at hand the passengers 
could hardly have been restrained from taking 
to the lifeboats. The success is due largely to 
the fact that the officers retained the confidence 
of their passengers and there was no time when 
panic worked its havoc. 

The Ventura made a gallant rescue. But the 
Penybryn had a share in it. It is fine that San 
Francisco pays tribute to the Ventura in the 
adopted New York style, but honor is also due 
the Penybryn, a lowly freighter.—Lincoln (Neb.) 
State Journal. 

e 


“He Being Dead Yet Speaketh.” 

A few days before his death Dr. Henry van 
Dyke addressed the following statement for the 
Committee on Spiritual Emphasis of the Gen- 
eral Council. The Statement was a part of the 
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report of the Council to the General Assembly at 
Columbus. We may well ponder over these words 
of this international Christian leader, addressed 
particularly to the Presbyterian Church, U.S. A. 

“We must turn to our divine Saviour Christ. 
Materialism, gross or refined, is certainly the 
besetting sin of this age, and to it we owe most 
of our troubles. Christ attacks the fundamental 
and harm-working heresy by calling attention to 
the inevitable fact of death, which strips us 
of all material possessions and leaves the soul 
naked. God says to the foolish man: ‘This night 
is thy soul required of thee; and the things 
which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be?’ 
We cannot find or invent a better question than 
this to put to the souls of men today. 

“The only lasting values are spiritual. If we 
lose these, we lose everything. There is no way 
of recouping that loss, even though a man should 
gain the whole world for a brief possession and 
lose his own soul at last. If the preacher no long- 
er believes in the possibility of losing the soul, 
he is certainly not entitled to call himself a dis- 
ciple of Christ. It was to save the human souls, 
great and small, that Jesus came into the world 
and gave himself as a divine sacrifice on the 
cross of Calvary.—Exchange. 


What’s in the Bible 

“So you attend Sunday School regularly” said 
the minister to little Eve. 

“Oh, yes sir.” 

“And you know your Bible?” 

“Oh, yes sir.” 

“Could you tell me something that is in it?” 

“T could tell you everything that’s in it.” 

“Indeed!” and the minister smiled. 

“Sister’s young man’s photo is in it,” said 
Eve, promptly, “and mother’s recipe for face 
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cream is in it, and a lock of my hair cut off 
when I was a baby is in it, and the ticket for 
dad’s watch is in it.” 


Why Support Such Leadership? 

The Roosevelt administration can point to 
one major three-fold accomplishment to date— 
the repeal of prohibition, the reenthronement 
of King Alcohol to curse the social, economic, 
moral and political life of America, and the con- 
version of 100,000 American girls into barmaids. 

Our wet friends promise that the restored 
liquor traffic will be controlled. Evidently we are 
regarded as having very short memories. We 
painfully remember that the old liquor busi- 
ness never did obey any law for its regulation 
and we do not anticipate that its successor in 
1935 will do any better. If a father found a 
rattlesnake in his yard, would be proceed to 
protect his children by regulating it? Most as- 
suredly not! On the contrary, he would lose 
no time in chopping off the rattler’s tail close 
up behind its head. 


Alexander Left Fortune Valued at 
$10,000,000 
According to the Associated Press, The as- 
sassinated King Alexander left a fortune valued 
at nearly $10,000,000, it was disclosed today. 
The fortune consists of cash deposits in 
French, Swiss and British banks and an ex- 
tensive property holding in Yugoslavia that in- 
creased enormously in volume in recent years. 
Since King Alexander received more than 
$1,000,000 a year for his salary and royal ex- 
penses—about fourteen times the salary received 
by President Roosevelt—he was able each month 
to put aside $60,000 in Swiss francs. 


CHRIST’S CRADLE and CHRIST’S CROSS 


By ROBERT B. PATTISON 


Of great people we ask, Where born? How 
die? The two most revered places in Christian 
world today are a cave in Bethlehem, and a hill 
at Jerusalem. Christ’s humanity and divinity 
in each. The Cradle; the Cross! 


The Cradle; Matthew’s Gospel. 
Jesus, Saviour. Matt. 1:21, “His name Jesus—He 
shall save—”’ 

In the early days of oil refinery, a blackish, 
sticky mass was thought to be utterly useless. 
A reward was offered for discovery of value in 
it. One day a chemist brought in a pure, white 
substance which now we call parafine; one of 
the most useful by-products of crude oil. Christ 
can take the worst, act upon it, and bring forth 
a useful, worthy life. 


A drunkard, reformed, forsook gambling, be- 
came a new creature in Christ Jesus. One of his 
former cronies invited him to drink. “No; I’ve 
quit drinking; and gambling also.” “Well, so 
have many others; but they start again.” “But 
I’ve signed the pledge; it’s a promise.” “Sure it 
is; but you can now promise yourself one good 
nip more!” “But I’ve been converted!” “Oh, 
that’s different. If you have been converted, 
you've surely quit for good and all!” 
_“Though Christ in Bethlehem a thousand 
times be born, If He’s not born in thee, thy 
soul is still forlorn; If thou wilt give thy heart 
a manger for the birth, Christ will again be- 
come a child upon the earth. Immeasurable in 
the highest, who but knows it? And yet a human 
heart can perfectly enclose it.’—(Ancient Chris- 
tian hymn). 
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His star. Matt. 2:2. “We have seen his star— 
and are come to worship.” 

In the Paris Observatory is a map of the 
heavens showing some 300,000,000 stars as visible 
through powerful telescopes. But “His star” 
unnamed as such, outshines them all in his- 
tory, poetry, art, literature, spiritual shining. It 
ever leads wise men to the Wisest. 

“Where is He that is born King?” The uni- 
versal Christ. Our carols came from Palestine, 
the tree from Germany, the Santa Claus from 
Holland, the stocking from France, the greeting 
card and plum pudding from England, the tur- 
key is America’s contribution to Christmas. And 
the tender humaneness and holy joy came from 
above. 

“In Christ there is no east nor west, In Him 
no south or north; But one great fellowship of 
love Throughout the whole wide earth.” (Oxen- 
ham.) 

3 


Gifts. Matt. 2:11, “Gold, frankincense, 
myrrh.” 

Gold, royalty; gift to Christ the King. 

Frankincense, divinity; gift to Christ as God. 

Myrrh, sorrow; gift to Christ Crucified. 

“What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were 
a shepherd, I’d give Him a lamb. If I were a 
wise-man, I’d do my part. What can I give 
Him? Give Him my heart!” (Rosetti.) 

“Where are you going, wise men? We know 
not. And then the journey ends at a stable. 
What a disappointment! But it did not shake 
their faith. ‘So I go on, not knowing!” (From 
Henry Drummond’s Interleaved Bible.) 


and 


| Christ, Triumphant. Matt. 2:20, “They are dead 


who sought the young child’s life.” 

Voltaire boasted that the efforts of those who 
opposed Christianity would cause the Bible to be 
a forgotten book within a century. Two cen- 
turies have passed and today the Bible is the 
best seller of all literature. 

A canvass of colleges shows that religion is 
among the most popular topics and there is a 
decided devotion to the teachings of Jesus. 
Thousands confess themselves members of 
churches and there is not one Tom Paine Society 
left in any American college. 


The Cradle in Luke’s Gospel. 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Luke 1:30, “Mary, 
thou hast found favor with God.” 
Mary, the Mother. Luke 1:30, “Mary—favor with 

God.” 

John Watson (Ian MacLaren) was convinced 
by a Roman Catholic woman whom he had ob- 
served praying before an image of the Virgin. 
Her question to him was, “Do you never pray 
to Mary, the Mother God?” To which he replied 
that he found all that could be in Mary to be 
fully in Jesus, her Son. “Ah, yes, sir, I under- 
stand that; but you are a man, and do not 


know how much a women needs a woman to 


pray to out of a woman’s needs.” To which Dr. 
Watson answered, “Forgive me. You are cor- 
rect. Let no words of mine stand between your 
needs and your prayers to the Virgin!” 
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William Lyon Phelps: “The much discussed 
virgin birth need not afflict the average man. 
If Jesus is unique, it is not illogical to believe 
that his birth was unique; but if he was simply 
a good man, then the Christian religion, as a 
religion, loses its foundation. All other miracles 
are of minor importance in the presence of the 
supreme miracle of the Incarnation.” (Article 
in The Ladies Home Journal.) 

e 


No admittance! Luke 2:71, “A manger—no room 


in the inn.” 

Mary, Queen of Scots, fearing her political 
and religious foes, sent word to Huntley to meet 
her at Aberdeen with one hundred soldiers. He 
came with fifteen hundred, and needed them 
for they found the gates of Gordon’s Castle, at 
Inverness, closed against the Queen. It had to 
be forced open by strength of arms. 


@ 
Humble discoverers. Luke 2:8, “Shepherds keep- 
ing watch.” 

There is a legend of an artist who longed to 
paint the face of Christ, but never was satisfied 
with his best efforts. One night, amidst a blaze 
of light, his drawings were transfused with 
beauty and a voice came, “I count nothing com- 
mon that is done in love of Me!” So Moses and 
the burning bush, Elisha at his plow, David with 
the sheep, Peter, fishing. 

e 
Good tidings, to all. Luke 2:10, “Be not afraid— 
great joy—to all.” 

The most effectual deterrent of war during 
the Middle Ages was the Truce of God. From 
Saturday noon till Monday, no violence to be 
between any, and all who sought sanctuary at 
a wayside cross should be safe from harm. The 
idea spread through France, Italy, Germany, 
England, and Spain, and mitigated the suffer- 
ings of thousands in lands given over too much 
to petty warfare. 

“There’s a song in the air, There’s a star in 
the sky, There’s a mother’s deep prayer, And a 
baby’s low cry. And the stars rain their fire 
While the beautiful sing, For the manger of 
Bethlehem Cradles a King.” (J. G. Holland.) 


e 
The Power of a Child. Luke 2:12, “A babe.” 
The Boston Transcript tells of a little lad of 
seven years, who prayed that all would like 
their presents at the Christmas season, “and I 
also asked Jesus to tell mother that I wished 
her a Merry Christmas up there.” 


e 
The Heavenly Voice. Luke 2:14, “Glory to God— 
on earth peace.” 

Humanity! “The very word ‘humanity’ dates 
from the birth of Christ. There was no such idea 
and therefore no such term found among men 
before.” (Max Muller.) 

Johnathan Edwards said he read his newspa- 
per (news-letter) to see how Christ’s request 
in The Lord’s Prayer, “thy will be done on 
earth” was being answered in New England. 

e 
Willing to die. “Luke 2:29, “Now lettest Thou 
Thy servant depart in peace.” 
John Eliot, early missionary to the American 
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Indians, at death, “Welcome joy! Lord, only let 
thy work among the Indians live after my de- 
cease! Come, Lord come!” 

Compare Goethe, dying with the cry, “More 
light!” Alvarcon, Spanish author, listening to 
familiar bird, calmed for death as he exclaimed, 
“Ah, the nightingale!” Jesus, “Father, into Thy 
hand I commend my spirit!” John Wesley, dy- 
ing, “The best of all is, God is with us.” 


The Mother’s stricken heart. Luke 2:35, “Yea, a 
sword shall pierce through thine own soul.” 
Phillips Brook’s mother, writing to another 

mother about her distress, seeing her boy no 

longer unreserved: “The affectionate son be- 
comes reserved and silent. It is a startling 
change to the mother.—The period when the boy 
dies and the man is born; his individuality rises 
up while, I the mother, stood trembling, pray- 
ing and waiting.” 

The son of Mary became the Son of Man, 
and “the sword” of the Crucifixion pierced 

Mary’s breaking heart. 


Anna, and Simeon. Luke 2:36, “A prophetess, 
gave thanks.” 
“Simeon’s words (verse 28-32) were the swan- 
song of Judaism; but Anna’s (verse 38) were the 
lark-song of Christianity.” (Mark Guy Pearse.) 


Christ, absent. Luke 2:44, “Supposing him to 
have been in the company.” 

Explorers, in Labrador, thought they took the 
right tributary of the river; error that cost the 
life of one later. 

Airplane pilot’s compass, supposed to be cor- 
rect, caused loss of the plane, accident to navi- 
gator, 1932. So, the ship, wrecked by smugglers 
along the Cornish coast of England who lit 
“false light” on the shore. 


God’s work, natural for Christians. Luke 2:49, “I 
must be about my Father’s business.” 

David Brainerd, missionary to Indians, “I 
cared not what hardships I went through so 
I could gain souls for Christ. Asleep, I dreamed 
of these things; awake, the first thing was this 
great work. All my desire was for the conver- 
ae of the heathen and all my hope was in 
God.” 

“The light run up at the masthead never has 
to stop in order to shine. A Christian ought to 
be like a firefly which always lightens most 
when on the wing.” (Dr. Chas. Parkhurst.) 

David Livingstone: “I am a missionary, heart 
and soul. Cannot a missionary with love for 
Christ go where the slave trade carries the 
trader? I shall open up a path to the interior 
or perish.—Anywhere, so long as it is forward!” 


The mother’s memory. Luke 2:51, “His mother, 
kept all these sayings in her heart.” 
The hopefulness in the custom of some moth- 
ers who keep a careful record of the child’s 


first tooth, first word, first time to take a step, 
etc. 

Norman Duncan, in “Dr. Luke of the Lab- 
rador,” tells of the mother looking steadfastly at 
her son and asking him to repeat—“When I 
was a child my mother looked upon my heart 
and found it brave and sweet, willing for the 
day’s work and harboring no shameful hope.” 
Then she feared he would forget her words— 
“But I have never forgotten. I can never for- 
get!” 


Jesus, growth threefold. Luke 2:52, “Jesus in- 
creased.” 

Christ grew in mind (wisdom); in body 
(stature); in soul (favor with God; “strong in 
spirit, verse 40). “The youth with God in his 
heart.” (Theodore Parker.) 

Jesus knew His Scriptures. At least sixty-five 
times He quoted from the Old Testament (this 
excludes parallels). Out of the 39 books, Jesus 
quoted from 19; and we do not have all His 
sayings, so probably Jesus quoted from more 
than 19. 

Imitation of Christ, in growth. A little child, 
being asked if he would not make a prayer of 
his own showed his perfect knowledge of true 
growth when he prayed, “Jesus, make me just 
what you were when you were six years old.” 


The Cradle, in John’s Gospel. 
Christ, “the beginning.” John 1:1, “In the be- 
ginning was the Word—God.” 

The Gospel of John opens with Christ in the 
bosom of the Father; it closes with the sinner 
in the bosom of Christ. 

The Incarnation. There was a custom in some 
of the old churches, on Christmas eve, to have 
two lights, typifying the human and the divine 
Nature of Christ, approach each other till their 
flames intermingled and one bright light was 
made clearly visible. So the God-man. 


Christ, grace and truth. John 1:14, “The Word 
was made flesh—full of grace and truth.” 
Ghandi, to Dr. E. Stanley Jones, “The person 

who has done the most for India is one who 
never saw India, Jesus Christ—vYou Christians 
should make more of Christ’s chief teaching, 
for if you emphasize love, nothing can stand 
against you.” 

One of the most popular officers in the Eng- 
lish navy was Lieut. de Lisle. His grace and 
kindliness won him true devotion constantly. 
When a midshipman of sixteen years a furious 
storm swept away the mast. The captain, angrily 
demanded why de Lisle had not sent aloft a man 
to reef the sail. His reply was “A man’s life is 
worth more than a mast!” The captain 
answered with a volley of oaths; but the next 
day he lined up the crew and said, “I was wrong 
yesterday; de Lisle was right; a mast is not 
worth a man’s life!” The fine high spirit of 


the young officers won the captain’s admiration 
for life. 


The Cross, in Matthew’s Gospel. 

he Cross. Matt. 27:35, “And they crucified him.” 
Rousseau, comparing the death of Socrates 
ith that of Christ—If Socrates died like a 
hilosopher, calmly drinking the hemlock, dis- 
oursing with friends who were honoring him, 
esus died like a God, forgiving his foes, dying 
torture with love on his lips. 


he Saviour, unsaved. Matt. 27:42, “He saved 
others; himself he cannot save.” 

One of the most alluring sights of London is 
he memorials in Postman’s Park with inscrip- 
ions to humble heroes. One of the tablets reads, 
Solomon Galaman, aged 11; died of injuries, 
ept. 6, 1901, after saving his little brother from 
eing run over. “Mother, I saved him; but I 
ould not save myself.” 

Verestchagin, the Russian artist, whose ideal 
as to depict the horrors of war so as to arouse 
entiment against its frightfulness used to make 
ketches amidst naval battles; he went down 
hen the warship Petropavlousk sung (Japan- 
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ese-Russian War, 1905). Turner risked his life 
to see what a storm at sea at its worst could be 
by being lashed to a mast so as to witness wave 
fury in its fullest colors and power. Dr. Noguchi, 
Japanese medical expert in Africa to study yel- 
low fever, died from that fever, a martyr and 
hero for the sake of mankind. 


The Son of God. Matt. 27:54, “Truly this was 
the Son of God.” 

Gladstone, perhaps the foremost thinker of 
his day said, “All that I think, and hope and 
write and live for, is based upon the Divinity 
of Christ.” Disraeli, a Jew, yet declared, “Has 
not Jesus conquered Europe and changed its 
name to Christendom?” 

“Tf Jesus Christ is a man, And only a man, 
I say That of all mankind I will cleave to him, 
And to him will I cleave alway. If Jesus Christ is 
God, And the only God, I swear will follow Him 
through heaven and hell, The earth and the sea 
and the air.” (LeGallien.) 


DRAMA and PAGEANTRY 


WHY THE EASTER LILY IS WHITE 


Easter Pageant With Pantomine Features 
By FLORENCE L. MILLER and EMMA GARY WALLACE 


This presentation was arranged and adapted 
from an Allegory written by Emma Gary Wal- 
lace and entitled “Why The Easter Lily Is 
White.” It appeared originally in the Christian 
Herald of New York, and was reprinted in the 
Homiletic Review for March, 1929. 

Previous to the actual beginning of the 
Pageant-Pantomime, appropriate instrumental 
music should be played softly for five or ten 
minutes, gradually fading away until it ceases 
upon signal as the first player makes her ap- 
pearance. 


Stage Setting 


The stage setting same throughout the Page- 
ant-Pantomime. Throne Chair elevated upon 
1 low, fairly-roomy dais. Chair and dais are 
jraped in pure white, not drawn tightly, but ar- 
ranged in graceful folds. 

See the Diagram Plan of Grouping, low has- 
sock, covered white, for small attendants. 

The Leader stands on the left, about midway 
yetween the last Princess on the Left and the 
‘ootlights. 

Back of the Throne Chair and forming a 
1atural background of greenery with harmoniz- 
ng colors, palms, ferns, branches of evergreens, 
ind flowers are banked artistically. No curtain 
s needed during the entire service. All lights in 


the auditorium are turned off and the platform 
illuminated with blue and rose-colored foot- 
lights. 


Characters 


Leader or Reader—The Reader stands at side, 
will not obscure players and be distinctly heard. 


PLAN OF GROUPING 


R, L.6; 


TC.Throne Chair ob. Lily. 
id pric , L.B. Lily Bearer, 
GP Green LMP) ; ; 

RMesdet Hassock. 
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Wears robe, ankle length, of soft white, with a 
tunic of lavender held in place about the waist 
with a loose, golden or white girdle. For lavender 
tint mix small amount of pink and blue dye 
and dip a cheesecloth tunic. The girdle may be 
made of a heavy cotton cord gilded over with 
gold paint. (All costumes may, if the players 
wish be tinted by them—thin cheesecloth being 
used.) 

The Reader holds a manuscript rolled upon 
two short, round, wooden rods after the man- 
ner of ancient times. The Reader should read 
clearly and distinctly, with suitable but not ex- 
aggerated emphasis. The interest of the audi- 
ence will depend largely upon their being able 
to understand every word of explanation of the 
action and pantomime. 

Queen—Young woman of dignified bearing 
and beauty, dressed in a filmy, flowing gown, 
either ankle length or short train, of soft pink 
color like the dawn, with two gauzy veils draped 
from the shoulders—one of azure blue and the 
other of softest pastel yellow. These are caught 
and loosely knotted behind. 

The Queen wears her hair becomingly ar- 
ranged, adorned with a golden crown, impro- 
vised readily with a fitted gold paper or 
pasteboard either covered with gold paper or 
gilded. The crown can be covered with gold pa- 
per or gilded. The crown can be given richness 
of appearance and jeweled effect by means of 
strings of pearl beads caught in place, and two 
or three good-sized, colored stones, such as are 
often seen in cheap brooches on Five and Ten 
Cent counters. 

Two Attendants—Tiny girls in dainty, sum- 
mery dresses, who carry baskets of rose petals, 
the real thing, or artificial petals cut from rose- 
pink tissue paper. They wear broad sashes of 
pink and blue repectively, and tied in generous 
bows in the back. Sashes may be of crepe paper, 
the bows being made separately and tacked to 
the sash. 

Royal Princesses: Seven girls of as nearly the 
same size as possible, represent the seven colors 
of the rainbow. The color each Princess drama- 
tizes is designated by the coronet-like wreath 
of flowers she wears upon her head, and long, 
graceful chain of paper flowers she carries fes- 
tooned across her outstretched hands. Flowers 
in head-dress and floral chain should be of the 
same kind and color. 

Lily Bearer: A child dressed all in white, even 
to shoes and stockings. 


Why The Easter Lily Is White 


(Reader walks lowly forward upon platform 
until she reaches a point to stand, and reads 
clearly and distinctly.) 

Reader: One beautiful springtime in the long, 
long—long ago, the Rainbow Queen (cue) walk- 
ed upon the earth. 

(At the cue—the word “Queen,’ the Queen 
enters from the Left, preceded by two small 
children who scatter rose petals before her as she 
walks about from flower to flower of the back- 
ground, plainly pleased with their beauty. The 
Reader has paused for the Queen to register 
thoughtfulness and to touch the lovely blooms.) 

Reader: (Speaks distinctly) The Queen, beau- 
tiful to behold and gracious in that beauty, is 
guided by her fairy-like child attendants who 
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finally lead her to the throne prepared for Her ' 
Majesty in this spot teeming with life and color. . 

(Reader pauses for children to conduct Queen 
first to one side of the dais, then the other, and 
finally to the foot of the step which she mounts. 
The Queen turns about and comes to a stand- 
still midway between the edge of the step and 
the chair. The children, still on the platform, 
stand reverently side by side, then curtsy and 
wait for her command.) 

Queen: (Suitable gesture of both hands.) Go, 
my babes, and summon the seven Royal Prin- 
cesses of my family to this court. I trust that 
you may find them all readily. 

(Babes—pages—skip off lightly, one from each 
side of the platform. The Queen now sits in the 
Throne Chair.) 

Reader: These maidens summoned by the 
tiny pages and lovely as the dawn, now come 
singing into the presence of the Queen with 
chains of rare and fragrant flowers streaming 
from their shapely hands. 

(On the cue words “now come,” the maidens, 
three on a side, preceded by pages, enter gayly 
humming “When He Cometh, When dHe 
Cometh.” Positions indicated on the Diagram. 
The pages mount dais, sit upon hassocks. Sit- 
ting is a signal for the six Princesses accom- 
panied by the Reader, to break into song, first 
and second verses of “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty.”) 

Queen: (seated) Oh, Royal Princesses, I have 
called you that you may have the honor of render- 
ing me a great service by assisting me in choosing 
the color for the lovely and most significant 
blossom of the whole year. It is to be known 
as the Easter Lily, and to be so perfect and ex- 
quisite and likewise so delicate and exotic in 
perfume, that it will gladden the hearts of 
those who behold it. 

The Easter Lily is to be a perennial reminder 
that Christ is risen. When people look upon it 
in all its flawlessness, it must be so pure, so 
chaste, so rare and stately, and yet so inde- 
scribably simple, that every heart will be touch- 
ed, and the sons of men will say, “From this 
moment on, I shall follow the Risen Lord, that 
I may be as like unto Him as I can, and that 
the mind which was in Christ Jesus may be as 
nearly as I can achieve, the mind which will 
be in me.” 

(Glances fondly upon the six lovely maidens, 
clasps hands spontaneously.) Who will give me 
this priceless color which will always remain— 
the hue for this wonderful, peerless new flower? 
(Pauses after speech, looks expectantly from one 
to the other.) 

(The Reader will now act as the voice of each 
Princess in turn, while the Princesses as their 
turn to speak comes, step to the foot of the 
dais with outstretched arms across .which the 
flower chains are festooned. They follow closely 
the spoken words of the Reader, pantomiming 
what is being said by her. The Reader holds 
her place as originally taken. The Voilet Prin- 
cess steps forward and kneels before the Queen.) 

Reader: O Queen, let the Easter Flower be a 
clear, beautiful Violet like my own elusive tints! 
The violet tones of the twilight, the mystic vio- 
let of the mountains, the violet eyes of a young 
maiden, and the modest violets nestling by the 
side of the babbling brook, shall be no lovelier 
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aig is the ‘good news’ promised 
the thousands of churches 
needing new hymn books. 


Write today for free samples. See 
and test these books capable of im- 
parting a new spiritual impetus to 
modern life. Rout depression with 
a tidal wave of zealous hymn sing- 
ing—hymns that call out the spirit- 
ual reserves and vitalize belief. 


“The Service Hymnal” retains the hymns 
that are familiar and precious. Adds much 
new material representing the latest and 
best in church music. Introduces descants 
for choir and congregation, chorals, metrical 
psalms and solo numbers. 


“Devotional Hymns” is rich in hymns for 
use of children and young people as well as 
the treasured masterpieces of the ages. 


Pastors, leaders, and church musicians are 
stirred and delighted by the freshness and 
beauty of these books and their music. 
Choirs and Congregations are enthused be- 
cause these books retain the choicest hymns 
‘of the church while adding new material 
that lifts religious music to higher levels. 


Send for FREE SAMPLE 


Everyone devoted to a revival of ‘old-time’ 
Christian zeal should see these books. Unlike 
any others; superior and unique. Mail the 
coupon opposite TODAY for FREE samples. 
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Gathers the gems of Christian song from the 
hymnody of 2000 years. All hymns grouped 
by classification. A complete service book 
suitable for every church and any denomina- 
tion. Sixty-five responsive readings cover 
the whole ecclesiastical year. A distinctive 
‘service’ feature of the book is the abund- 
ance of choir material which avoids the ne- 
cessity of separate books for the choir. 

New plates, clean printing, good paper, strong bind- 
ing with headband and breaker strip—russet grained 
Waverly cloth, title embossed in gold. Priced low 


for wide adoption at $60.00 per 100 not prepaid. First 
classified Hymnal to be orchestrated. 


@ DEVOTIONAL HYMNS 


A compact book for church and Sunday 
School retaining many of the features and 
all of the high musical quality of ‘The 
Service Hymnal’. Under new copyright 
exchange agreements with other publish- 
ers much song material not accessible here- 
tofore is now included; also 20 new hymns 
never before published. An all-purpose book, 
representing a ‘challenge’ value in musical 
quality and manufacturing standards. 

Maroon silk basket cloth with headband, title em- 
bossed in gold. Price per 100, $40.00 not prepaid. 


Bristol covers, $25.00 per 100. Complete orchestra- 
tion will soon be available. 
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than the Easter Lily. Please I pray thee, Queen 
of the Rainbow (Reader smiles and the Violet 
Princess holds up her arms entreatingly), let 
the color be as I have said. Then shall I and 
all my descendants forever be proud and happy 
because of what we have given. 

(The Violet Princess makes a deep bow and 
rising, steps back into her place. The other 
Princesses look at each other with obvious dis- 
approval, shaking their heads and holding up 
their chains of flowers. The Red Princess, how- 
ever, steps out of line and in front of the 
Throne. In great excitement she curtsies several 
times, drops to her knees, and pantomimes her 
request as the Reader speaks for her.) 

Reader: O, darling Queen Mother, what could 
possibly be more enduring than a gorgeous, vel- 
vety lily with splendid petals of Red—Red, the 
color of courage—yes, the color of the life-stream 
itself! I would entreat thee, O Queen of the 
Rainbow of the limitless universe, that the East- 
er Lily shall be a glowing Red, like the imperial 
ruby with its heart of fire which burns and 
will not be quenched. Consider a Red Lily. O 
Queen, I beg of thee. Red shall symbolize 
kindling fires in the hearts of mankind. Thus 
will the Easter Lily become the shining beacon 
of the years. 

(Red pauses, drops to her knees, and lifts her 
clasped hands as if in prayer. Then she rises, 
takes her place again.) 

Queen: (With a troubled look on her fair face) 
Has no one else a color to offer on the altar of 
the Eastertide? 

(The Orange Princess runs forward, dropping 
on her knees and holding up her arms in en- 
treaty.) 

Reader: O Queen of Promise, I plead that 
you will hear me, the Orange Princess. I would 
choose to have the Easter Lily of the warm, 
bright tints of the sun-ripened, life-giving fruit 
of the orange tree. It is the color which God him- 
self has painted upon so many of his creations. 
We find it in the treasures of the sunset, along- 
side of the flaming vermilion of daybreak. It is 
as if the Orange Lily would proclaim endlessly, 
“Behold, from everlasting to everlasting I am 
God!” 

(The Orange Princess rises, steps back to her 
place humbly. The Queen leans forward with 
a slight frown upon her smooth forehead. Prin- 
cess Yellow with a shrug of her shoulders, moves 
quickly to the platform.) 

Reader: Prithee, Queen of God’s Pledge, may 
I venture to speak. I would that the clear, 
translucent, ethereal color of the life-giving sun, 
the color of hope eternal, the yellow of the dan- 
delion on the hillside, the gold in the hidden 
recesses of the earth, the symbol of treasure 
shall be the color of the Easter Lily. Then all 
who behold the incomparable blossom may re- 
member that no earthly wealth can ever be 
measured alongside of the wealth of God’s Great 
gift to man—His own Beloved Son in whom 
He was well pleased. I pray that this flower you 
would immortalize, shall have the stamp of the 
Yellow Princess upon it. 

(Yellow stands a moment with bowed head, 
then finds her place again.) 

Reader: Ah, listen, what do I hear? It is as if 
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a wandering zephyr whispers in the grass! 
(Reader pauses and looks about.) Yes, I am not 
mistaken, a sound softly mysterious approaches. 
At, it is the Green Princess who has also come 
in answer to the summons of the Rainbow 
Queen. Now the seven Princesses are with us. 

(The Green Princess advances. She is dressed 
in skirt of white, shorter than those of her 
sisters. From her waist down is a girdle of long 
strands of green, grass-like threads. She is wrap- 
ped in a floating veil of green and silver, and 
about her head are feathery leaves of green. 
Across her arms is a woven chain of green. 
This may be the paper streamers or chains 
sometimes used for decorative purposes. The 
Green Princess looks at her sisters and moves 
slowly forward, standing in front of the Throne 
Chair.) 

Reader: O Rainbow Queen, I would present 
to you the lovely Green Princess who was abroad 
in the land when her sisters came. She knows 
not as yet that you desire her to assist in selecting 
the color which shall always be that of the East- 
er Lily and which shall speak forever of the 
Resurrection and the Life. 

(The Green Princess tosses her green streamer 
around her neck, and in either hand picks up 
a@ number of strands from her skirt, holding 
them aloft.) 

Reader: The Green Princess says to you, O 
Queen Mother, that she would wish you to se- 
lect the color of Nature’s verdure itself. It is 
like unto that of a happy brook running over 
a pebbly bed. Green speaks to you an epic of 
joy. It rests the eyes and it gladdens the heart. 
Where the green of the grass shows upon the 
good brown earth, mankind may live richly in- 
deed. The Green Princess desires a Green Lily, 
like unto the lovely spring garment which Na- 
ture chooses for her own. Let this perfect Lily 
be the soft, tender green of budding trees, the 
green of nestling ferns, and lush grasses. O 
Queen—the color with which the Master Artist 
Himself is most lavish! Let all people remember 
that the Spirit of Easter can bring spring into 
the heart at all times of year. Let the world 
know from this time on, that the Green Lily 
is the symbol of rebirth. 

(The Green Princess sits on the step of the 
dais at one side, pulls threads of grass from her 
garland and from her skirt, and tosses them 
about with laughter upon her face. The Queen 
clasps and unclasps her hands nervously, clear- 
ly troubled. The Blue Princess glides out of her 
place and drops upon one knee in front of the 
Queen.) 

Reader: Queen of the Great Bow of the 
Heavens, the sixth Royal Princess wishes to be 
heard. She entreats of thee that you favor the 
color of the azure sky when the air is pure and 
clean, and the hearts of men are happy. A Blue 
Lily, O Queen, like unto the color of the glori- 
ous turquoise or the incredibly lovely hue of a 
baby’s eyes—Blue like heaven itself! } 

(Holds out her hands in supplication and steps 
back, while the Indigo Princess takes her place 
to be heard.) 

Reader: The Indigo Princess is modest. She 
has waited to be heard—the seventh to speak, 
and seven is the symbol of the perfect number. 
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The Master Key That Opens All the Scriptures 


the Analytical 
Reference Bible 


A carefully planned and thorough analysis of the entire contents of the Bible, with a 
view to revealing the real meanings and spirit of many otherwise incomplete and perplex- 
ing passages. By applying modern methods of classification the vital relationship of all 
the books in the Bible is made plain. All the wealth of Bible treasures is here classified for 
instant use. It is a wonderful saver of time for busy preachers; a comfort, a joy, a source 
of strength to every thoughtful Bible reader. It supplements all other books of reference 
and Bible study. Through the rearrangement and analysis of its entire contents, the 
Bible is made its own interpreter, the word of God itself bringing its own illumination 


to bear upon all parts of the Book. 


It Contains Four Complete Books In One Handsome Binding 


I. The Bible, Complete Text of Old 
and New Testaments, Standard Oxford 
Edition, 1,000 Pages, with Marginal 


Notes and Analytical References. 

The text is large and clear. The full Mar- 
ginal Notes of the Oxford edition are placed in 
the outer margins of each page, with parallel 
passages, explanations and chronology. 

The Analytical Reference numbers in the 
center columns opposite each verse are the dis- 
tinguishing feature of this Bible page. Like 
sign posts they arrest the reader’s attention and 
lead him directly to the heart of Scripture truth 
bearing on that verse. 


III. A Complete Analysis, and Topical 
Digest of the Entire Contents of the 
Bible, 


Edited by ROSWELL D. HITCHCOCK, D.D LL.D. 
Revised and Improved 

All the verses in the Old and New Testa- 
ments (31,173 years), are distributed, rear- 
ranged, and grouped, according to their teach- 
ing or meaning, under 4,603 headings, divided 
into 242 chapters, and 27 grand divisions or 
“books.” The Analytical Reference numbers 
printed with the text of the Bible proper (Sec- 
tion I.), and a full Subject Index, alphabetically 
arranged, following the Analysis, make it very 
easy to find in a moment, not only the teaching 
or meaning of amy verse, but all the verses re- 
lating to the subject under consideration. This 
Analysis occupies over 700 pages, forming in 
itself a book of the most vital necessity to every 
student or teacher of the Bible. 


II. Comprehensive Bible Helps, with 
over 5,500 Titles, and Scripture Atlas, 


Edited by PHILIP SCHAFF, D,D., LL. D. 

Concise History of the Bible; condensed Har- 
mony of the Gospels; all Scripture proper 
names with their meaning and pronunciation; 
instructive and helpful information on every 
subject of interest in the Bible. In fact, this 
section is a valuable Bible Encyclopedia-Dic- 
tionary and Indexed Atlas, occupying 130 large, 
clear pages, with illustrations, and treating, in 
one alphabetical arrangement, over 5,500 sub- 
jects. 


IV. Cruden’s Concordance to the Bible, 
Edited by JOHN EADIE, D.D., LL. D. 
(Revised) 

This splendid Concordance, occupying 341 
pages and containing over 160,000 references in 
alphabetical order, is the final section of “THE 
ANALYTICAL REFERENCE BIBLE,” com- 
pleting the most comprehensive and indispen- 
sable reference work and study Bible in the 
world for teachers, students, preachers, business 
men and all lovers of the Book of Books. 


Send for FREE Particulars 


FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY, 
354-360 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen :—Please send me FREE, full particu- 
lars regarding your Analytical Reference Bible. In 
making this request, I am not obligating myself 
in any way. 

Dept. 1483 
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‘What could be more marvelous than a clear, rich 
Indigo Lily, stressing to all that gaze upon it 
that loyalty without which no one carries on 
very far or achieves very much. Time is long, 
© Queen, and tests and trials come as the days 
and years wheel past. The Indigo Lily of Easter 
would ever sing of steadfastness until Life’s 
little earthly day is done and we fare forth into 
the eternity of the Great Beyond. 

(The Indigo Princess bows humbly, reverently, 
and steps aside, slowly taking her place. The 
Queen stands up and paces anxiously back and 


forth on the dais. Pages come to a standing posi- ~ 


tion, also attendants, even if tiny, do not sit 
when the Queen stands. The seven Royal Prin- 
cesses register nervousness and concern and 
several of them whisper and nod together.) 

Queen: (Stands in the middle of the dais in 
front of the Throne Chair. Speaks slowly.) Ah 
my children, you grieve me to the very depths of 
my soul! You would all paint the Lily like unto 
yourselves! You would forget the great sister- 
hood and brotherhood of humanity itself and 
each immortalize herself! Is that the spirit 
of the sacrifice of the Eastertide? Is it the spirit 
of the One who gave His all and laid down His 
life upon that first Easter of long ago? 

No, a thousand times no! The theme of the 
heavenly music of the echoing anthem “I am 
the Resurrection and the Life” is that of di- 
vine unselfishness. Oh, my children, my chil- 
dren, that I should have lived to see this day 
when each should hug to her breast the desire 
to be first at all cost! 

(The Queen sits bowed in sorrow and disap- 
pointment. The small pages remain standing. 
The Princesses look in startled manner at each 
other. Then they all crowd forward extending 
their arms and flowers toward her, hanging 
their heads in shame.) 

Reader: O Rainbow Queen of the Spectrum, 
thy daughters, the Royal Princesses, are in tears 
of repentance. Their speech was indeed thought- 
less and ill-considered. Glistening drops over- 
flow their eyes and roll down their fair cheeks. 
For naught in the world, would they grieve you, 
and I wot not that each is already eager to 
withdraw her petition. 

(The Queen looks from one to tne other. The 
Violet Princess steps ahead of the rest with a 
low curtsy.) 

Princess Violet: (Cries out in anguish) O be- 
loved Queen, forgive me I beseech thee. I real- 
ized not the extent of my boldness and egotism 
and selfishness. Please take instead of the Violet 
hue I had urged, the colors of my six sisters, 
and blend them into one divine tint which 
shall be worthy of the Easter Lily and all for 
which it stands. 

(Princess Violet casts herself down on the 
step opposite the position formerly taken by the 
Green Princess. Her position is one of abase- 
ment. The other six Princesses throw up their 
hands and crowd still nearer to the dais. The 
Reader advances ee 
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Princesses entwine their arms or throw thena 
about each other’s shoulders.) 

Six Princesses: (Chorus together) No, no: 
don’t leave out our sister, the sweet Violet Prin- 
cess, we beg of thee! “Leave me out”—“Leave me 
out”—"“Leave me out!” (Repeated until the sin 
have all spoken in the same strain.) 

Red Princess: I am the one who deserves the 
punishment of being omitted. 

Green Princess: No, no, I implore that it was, 
I who tried to claim all! 

Princess Yellow and Princess Orange: (Speak- 
ing together) Leave me out! Leave me out! We 
do not deserve to have the Easter Lily of our 
hue! 2 

Blue Princess: O I am ashamed and sorry.i 
Forgive me! Forgive us all! 

Indigo Princess: O Queen, forget if thow 
canst, the manner in which I spoke. Let it be 
as you say. Your wish shall be ours! 

(By this time the seven Princesses, somé 
kneeling and some standing, are about the foot) 
of the dais. Artistic grouping is here desirable. 
Those in the center standing.) 

Queen: (Rises, lifts her hands, and approach- 
es the front of the dais) O my children, you 
have made me very happy. It shall be even as 
your urge. The seven colors of the seven Royal 
Princesses shall be blended into a luminous sym-- 
bol of purity and modesty and virtue (The Queem 
holds up her hands and looks heavenward.)| 
This, as I have said, shall be the dress of the: 
Easter Lily for all time. I proclaim it abroact 
in this fair land. 

(The Queen lowers her hands and extends: 
them as if. in benediction over the seven group-- 
ed in front of her. They step back into their 
places. 

(Upon the cue words “for all time,” the Lily 
Bearer enters from the Right, bearing a beauti-- 
ful lily, many blossoms of purest white. Lily 
Bearer goes forward to the foot of the dais, 
kneels on the platform, places the Easter Lily 
on floor of dais, in front of the Queen, then: 
rises, turns, and takes her place opposite the: 
Reader.) 

Reader: Behold, all who have eyes to see— 
the Easter Lily in all its chastity, gleaming in: 
pearly loveliness—a Lily white like unto living; 
alabaster. It is and ever shall be a stainless, un-: 
blemished, vestal virgin among the flowers of 
earth. 

(Upon the cue word “flowers,” the seven Prin-. 
cesses and the Lily Bearer kneel where they 
have stood, and with clasped hands and closed 
eyes, face heavenward.) 

_ (Queen drops hands to sides, remains stand- 
ing, head bowed. From behind the screen un- 
seen singers lift their voices softly in “Christ 
The Lord Is Risen,” “Lift Your Glad Voices,” or 
other music of Easter spirit. The music swells 
and then dies away. Only one or two stanzas.) 

(The Queen steps from dais upon platform. 
The Lily Bearer turns and precedes the Queen, 
followed by two small pages, walking abreast.) 

(The seven Princesses fall into line, two by 
two—the Green Princess bringing up the rear, 
either humming, accompanied softly by instru- 
mental music, or singing, “Just as I am without 
one plea,” Continue singing until voices die 


Beene) 5 SERVICE 


Keep your files up to date by checking over 
these items each month. Write for those you need. 


EVANGELICAL LITERATURE 


97 Supply yourself with lists of books that will 
uphold the Old Faith and the Old Book. The 
demands of the 1935 Lenten Season dictate the pos- 
session of the best books you can secure. 


DRAMATIC MATERIAL FOR EASTER 


98 Highly desirable plays and pageants for the 
Easter Sunday observance may be secured for 
the Sunday School, the Young People’s Department, 
or regular services. General publishers, as well as 
denominational houses will be glad to fill your re- 
quests for information. 


PREACHING TO CHILDREN 


99 This need no longer be a problem in your 
weekly program. Several publishers have is- 
sued, recently, excellent books of “Story Sermons” 
which should prove a thought stimulator to any 
preacher. Acquaint yourself with the books avail- 
able on this important feature of your preaching 
program. 


AMPLIFIERS FOR YOUR CHURCH ORGAN, 

OR FOR THE SPEAKER’S VOICE 

30 Why not acquaint yourself with the possibili- 
ties and cost of amplifiers and double the ser- 

vice of your Organ, Chimes, or the range of your 

own voice? 


TEACH WITH PICTURES 

31 Have facts at hand regarding the cost and usa- 
bility of slides and films for teaching the chil- 

dren and young people, yes, and those not so young. 

It isa known fact that it is easier to teach through 

the eye than the ear. 


FIRE INSURANCE FOR YOUR CHURCH 

32 13 Church Buildings were reported to us as 
“Burned” in the month of January, 1935. Some 

were burned but not reported. Some of those 

burned were covered by Insurance. What of those 

not covered by Insurance? Are you taking this 


chance? 


CORRESPONDENCE STUDY 

Are you making the best use of your available 
33 hours, so far as your personal advancement is 
concerned? There are opportunities open to you for 
the study of nearly any subject you might name. 
Why not advance yourself in your chosen work by 
seeking proficiency in one or more of its branches 
through Home Study? 


KVP KITCHEN RACK 

For Church Kitchen or the Home. The delight 
34 or every uptodate housekeeper, three rolls of 
useful - household papers on one rack, easily 
mounted. One roll for Garbage paper, one for Tow- 
els, one for the famous Cooking Papers. Something 
ideal or your Women’s Organizations to distribute 
for a “money raising’ idea. 


ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
3 5 Have you read the booklet, “‘Cash or Sympa- 


thy?’’ Insurance is an investment and its ad- 
vantages should not be overlooked. 


CHURCH ORGANS, THEIR MODERNIZATION 

OR PURCHASE 

36 There are Church Organs to meet most any 
need or any purchase plan. If your church is 

in need of an Organ, or the rebuilding of an Or- 

gan, this is your opportunity to get specifications 

and prices from the outstanding firms. The Best is 

always the safest investment. 


WINDOWS OF ART GLASS 


37 New Windows or the repair of old windows re- 
quires the same careful craftsmanship and 
should be entrusted only to those of proven ability. 
Your request for names and addresses of reliable 
craftsmen will receive prompt attention. 


INSULATION AND ITS SERVICE 


38 Are you familiar with the facts relating to In- 
sulation? and what service proper Insulation is 
to the Building Owner? Will this knowledge be of 
advantage to your congregation in the Building or 
napaeraupnpie sing program? Why not be sure before you 
begin? 


BELLS AND CHIMES 


39 Associated with the idea of the Church Build- 
ing for generations past. The Church Bell is 
the accepted call to prayer, and Organ and Tower 
Chimes are one of the Church’s most acceptable 
possessions. Do you know the cost and compara- 
tive features of Bells, Organ and Tower Chimes, so 
that an opportunity for acquiring them may not be 
lost? 


———— Tec 


Return this coupon to receive catalogs 
wanted from this list in the March 


issue. 


The Expositor & Homiletic Review 

815 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, O. 

I am interested in receiving the catalogs and 
free information mentioned in items Nos. 
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away. The Lily is left as the center of attrac- 
tion. If possible, a spotlight is turned upon it.) 

Reader: And the Easter Lily in all its beauty, 
is and shall always be, our annual reminder that 
Christ is risen. People look upon it reverently— 
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it is so pure, so chaste, so stately, and yet so 
simple, that every heart is touched and the sons 
of men murmur tenderly, “From this moment 
on, I shall follow the Risen Lord!” (Reader 
walks slowly off stage.) 


CHURCH NIGHT 


By SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL 


I. HEIRS 

Bible readings: 1. Rom. 8:16-17. 2. Gal. 4:7. 

A prayer that we may appreciate our every- 
day riches. 

Song, “Beulah Land.” 

Talk: Riches to which everybody, saint or 
sinner, is heir: 1. Sunshine and rain, 2. A beau- 
tiful world, 3. A dear native-land, 4. Tender 
memories. 

Song, “Is My Name Written There?” 

Open forum conducted by a young person, us- 
ing such questions as the ones below: 

1. To what special blessings is the child of 
God heir? 

2. How do we come into our Christian in- 
heritance? 

3. What attitudes is it possible to take toward 
an inheritance? , 

4. What obligations are laid upon us as heirs 
of God? 

Song, “Jesus Paid It All.” 

Reading, “Rich or Poor?” by Harry Lee. 

My Master was so very poor 

A manger was his cradling-place; 

So very rich my Master was 

Kings came from far to gain his grace. 


My Master was so very poor, 

And with the poor he broke the bread, 
So very rich my Master was 

That multitudes by him were fed: 


My Master was so very poor 
They nailed him naked to a cross; 
So very rich my Master was 

He gave his all and knew no loss. 


Special song, “I Am Satisfied with Jesus.” 
Song, “I’m a Child of the King.” 
Benediction. 

Recessional, “My Jesus, I Love Thee.” 


Il. THINGS WE SHOULD LEAVE 
FOR CHRIST 

Song, “Take My Life and Let It Be.” 

Stories of people who left something for Jesus, 
told (not read as Scripture lessons) by four 
Intermediates. 

1, Luke 5:27, 28, 2. Mark 1:16-18, 3. Matt. 4:21, 
22, 4. Paul. Phil. 3:4-7. 

Song, “Ye Must Be Born Again.” 

Bible reading, Matt. 8:19-22. 


Prayer, closed by prayer-song, “Something for 
Thee.” 


Talk: Jesus Expects Us to Leave Worldly 
Pleasures for Him. 

Song, “Jesus Calls Us.” 

Talk: Jesus Expects Us to Leave Sin for Him. 

Song, “All to Jesus I Surrender.” 

Talk: Jesus Expects Us to Put His Kingdom 
First in Our Lives. 

Song, “Give of Your Best to the Master.” 

Distribution of pledge-cards for a “sacrifice 
offering” for some designated cause. A definite 
time not more than two weeks ahead, should 
be announced for receiving this offering. 

Song, “I Gave My Life for Thee.” 

Collection of signed cards. 

Benediction. 

Recessional, “Coronation.” 


Ill. BIBLE MOUNTAINS 

The electric lighting for this service is easily 
arranged in large places. Where limited equip- 
ment is available a multiple-socket is suggested, 
with different-colored bulbs as described in the 
program-outline, arranged so that by pulling 
strings corresponding to the colors of the lights 
ta be used, we gain the desired effect. Where 
the lights are just overhead the manipulator 
of the light-effects should sit just beneath the 
multiple-socket in order to do his work. 

The program should be mimeographed and 
followed without announcement. 

When the meeting begins, the light is very 
dim. 

Song, “Dwelling in Beulah Land.” 

Bible reading, Mt. Ararat: Gen. 8:3-5; and 
Gen. 9:8-16. 

During this reading two children holding a 
frame on which a “rain-bow” of strips of crepe 
paper in order is fastened will stand before the 
group. 

Song, “God Sends the Rainbow.” 
eae reading, Mt. Sinai, Ex. 19:10-12 and Ex. 

During this reading the lights are a fiery red. 

A prayer. 

Bible reading, Mt. Nebo: Deut. 34:1-6. 

During this reading the lights become very 
dim again. 

Song, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” 

Bible reading, the mount of transfiguration, 
Matt. 17:1-5. 

Use a bright-blue light for this reading. 

Song, “Coronation.” 

Bible reading, Mt. Calvary: Luke 23:33-38. 

Use the deep-red light again here. 
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Are You Planning to Build a 


Church—Parsonaége or 
School in 1935? 


Are you planning to purchase any equipment 
for your church 
. 


You will want information from various manufacturers about the purchases you plan 
to make, before you make your selection. 


You can secure the names of manufacturers, or catalogues and circulars describing 
the products or articles you want, by filling in the blank printed here for your conven- 
ience. The service is free. 


WiemstantecetOppulld game eon etn ke in 
Wicmplangtomberiie bullding@aseceete. tse abouts cae ee eee 
pohesseating capacity swill) bese The! costh willibe $cc 


We plan to remodel our bunldingwbe sinning eee rete een 


We want information on the items checked to aid us in our selection of service, mate- 
rials and equipment. 


Acoustics Bells 
Architects Chimes 
Building Material Organs 


Brick 

Stone 

Cement 

Ceilings 

Flooring 

Doors and Sashes 
Lighting Fixtures 
Paint 

Partitions 
Plumbing 
Roofing 
Ventilating 


Organ Blowers 
Pianos 
Choir Gowns 
Choir Music 
Hymn Books 
Windows—Stained Glass 
Stereopticons and Slides 
Motion Picture—Cameras and Projectors 
Bulletin Boards 
Kitchen and Dining Room 
Coffee Urns 
Dishes 


Construction Companies Utensils (Aluminum, Granite, 
Decorators Enamel) 
Financial Campaigns Glassware 
Furnaces Silver 
’ Furniture Linen 


Altar 


Serving Table 

Folding Chairs 

Steam Tables 
Gymnasium Equipment 
Drinking Fountains 
Statues and Art Work 


Please mention THE EXPOSITOR when writing to advertisers 
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Song, “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross.” 

Bible reading, The mount of ascension, Matt. 
28:16-20, and Luke 24:51-53. 

For this reading use the blue light again. 

Song, “Christ Returneth.” 

Bible reading, Mt. Zion, Rev. 14:1-5. 

Use a lovely golden light for this reading, and 
until the close of the service. After the benedic- 
tion, use the dim light again for the time of the 
recessional. 

Song, “O City of the Jasper Walls,” (by a 
quartette) or “The Unclouded Day,” or the 
“Glory Song” by the congregation. 

Benediction. 

Recessional, “Higher Ground.” 


e 
IV. PERILS OF PROGRESS 
Song, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 
Message: The Law of Progress: 1. Progress is 


natural, 2. Progress is the process of overcom- 
ing difficulties, 3. Every land and every indi- 
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dy 
vidual is either making progress or moving 
backward. 

Song, “Loyalty to Christ.” 

Bible reading, Eph. 2:19-22. 

Song, “Sweeter as the Years Go By.” 

Prayer. 

Song, “More Love to Thee, O Christ.” 

Message, Perils of Progress: 

I. Perils of national progress: 1. National ego- 
ism, 2. Selfishness, 3. Disregard of the Builder 
of Nations. 

II. Perils of Individual progress: 1. Financial, 
a. An over-confidence in money, b. Too much 
time and attention given to temporal things, 
c. Neglect to realize that we are but stewards. 

2. Spiritual, a. Belief in our own righteous- 
ness, b. Inclination to rule others, c. Failure to 
do our best at small tasks. 

Song, “Let Him Have His Way with Thee.” 

Prayer of consecration. 

Benediction. 

Recessional, “Have You Counted the Cost?” 


RE V-|-E Wes 


By I. J. SWANSON, D. D. 


THE CHRISTIAN FACT AND MODERN DOUBT. 
George A. Buttrick, Pastor, The Madison Avenue 
Peso Church, New York City. Scribners. 311 
pp. $2.50. 


This is a preeminently helpful book for open- 
minded persons. It does not beg the question, nor 
does it evade the strongest arguments of modern 
agnosticism. The author says, “I have tried to trace 
the rivers (of doubt) back to their source, and have 
contended that the baleful springs rise, not only or 
even mainly in the mind, but in our contemporary 
practice with its mass production and materialism, 
its wars and lonehandedness, its poverty and fratri- 
cidal indifference.’’ He gives full credit to any truth 
of science and psychology. ‘‘But,” he adds, “I would 
staunchly hold that the essential faith of Christ is 
more valid for the mind, more enkindling for the 
heart, and more heroically challenging for the will 
than our current agnosticism.’’ Some of our modern 
science, especially the new psychology, breeds doubt. 
The World War left a dreadful legacy of misgiving 
and doubt, and even an atheistic way of living: but 
deeper than doubt is faith, he maintains. The Chris- 
tian explanation of life shows, he holds, both its 
meaning and value, and makes certain the reality of 
God. Unlike Mr. Lippmann who says in his Preface 
to Morals, ‘‘For the purposes of religion he (God) is 
no God at all; his universe remains stonily unaware 
of man,” Dr. Buttrick quotes Hugh Redmond’s tes- 
timony of the reality of God, of “communion with 
God established in prayer.’’ And the author adds “it 
is the essence of our Christian faith that ‘the Be- 
yond that is within’ has come alive in Jesus Christ.” 
This book reveals the author’s wide and discriminat- 
ing reading; and his convictions, based upon search- 
ing examination of evidence and his personal ex- 
perience of God. The book is fascinating reading. 
It makes its case. It is brilliantly written. The 
chapter headings are: Life—and the doubter, Doubts 
in the modern mind, The practical roots of doubt, 
Is God real? God—and the tragic sense of life, The 
finality of Jesus, The authority of the Bible, The 
validity of prayer, The Cross—and today, and Life 
beyond life. There are over twelve pages of notes, 
mainly references to books. 


MODERN MAN’S WORSHIP, A SEARCH FOR RE- 
ALITY IN RELIGION. 3 
Bernard Eugene Meland, Prof. of Religion and Phi- 
losophy, Central College, Fayette, Mo. Harpers. 317 
pp. $2.50. 

An illuminating description of the growing in- 
terest in the development of formal worship and 
the experimentation in liturgical forms, both in 
America and Europe. He gives also his own conclu- 
sions, after wide study of the values and art of wor- 
ship in many churches, both in the United States 
and in Europe. He treats the philosophy of wor- 
ship, describes architecture of church buildings, and 
the types of ritualistic services. He includes pictures 
of five American modern church buildings. These 
show a decided trend to Gothic types of architec- 


, ture. He describes various orders of service, one of 


the most impressive being that of Rudolf Otto, 
which puts the sermon near the beginning of the 
service and climaxes with a Sacrament of Silence. 
“It is to be that supreme moment in the service 
when the ‘Wholly Other’ shall invade the presence 
of the worshippers, bringing them the experience of 
mystery, awe, and beatitude.”’ Dr. Meland affirms his 
belief that if man is to fulfill his greatest possibil- 
ities, he must be more than moral; “he must be- 
come good in the profoundly aesthetic and religious 
sense.”’ In Part One of this book, the author de- 
Scribes the recovery of worship in America, new 
trends in liturgy among German Protestants, Rudolf 
Otto and the new church worship in Germany, 
Friedrich Heiler and the Lutheran High Church 
movement, Contemporary religious movements in 
France, and religious awakenings in modern Catholi- 
cism; in Part Two. Toward Reality; and in Part 
Three, Reality in life. An able book. It will help 
ministers to create a deeper and more vivid sense of 
the presence of God in church services. 


IF A MAN DIE. 


W. Cosby Bell, with a Foreword by W. Russell Bowie. 
Scribners. 199 pp. $1.75. 


Dr. Bell was for over twenty years a professor in 
Virginia Episcopal Theological Seminary. He was 
greatly beloved and admired by his students. Dr. 
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Prepare your 


Lenten Program 
with 


The Presiding Bishop’s Book 
For Lent 1935 


THE REVEALING CHRIST 


Edited by Bishop James DeWolf 
Perry. Meditations and prayer for 
Lenten reading, with selections for each 
day by: Bernard Iddings Bell; Frederic 
S. Fleming; Karl Morgan Block; Howard 
C. Robbins; Joseph Fort Newton; Phil- 
emon F. Sturges; Bishop R. E. L. Strider; 
Bishop George Craig Stewart; Bishop 
Philip M. Rhinelander. $1.50. 


WHAT IS THIS 
CHRISTIANITY? 


By Edward S. Woods. Bishop of 
Crydon. A compelling answer that vividly 
describes what this faith has meant to 
the past, what it stands for in the present 
and what its aims are for the future. $2.00. 


THEIR RELIGION 


By A. J. Russell. What religion meant 
in the lives of thirteen famous men of 
the world: Shakespeare, Napoleon, Dick- 
ens, Lincoln, Disraeli, Washington, Dar- 
win, Livingstone, and others. By the 


author of For Sinners Only. $2.00. 


MORNING AND 
EVENING 


By J. D. Jones. Famous through all 
England for his liberal viewpoint, Dr. 
Jones presents here twenty sermons 
which the British Weekly calls ‘his 
crowning literary achievement.’ $2.00. 


THE INEXHAUSTIBLE 
CHRIST 


By Carl H. Elmore. The Thirtieth 
Book in the immensely popular Harpers 
Monthly Pulpit. An inspiring group of 
sermons by the pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Englewood, N. Y.$1.00. 


FINALLY 


With Paul to the End 


By John A. Hutton. The distinguished 
editor of the British Weekly retells, in 
a rich personal document, the great 
Christian Odyssey. He portrays with 
living colors the epic figure of Paul on 
the Feet Damascus road. $2.50. #23 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
Publishers—New York 
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See 


For Lenten 


Reading 


ir ER) CEE Se7O FaeC GiRgios 


Meditation and prayer during the 
Lenten season will have new meaning 
for those who use this beautiful book 
by Bede Frost. There is a section in- 
cluded for each of the Forty Days of 
Lent. $1.75 


WHAT DID JESUS THINK? 


The Religious Bock Club selection 
for February. An inspiring study of 
the Master which forms a new basis 
for understanding His work. By Stanley 
Brown-Serman and H. A. Prichard. 

$2.50 


SACRED SITES AND WAYS 


This is probably the most complete 
volume on the geography and holy 
places of Palestine ever published. The 
book has 28 pages of maps, especially 
drawn to illustrate each section. By 
the distinguished Orientalist, Gustav 


Dalman. Probable price $3.50 
The Pillar of Fire 
By Roy McKay $1.50 


Altar Stairs 
By Joseph Fort Newton $2.00 


The Secret of the Saints 
By Sir Henry S. Lunn $1.00 


e An Important New Book e 


MY ADVENTURE INTO 
SPIRITUALISM 


You will agree that no other book 
parallels Dr. E. Lee Howard’s ap- 
proach to this absorbing subject. Fasci- 
nating for its significant bearings upon 
psychical research and Christianity and 
for its drama as a human document. 

$2.00 


MACMILLAN ¢ NEW YORK 


Page 198 


THE EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


COKESBURY GOOD BOOKS 


for Lent and Easter 


Christ Speaks from Calvary 
By Edward J. Rees 


Lenten meditations upon the words which 
Christ spoke from Calvary. New approaches 
are worked out—and with fresh, crisp illus- 
trations—the Seven Last Words are illumina- 
ted and applied to our day and to our needs. 
A high literary and devotional level is main- 
tained throughout. Good preaching and good 
reaching. $1.00 


Victories of the Cross 
By Walter Albert Stanbury 


(INTRoDUCTION By Dr. CLovis CHAPPELL) 

Lenten and Easter-tide sermons presenting 
how Jesus nobly walked through the closing 
hours of His ministry—meeting exigency, in- 
dignity, and destiny itself. The application 
and appeal are for us to be like Him, chal- 
lenging sins social and personal in His name 
and His manner. Dr. CHAPPELL says: “He 
deals with one of the abiding themes of the 
Christian religion, preaching as one gen- 
uinely alive to the modern world.” $1.00 


Great Questions of the 
Last Week 
By Dr. B. H. Bruner 


Sermons leading to a better appreciation 
of our Lord’s ministry as He walked and 
talked with men during the closing hours of 
His life on earth. “He goes to the heart of 
the Christian religion with deep conviction.” 
—Expositor. $1.00 


The Question of the Cross 
By Edward L. Keller 


Sermons treating with deep insight the 
necessity of knowing and applying to pres- 
ent-day life and practice the spirit of Jesus’ 
overwhelming sacrifice. “He answers many 
critical questions, always guided in his an- 
swers that one cannot have Christianity 
without the Cross.—Preshyterian Banner. 


$1.00 


The Tragedy and Triumph of 
Easter 
By Leach and Ward 


Worship programs, sermon themes, music suggestions, 
Good-Friday meditations, a Maundy Thursday Com- 
munion service, and an Haster sermon—prepared jointly 
by Drs. Leach and Ward to aid preachers plan a pur- 
poseful, worshipful Lenten program. 

$1.50 


Cokesbury Press 


NASHVILLE TENNESSEE 


At Your Bookstore 


Neen rr errr 
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Bowie speaks enthusiastically about his high quali- 
ties as a man and his ability as a teacher. Dr. Bell 
had kept the manuscript of his lectures on im- 
mortality, but had not prepared it for publication. 
He was suddenly stricken with a heart attack, and 
died soon thereafter, but not before he had affirmed 
once again his confident belief in the life hereafter. 
From what Dr. Bowie tells of Dr. Bell, he was a 
rare teacher and a high type of a Christian gentle- 
man. This book deals in a popular way with life 
here and hereafter; but back of its popular style 
is the deep thinking of a keen and able scholar. It 
will communicate to the thoughtful Christian read- 
er a happy conviction of the continuity, the value, 
and the variety and intensity of the life beyond. 
The chapter headings are: The reasonableness of 
faith in immortality, The Christian view of death, 
Immortality means personal life, The setting of the 
future life, Life beyond death—some elements, and 
Final issues. 


CHRIST AND EVOLUTION, THE DOCTRINE OF RE- 
DEMPTION IN THE LIGHT OF MODERN KNOWL- 
EDGE. 

George A. Barton, Ph.D., Prof. Emeritus of Semitic 
Languages and the History of Religion, in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. University of Pennsylvania 
Press. 166 pp. $2.00. 


The author has been a minister for fifty-five years. 
He tells us that when he began his ministry, he was 
an Arminian in theology and a good deal of a ‘“‘Fun- 
damentalist.”” This book shows that he has wander- 
ed far from his early convictions. His main atten- 
tion is given in the present book to the topic of the 
subtitle. He treats of the “Fall’’ from the point of 
view of evolution, and reaches the conclusion that 
there was no “fall” at all, but a development of man 
under the influence of moral and spiritual ideals. 
As to Jesus, Dr. Barton says that he enunciated the 
ethical principles fundamental for the building of an 
ideal character and an ideal society and so simply 
put that a child can understand them, but s0 ab- 
solute that they are valid for all time; there is 
something new in his ethical teaching; he lived the 
ethics he taught; and, the ethical insight and per- 
fection of Jesus is at once the proof of the in- 
carnation and the explanation of its possibility. 
However, miracles, the Virgin Birth, and the Resur- 
rection are not accepted by Dr. Barton. He holds that 
the process of salvation is social and will take mil- 
lion of years for accomplishment. He presents his 
views with great ability and in a fine spirit. We sus- 
pect that his point of view will not be endorsed by 
many, if any, of Expositor readers. 


JESUS AND THE LIBERAL MIND. 

Edwin McNeill Poteat, Jr., D.D., Minister of the Pul- 
len Memorial Baptist Church, Raleigh, N. C. Judson 
Press. 237 pp. $1.00. 


Dr. Poteat is one of the distinguished young Bap- 
tist ministers in this country. He was a missionary 
for nine years in Kaifeng, China, and for three years 
a member of the faculty of the University of Shang- 
hai. He is a popular preacher to college students as 
well as to the general public. The sermons in this 
volume reveal that the author is well read, a keen 
thinker, and an able expounder of the messages of 
Jesus. While these sermons come from a “liberal 
mind,” they deal with the essentials of Jesus’ mes- 
sage. They are striking and vital. The eleven themes 
are: Jesus and the liberal mind, In defense of a 
sceptic, Vandalism or faith? The men of Gadara, The 
clothes of Christ, Tents of Moses and Elijah, Gilt- 
edge securities, Drugged wine, Wild beasts and 
angels, Was Jesus a madman? Greater than Runni- 
mede; and an address, entitled, Baptists For Such 
A Time As This, delivered at the Northern Baptist 
Convention, Rochester, N. Y., May 1934. 


LAUGH AND LOVE AND LIFT. 

Stephen Sewall Estey, Ph.D., for twenty-five years 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Topeka, 
Kansas. Introduction by Charles M. Sheldon, D.D. 
Revell. 127 pp. $1.25. 


Dr. Sheldon characterizes this book as “in many 
ways, the most timely word that could be spoken 
for this time in which anxious and fearful humans 
live. Its wisdom and living encouragement will ap- 
peal to every human being.’’ These addresses do have 
insight into the moods of a multitude of sorely 
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1 JUST CANNOT TOUCH PAGE 
THOSE SOILED HYMN BOOKS— | 49 
MANY NUMBERS ARE MISSING 
WE OUGHT TO HAVE A MORE 
UP TO DATE BOOK / 


t DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
WHERE THE. CONGREGATION 
HAS GONE /- /-/ 


Then this 


o> 


pts OH - JOHN LETS TAKE 
= THIS PEW. THERE ISA 

we NEW TABERNACLE 
HYMN BOOK— 


—<e 


“Tabernacle Hymns Number Three” will 
“dress up’? your pews as nothing else will. 
Thesenew hymn books will favorably impress 
members and newcomers and stimulateinter- 
est and attendance. Secure these benefits 
without adding a penny to your regular 
budget. Write for Free Finance Plans. 


322-C- North Waller Avenue 


This matchless collection combines the qual- 
ities of the standard hymnal and the Gospel 
song book. ‘‘The best I have ever seen’’, 
says one minister. ‘“Church revived spiritu- 
ally,”? says another. Prices per 100 not 
prepaid: Silk Cloth, $50.00; Paper, $32.50. 
Orchestrated. Returnable sample on request. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 


Chicago, Illinois 


Contains 600 
ages beautiful- 
y bound in blue 

linen finish 

cloth, title 
stamped in gold. 

Price $2.00. 


Order today! Fifty 
years in business— 
Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. Write us 
e or your church sup- 


ply house. Revelation. 


More story material, more illustrations, 
a more beautiful book, easy to read. 
“True to the facts and inspiration of 
the word.”—Sunday School Times. 


New Revised and Enlarged Edition 


This best written, popular work contains 234 
fascinating stories. 
narrative in chronological order from Genesis to 
Large, self-pronouncing type, 200 


Presents the whole Bible 


pictures and 20 full page color illustrations with 
unique animated Bible maps and pictorial end 
papers. Price only $2.00. Order today. 


Gospel Trumpet Company 


Dept-B.5 ANDERSON, INDIANA 
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Vital BOOKS for 
CHRISTIAN 
THINKERS 


ECONOMICS AND THE GOOD 
LIFE 

by F. Ernest Johnson, of the Federal Council 
of Churches 


With a foreword by Bishop Francis J. 
McConnell. A true guiding light in the 
present clash of opinions. ‘Temperate yet 
vigorous, this able appraisal of the con- 
temporary scene sketches in broad outline 
what a Christian social order might be. 


192 pages—$1.75 cloth; $1.00 paper 


FOUR PATTERNS OF 


REVOLUTION 
by Ethan Colton, author of THE X YZ OF 
OMMUNISM 


What made the other ipo nte take the Revolu- 
tionary road? Must we: 

Impartial appraisals, based on first- 
hand knowledge, of Communism, Fascism, 
Nazism, and the New Deal. Simeon 
Strunsky, of the editorial staff of The New 
York Times, says, ‘““Che chapters on Soviet 
Russia are eee short treatment of the 
subject Ihave seen.” 319 pages—$2.50 


HALT! CRY THE DEAD 
by Frederick A. Barber, author of THE 
ORROR OF IT 


A primer of peace in pictures, cartoons, 
ana charts, for those easily lost in their 
statistics. Offers definite suggestions by 
which parents, teachers, church members 
and voters can do something more than 
wish for peace. Specific suggestions b 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Prof. James ai 
Shotwell, E. C. Lindeman, Carrie Chap- 
man Catt. Forewords by Will Irwin and 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling. 


160 pages (ever half pictures) —$1.50 


THE THREE MEANINGS: 


PRA YER—FAITH—SERVICE 
by Harry Emerson Fosdick 


This one volume now gives you the three 
most famous books of an eminent Chris- 
tian leader whose influence extends nation- 
wide, one of our surest guides. Arranged 
for daily reading, with [appropriate 
quotations from the Bible. Cloth $2.50 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 
347 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 


troubled persons in our day, full of anxiety, fear 
and foreboding. These sermons offer a remedy, com- 
pounded of faith in a good God and in man as a 
child of God. Dr. Estey’s messages are bracing and 
inspire courage and faith. Each sermon Offers a 
golden key to open doors of trust and confidence for 
the present and the future. The sermon-titles are: 
“Anchored to the Infinite," “I will fear no evil,” 
Decorated crutches—and smiles! The resistless ie 
on—love, Winning our goal, Whipped spirits, e 
virture of simplicity, “Not by bread alone,’’ Altars 
of thanksgiving, Unafraid, and “Look up, and laugh 
and love and lift.” 


MODERN RELIGIOUS CULTS AND SOCIETY, A 
SOCIOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION OF A MODERN 
RELIGIOUS PHENOMENON. 

Louis Richard Binder, Ph.D. Richard Badger, The 
Gorham Press, Boston. 213 pp. (Price not stated.) 


A valuable study of modern cults and ‘‘isms” af- 
fecting both the social and religious life of today. 
Dr. Binder finds that these cults do exercise some 
wholesome religious and physical influences, but, 
on the whole, he maintains that their teaching does 
not increase the effectiveness of creative religious 
energy as a social dynamic. In support of these con- 
clusions, he affirms, and proves, that these cults as 
religious abnormalities involve an expenditure of 
socio-religious energy which is unproductive of an 
adequate return in social values; they cause mal- 
adjustment in the social process; they are deficient 
in social responsibility; and they augment or in- 
tensify the forces which militate against Christian 
unity and undermine Christianity as the super- 
socializing, spiritual dynamic. He analyzes such 
cults, showing what he considers their good and bad 
points, are namely Buchmanism, Christian Science, 
Dowieism, Four Square Gospel, Free love groups, 
Holy Rollers, House of David, Latter Day Saints, 
Mormonism, Mennonites, Pentecostal Sects, Russel- 
lism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Shakers, Unity, Spiritual- 
ists, Oriental cults in America, etc. This is a book 
which every minister should read, since some of 
these sects are found, probably, in his own com- 
munity. 


FRIENDS OF GOD, PRACTICAL MYSTICS OF THE 
FOURTEENTH CENTURY. 

coat ore Seesholtz. Columbia University Press. 247 
Pp. $2.50. 


Dr. McGiffert counselled the author when she took 
up this study, and later Prof. Rufus M. Jones helped 
her to understand the philosophy and practical work 
of these mystics. The author, herself, has done a 
valuable piece of research regarding these ‘Friends 
of God.” She is an enthusiast as well as an authority 
on the subject. “I found profound satisfaction,” she 
says, “in hours of study of the Friends of God as 
individuals who achieved in their day, which was as 
chaotic as ours,, a great measure of integration of 
self and a sense of direction and joy in life. Then, 
too, the fellowship of the Friends of God, based on 
the ‘idea of the friendliness of God and His uni- 
verse even in a@ catastrophic century, was worth 
careful study. Their temperate combination of this- 
worldliness and other-worldliness, their alternation 
between the contemplative and active life, and es- 
pecially their practicing religion in service to their 
fellowmen, fascinated me.’’ She has written a valu- 
able book on certain Friends of God—Meister Eck- 
hart, Tauler, Suso, and Ruysbroeck. “The Great 
Friend of God of the Oberland,” and Rulman Mers- 
win, Merchant. It is a noble company. They left an 
abiding influence upon the life of the church in 
their day and in ours, in the type of their devo- 
tional life, combined with effective service to their 
fellowmen. Reading this book will be found a spir- 
itual tonic. 


FAITH OR FEAR IN CHILD TRAINING. 


ahi W. Eggleston, Round Table Press. 191 pp. 


The author is recognized as a specialist in re- 
ligious education. In this book she deals—and with 
much practical wisdom—with the problems of moth- 
ers in child training; and of course, she advises faith 
and not fear in such training. She offers sound coun- 
sel on developing self-control; teasing, criticizing, 
quarreling, fighting; the untruths that children tell: 
discipline, reward and punishment; the child and his 
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HIS LAST THURSDAY 


By JAMES S. KIRTLEY, D. D. 


This is a sympathetic interpretation of the account of Jesus’ last day before his crucifixion, as 
given to us in the Gospels. This book is possible only from a man who has lived in touch with the 
Master for a good many years, one who has found joy and inspiration in the study of the Bible 
and preaching its truths. Doctor Kirtley has given us a revealing and devotional study of the words 


and conduct of Jesus as he neared the cross. 


The Lenten season, and more especially its Holy Week, will have a larger contribution to the spir- 


itual upbuilding of all who make these pages a part of the season’s reading. 


THE QUEENLY QUEST - 


By ROSALEE MILLS APPLEBY 


Beautiful thoughts and the fine, strong truths of the 
Christian faith, especially as they touch the life of women 
—and in particular young womanhood—are here set down 
in language that embellishes them and delights the reader. 
Mrs. Appleby’s South American background gives her 
sketches an added charm and has afforded her the ad- 
vantage of a detached, fresh outlook upon things North 
American. Nothing better could be selected as a gift to a 
“girl graduate,’’ or as a birthday or Easter present to a 
young woman. Cloth, $1.00. 


TODAY'S JESUS 
By CARL WALLACE PETTY 


When Doctor Petty preached, he plunged you at once 
into a torrent of striking, beautiful language that was 
burdened with all sorts of new and old truths, expounded 
in the simple yet strong Christian faith that was his. 
The cheer of his overflowing vitality held you until the end 
of his discourse. Much of his strange eloquence and per- 
sonality is preserved in these sermons. Doctor Petty stood 
in the midst of our perplexed, troubled, amazing time, at- 
tentive to all its voices—the voice of his Saviour outecho- 
ing them all. Cloth, $1.00. 


1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
Order 
From Our 
Nearest House 
Extra In Canada 


16 Ashburton Place, Boston _ 
2328 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 


313 W. Third Street, Los Angeles 
Duty 


Cloth, $1.00 


YOUTH AND THE HOMES 
OF TOMORROW 
By EDWIN T. DAHLBERG 


This book is the outgrowth of pastoral interviews with 
young people and their parents over a period of sixteen 
years. It attempts to deal with some of the practical 
every-day questions raised by young people in planning for 
marriage and home life together. It is a frank, straight- 
forward discussion of problems that will help young people 
who are looking forward to wedded life as well as to par- 
ents and teachers who feel a sense of their responsibility 
as youth counselors. The author has written this book with 
the hope that the homes of tomorrow will be happier and 
better. Cloth, $1.00. 


JESUS AND THE LIBERAL MIND 
By EDWIN McNEILL POTEAT, JR. 


American Baptists are furnishing their full share of 
prophets for “‘such times as these;’’ brilliant young 
preachers who are very much alive to what is going on 
and very earnest in having things go on in Jesus’ way. 
Notable among them is the author of this book. It will 
be found that ‘‘liberal’’ is here liberally interpreted. ‘‘The 
liberal mind’’ affords Doctor Poteat a good light to throw 
upon certain distinguishing traits of Jesus. Cloth, $1.00. 


1107 McGee Street, Kansas City 
505 New World Life Bldg., Seattle 
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LOVE 


2 TESTAMENT OF 
Hubert 
1c 
: HESE are Lenten meditations on the Seven 
Simpson Words from the Cross. They glow with eternal 
faith and vibrate with the vitality of everyday 
life. These devotional studies of rare excellence 
cannot fail to move any reader who is open to the 
* spiritual influence of the memories and inspirations 
of the pre-Easter season. 
The Bishop of London says: 
Bets “There is always a great distinction in what Dr. Simpson writes and also a 
$1.00, deep spirituality. This book displays both characteristics and I hope that a great 
postpaid many of all denominations, and even those of no denomination, will read it. 
I have been much touched by it myself. 
EW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
ot the Better Bookshors Boston Pittsburgh San Francisco 
THE ABINGDON PRESS Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 
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7 Richer 
MUSIC 


Larger 
GAINS 


From the use 
of these 
GREAT 
HYMNALS 


In Pulpit, Pew and Class- 
room... Spiritually and 
musically, they expand 
resources and increase 
response. 


For the Church. ‘‘Inter-Church Hymnal’’—713 num- 
bers. 628 pages—compiled after conering over 10,000 
churches, ministers, organists, and choir leaders. $75 
per 100, not prepaid. Single copy $1.00 postpaid. 


For Church Schools. ‘American Church and Church 
School Hymnal’’—contains standard hymns that ‘‘bridge 
the gap”’, also typical church school songs as well as 
rich liturgical material. $55 per 100 not prepaid. Single 
copy 70c postpaid. Orchestrated. 


For Junior Schools. ‘‘American Junior Church 
School Hymnal’’—a great favorite with the children 
and teachers. 224 pages. $40 per 100 not prepaid. 

All these books issued in cloth binding only. 


Write for returnable samples and Free Finance Plans. 


‘Biglow-Main-Excell Co, 


5715-CC West Lake Street - Chicago 


INSPIRING EASTER PAGEANTS 
Scriptural, Powerful, Easily Produced 
Beautiful Interpretive Music 


THE CHILDREN’S VISION, by 
Esther Willard Bates—music by 
Lyman R. Bayard. NEW. It 
weaves about its audience a 
spell of peace and faith and 
holy joy. 35¢ 

THE QUEST, by Helen Mc- 
, Lean. NEW. A dignified, wor- 
Shipful and beautiful service 
for the whole Easter congrega- 
tion. 5c 

THE PRINT OF THE NAILS, 
by Dorothy M, Davis, music by 
Lyman R. Bayard. The convinc- 
ing of Thomas in original, dra- 
matic and reverent form. 50c 

The following, words and mu- 
sic are by LYMAN R. BAYARD: 
THE DAWNING, the well loved pageant of 
the Resurrection, 50c 

THE QUESTIONER, Beautiful Morality Play. 
What does it mean to us that Jesus rose from 
the dead? 50c 

THE TIDINGS, How would the Resurrection 
of Jesus affect the three he had raised from the 
dead? 50c 

INTO GALILEE, How the news reached Caper- 
naum. 8 char. Dramatic and unusual. 35c 

A LEGEND OF SAINT JOHN, beautiful and 
powerful drama of the Cross. 50c 

No royalties. Sample copies at above prices. 
Price refunded less 10c per copy if sample re- 
turned in good condition within 10 days. Write 
for List giving other titles, descriptions and 
quantity prices. 


PAGEANT PUBLISHERS 
Dept. E-2 
1228 So. Flower St. Los Angeles, Calif. 
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money; the bedtime hour; sharing the work of the 
home; the use of leisure time; the children and the 
movies; sex education in the home; religion and the 
home; and, building a strong foundation. 


JUNIOR SURPRISE SERMONS, WITH HANDMADE 
OBJECTS. : 
Arnold Carl Westphal, Pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Salem, Ohio. Founder of Children’s Bible Chautau- 
qua. Fully illustrated. Revell. 140 pp. $1.50. 


These are not story-sermons, but visual sermons, 
illustrated by the use of hand-work. The author has 
kept in mind simplicity in the making of the object, 
with material that is easily found, such as paper, 
cardboard, glue, crayon, paints, etc. The author 
stresses the “surprise” element. He says, “‘the sur- 
prise climax captivates the attention of the children 
under the most extreme conditions, and clinches the 
truth, and brings them curiously near “the man of 
God” for further enlightenment. An unusually help- 
ful and attractive book of its sort. 


THE PATH OF PROTESTANTISM. 
Julius F. Seebach. Round Table Press. 243 pp. $2.00. 


The author is the minister of the Lutheran Me- 
morial Church in Philadelphia, and head of the de- 
partment of history of the Lutheran School of 
@hristian Education. This book will serve as a guide 
to the main road and the by-paths of Protestantism. 
It shows clearly that Protestantism is more than a 
protest against Roman Catholicism; and is more than 
a Reformation movement: it is to a large extent a 
return to the primitive teaching of the Church. In- 
cidentally, Dr. Seebach shows that Protestantism 
is not “passing,” as Newman Smyth once affirmed. 
To all who wish to learn not only the main develop- 
ments of Protestantism, both in church organization 
and belief, and also of the small sects and cults 
which have sprung from it, this book will be found 
autoritative. Of these latter, the author describes 
and evaluates such groups as Plymouth Brethren, - 
Christian Science, Unity, Jehovah’s Witnesses, New 
Thought, Unity, Spiritualism, etc., etc. This book is 
very readable as well as authoritative. 


CATHOLICS, JEWS AND PROTESTANTS, A STUDY 
OF RELATIONSHIPS IN THE UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA. 

Claris Edwin Silcox and Galen M. Fisher, under the 
auspices of the Institute of Social and Religious Re- 
search. Harpers 369 pp. $2.50. 


Mr. Silcox, who won distinction by his Church 
Union in Canada, now adds to his reputation by 
this fair-minded and discriminating volume. It is a 
searching enquiry into the antagonisms which divide 
these three religious groups and the great beliefs, 
as well, that they hold in common. The co-authors 
of this book give illuminating answers to such ques- 
tions as: What is the historical background of re- 
ligious conflict in the United States and Canada? 
Why is tolerance increasingly necessary today? How 
much religious discrimination exists in American 
social life, in college clubs and fraternities? What is 
the status of the Jewish and the Catholic teachers 
in the public schools? What is the extent of inter- 
marriage between Catholics, Jews, and Protestants? 
Has it proven generally successful? What are the 
statistics with regard to conversion from one creed 
to another? How much proselytization is actually 
attempted by the Catholics? Are the Jews really in 
international conspiracy to dominate business? What 
is the general attitude of American Gentiles toward 
Nazt anti-Semitism? What accounts for the Jewish 
domination of American music and drama? 


SADHU SUNDAR SINGH, A PERSONAL MEMOIR. 
C. F. Andrews. Harpers. 205 pp. $2.00. 


This personal memoir of this Indian saint, by his 
closest Christian friend, is written not only out of 
admiration but of deep insight into the Sadhu’s 
philosophy of life, his mysticism, his intensely spir- 
itual character, and his self-sacrificing service to his 
fellow-men. Dr. Andrews gives an unforgetable pic- 
ture of the Sadhu as a devoted follower of Jesus. 
The Sadhu was born of well-to-do Sikh parents, 
living in the Punjab. The Sikh religion is a noble 
faith—close in many respects to Christianity. The 
Sadhu dropped mysteriously from sight in 1929, on 
his way to Tibet. Diligent and extensive search was 
made for him, without avail. The British Govern- 
ment believes, after extensive search for him, that he 
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5 fu 1T GROWS WITH YOUR LIBRARY 


SECTIONAL. BOOKCASE. 
Bgdorsed by Over 200,000 Users 


Se See $3:75 per Section. 
ie rr a with Glass Door 


SOLD ON APPROVAL 

USED in some of the finest 
homes and offices throughout 
the country. Furnished in dif- 
ferent designs, materials and 
finishes, giving almost any de- 
sired effect. Sold direct from 
factory only, which assures you 
a permanent source of supply 
for additional sections in the 
future, and also saves you the 
middleman’s profit. 
Price complete as illustrated with 
three book sections, only $16.25 
Write for your FREE Copy of Our Illustrated 
Catalog No. E-35. It will interest you. 

THE C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO., LITTLE FALLS, N.Y. 

Manufacturers of Sectional Bookcases since 1899 
© New York Showroom, 130 West 42nd St. (Tel. Wis. 7-8668) 


FITS ANY SPACE 
“Always complete 
yet never finished” 


THE I IDEAL BOOKCASE '? MODERN LIBRARY: 


THE JEW AND THE 
WORLD FERMENT 


by Basil Matthews 
© 


author of ‘‘World Tides In the 
Far East,’’ ‘‘The Clash of World 
Forces,’’ and other works on In- 
ternational Problems. 


Here is a timely, important 
books for Protestants, Catholics 
or Jews—a vital message to all 
students of social, economic and 
religious matters. It is concise, 
meaty, readable and—according 
to Jewish leaders one of the most 
impartial works ever written by 
a non-Jew. As ‘‘World Jewry’’ 
says: “‘A Brilliant .book———The 
entertaining common sense of the 
author deserves wide acknowledge- 


ment. mc 
FRIENDSHIP PRESS 
New York 
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485 Broadway Albany,N.Y. 


Page 205 


BINDING. 


-( BEND COVERS BACK: 
SO. THEY TOUCH) 


; WILL. YOUR HYMNAL STAND THIS TEST 


HYMNS oF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 


Edited by MILTON S. LITTLEFIELD, D.D. 


In our desire to bind our hymn books in the best 
way possible we have perfected a binding that will 
last ! Churches can now have this matchless col- 
lection in a binding that defies rough usage. 


This hymnal has achieved nation-wide use because 
of the following features :— 

A rich selection of ageless hymns 

Hymns set to the right tunes 

New hymns voicing soctal consciousness 

Words within the music staff 

Hymns logically grouped 

Responsive readings carefully selected 


$125.00 per 100 


Examination Copies Sent Upon Request 


A. S. BARNES & COMPANY, Publishers 
67 West 44th Street, New York EX-35 


Please send me an Examination copy of HYMNS 
OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
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perished in the Himalayan mountains. This memoir 
is a well-deserved tribute to one of the greatest mys- 
tics and saints of our day. 


DORAN BS ee a FOR 1935. TENTH 
ANNIVERSAR 5 

Compiled and edited by Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. 
Harpers. 695 pp. $2.00. 

This tenth issue of this well-known Manual keeps 
up its reputation for helpful homiletic material. 
Three new features have been added to the 1935 
volume—The Junior Pulpit, Lenten Services, and 
Lenten Evangelism. It contains more than 100 ser- 
mon outlines, 200 prayers, 100 quotable poems, 
seed thoughts for sermons, 300 illustrations, 800 
texts, 54 sermons to children, 52 prayer meeting 
talks, etc. 


ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY ON 
S. S. LESSONS FOR 1935. 

Rev. Benjamin L. Olmstead, Litt.D., editor. Revell. 
233 pp. $1.00. 

It is indeed a practical and helpful commentary. 
It contains also maps, a brief Bible dictionary, 
blackboard drawings, practical applications, and 
teaching plans for the Junior and Primary depart- 
ments, respectively. 


J 


OXFORD 
PULPIT 
BIBLES 


THE 


Church Program Based on Action 
(Continued from Page 153) 


tion with Sabbath and conclusions you have 
reached.” “My hope is that your response will 
be very real and very informal.” 

Benediction: 

Time: (70 minutes.) 


COMMENTS OF THE COMMITTEE 


The quiet manner of the leader, the people’s 
silent prayer, the Bible reading of the short 
passages by the leader and the longer ones by 
the people to themselves created an atmosphere 
of calm, and creative expectancy such as we 
have seldom seen. 

The leader said he would pass from one per- 
son to another. The first one addressed said she 
had been thinking lately about the meaning of 
the term Holy Sabbath, and would like to know 
what the leader thought it meant. The latter re- 
plied, ““Will someone please answer, allowing me 
to speak last?” Six persons responded, showing 
religious training and experience undreamed of 
in that company. After the six finished speak- 
ing the leader addressed the one who had asked 
the question and said, “Are you satisfied?” When 
she nodded her head in the affirmative he went 
on. Another person in order was called upon 
as soon as general consideration of. the first 
question ceased. This person brought up the 
matter of rest on the Sabbath day. The leader, 
a doctor, closed this consideration by giving the 
medical point of view of the necessity of rest 
one day in seven. This was typical of everything 
said during the evening, thought and concen- 
trated attention marked the hour until the ap- 
pointed closing time. The group by common con- 
sent continued the meeting ten minutes. 

\) ALUMINUM or The leader by a word unobtrusively comment- 
= iol Weel | ed, crystalized, encouraged, and contributed 
Jndiviquel . Bots ae and again. It was thought in re- 

5 viewing this whole series of meetings at their 

Lowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catal close that this one had very nearly reached 


OTHING is more appropriate 

as a memorial of a loved one, 

or appreciated so much by the 

church and pastor, as a beautiful 
OXFORD PULPIT BIBLE. 

Handsomely bound, printed on paper 

thatis strong and easy to turn, in clear, 

readable type. Oxford editions are pre- 

ferred by all who are looking for lasting 

value. Remarkably moderate in price, too. 


Appropriate lettering in gold ata small 
additional charge. 


Send for our new 
descriptive circular 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York, N.Y. 
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The Improved Wright 


Rolling Canvas Curtains 
Used in Sunday Schools, chapels, etc., to divide 
class rooms. Easy and simple to operate. Sound- 
proof as wood partitions. Economical. Now in use 
in many churches. It is the most successful roll- 
ing partition obtainable. 


Large Velour Curtains a Specialty 
For prices, recommendations, and other 
particulars, write to 


Wright & Gamber Lebanon, Pa. 
“Endorsed by leading architects” 
We are Co-operating with the 
Federal Housing Bureau. 


(Gmmunion Ware of Quality 


Best Materials x: Jee 


FINEST 
Workmansnip 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


Room 824 1701~1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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hymns had been chosen by the people, we think 
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ew Songs—New Prosperity 


This Book 


is aiding 


SPIRITUAL 
295 RECOVERY 
Songs 
Round and TRIUMPHANT SERVICE 
Shaped SONGS is a book that is IN 
Notes TUNE WITH THE TIMES. It 
Complete contains a finely balanced collection 
Sechestration of new songs with the good old favorites 


. . - also scripture readings, a complete 
2 ‘ worship program for special days and a 
rariety of material for every church need. 


AN UNPARALLELED RECORD! 
TRIUMPHANT SERVICE SONGS is the most remarkable 
y00k and has enjoyed the most remarkable sales of any book 
n the last ten years. It has struck a responsive chord. 

No increase in prices—rope bristol binding, $25 per 100. 
treen cloth- bound, gold stamped, strongly reinforced for 
lurability, $40 per 100. Prices may advance — order now. 
Pastors, Superintendents, Committee Members, Send 
‘or examination copy and free booklet. ‘‘How to Raise 
Money for New Song Books.’” Mention Dept. H3 


THE RODEHEAVER CO. 28 E. Jackson Bivd., Chicago, Hl. 


124 N. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


TO-DAY .... 


during the Lenten season 
and every day thereafter 


During the Lenten season are you 
particularly eager to “do justly, love 
_kindness and to walk humbly’? To- 
Day, a monthly magazine for daily 
devotional reading will help you. 


$1.00 for two years; 60 cents a year 
Address ‘The Westminster Press, 
925-E, Witherspoon Building, Phila- 
delphia. 


@ Have You Secon 
HYMNS ° FAITH 4¥0 LIFE 
Edited by Wilbur P. Thirkield 
New Inexpensive Hymnal for Churches and 
all religious gatherings. 130 singable and well 

loved hymns. 
20 cents for sample copy—$15.00 per 100 
A. 8. BARNES & CO. 67 W. 44th St., New York 


Buy, FASTER COMMUNION SUPPLIES 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER atlow prices, Tray and 36 
glasses $6.50 up. Extra Glasses 
$1.00 dozen. Collection and Bread | 


——_ Plates. Pastor's Sick Outfits, etc. 
THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box 15 Lima, Ohio 
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“EXCELLOGRAPH" 
PRINTS FROM 
STENCILS 


fe 
3 


1000 PRINTED 
COPIES PER HOUR 


EXCELLOGRAPHS AND SUPPLIES. 


“EXCELLOGRAPH DELUXE” prints (reproduces) 
Anything Typewritten, Penned, Drawn or Traced. 
Prints in colors. Prints 25 copies per minute. Inside 
Inking. Lowest Priced Open Drum Machine On 
Market. Investigate “EXCELLOGRAPH." Folder, 
Work Samples, Testimonials, Free. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & 
SUPPLY CO. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Suite 516 


Pete e Pe eeeePeeeeeeeee 
eae aaa aaa aejaaejafajey 


ANY pastors have racked their brains 
for a method to reach all the people 
of the community, especially those 


M 


who seldom if ever attend church services. 
Progressive ministers have learned there is 


nothing better than a parish paper to ac- 
complish this work. 

If you use our service you can keep the 
whole community informed, which will re- 
sult in increased attendance and larger offer- 
ings. We will supply your church with a 
worth-while parish paper at a fraction of 
the price charged by ordinary printers. Stand- 
ardization and mass production makes this 
possible. 

May we send you particulars and 
samples? Does not obligate you in any way. 


EE EEEEEEEEEEEEIEESSEEEEEEEEne 


Tue NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PRESS, 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Send me free of charge full particulars 
and samples. 


Iie irae cece eck crortaoeces STSsscseasecee 


Street 
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@ Church Furniture 


Complete sets or individual pieces built 
to order. Communion Tables, Pulpits, 
Reading Desks, Baptismal Fonts, Pews, 
Pew Cushions, Altar Crosses, Collection 
Plates. 


Chairs 


For Kindergartens, Class Rooms, and 
Banquet Halls—Strong, light, comfort- 
able, with hand woven cane seats. 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 


Keltner Mfg. Co. 


79 Main St., Ashley, O.—Since 1869 


Individually Tailored by 
American Craftsmen 


Pulpit and Choir GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit Hangings, 
Bookmarkers, Fabrics, etc. 
Custom Tailoring for 
Clergymen 
Junior Choir Vestments. 


Lowest prices consistent with 
values. Correspondence invited. 


x 
Our experience through serving the church 
for over half a century is at your service 


Cox Sons & Vining, Inc. 


131-133 East 23rd Street, New York 


Ecomomic Conditions Improving 


Confidence is being restored. The church faces 
wonderful opportunities. Let the 


CHURCH SERVICE BUREAU 
organize and lead your congregation in a sane 
Spiritual Advance Program, restoring the dis- 
couraged and indifferent to activity, winning 
new members, concluding with a FINANCIAL 
EFFORT for the raising of funds for annual 
budget, liquidating of debt, or for new building. 
This program inspires and impels God’s people 
to give not ‘til it hurts but ’til they are hap- 
py. Expense very reasonable. A service highly 
commended. 

Write:—CHURCH SERVICE BUREAU 
Dr. M. J. Bieber, Asso. Dr. John E. Hummon, 
Director, 910 South Director, 860 N. Wa- 

60th Street, Phila- bash Avenue, 
delphia, Penna. Chicago, Il. 


Write Today For Information On The 
* _, All Aluminum Bulletin 


The Sheldon All-Aluminum Bul- 
letin eliminates all up-keep costs 
—forever. Install it and forget it. 


Electric Lighted Crosses 
Properly ventilated, beautiful 
electric cross, lacquered in white, 

._ complete with cord and lamps. 
Write for descriptive literature. 


‘THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO., INc. 
Box 133EH Ashtabula, Ohio 


BRAND NEW STEEL FOLDING CHAIRS 


Upholstered back and seat, rubber feet. While they 
last, $16.00 a dozen. 


REDINGTON COMPANY SCRANTON, PA. 
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it would have been complete. 

The supply minister present in the group had! 
come with hesitation, because he said a natural) 
reserve would make people hesitate to express: 
themselves in his presence. This did not prove: 
to be the case. The individuals of the company’ 
said later they were fortified by his almost silent: 
presence. The method of the meeting justified: 
itself in this respect to the satisfaction of the: 
committee. 

The spontaneous request for “Gloria Patri,” 
after the meeting had been dismissed gave a very 
happy closing touch. In fact, this last request. 
was made by the visiting minister and it was 
his only_contribution to the meeting. He had 
thought the company would be awed by his 
presence but when asked by the youngest mem- 
ber of the group a serious question he was un- 
able to bring himself into a listening attitude. 
Instead he started off on a five minute talk 
tangent. The song was something he really 
wanted. He said, “I wish no meeting need ever 
be held without the Gloria Patri—May we sing 
it now?” Later the pianist said, “Wasn’t it nice 
that the minister was with us. I have played 
thousands of hymns and it thrilled me to know 
he loved Gloria Patri as I do.” No one can ever 
stop knocking, asking, seeking. Even a minister 
of years of consecrated service and helpfulness 
behind him contributes only as he continues 
to seek. Otherwise “The best is yet to be” re- 
tires behind him as it may retire behind any 
individual. Our reciprocal meeting method scored 
a point when it revealed this fact. 


® 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


For Sale: The Preachers Homiletic Commen- 
tary, 32 volumes, in good condition, $20.00. Also 
9% x 12 Illustrated pulpit bible, $2.00. Carriage 
extra. Rev. R. A. Miller, Sargent, Minnesota. 


For Sale: DeVry Projector, 16mm just like 
new, $25.00 to first one. Rev. J. H. Kraemer, 
Neligh, Nebraska. 


Wanted: A good used multigraph. Must be in 
good condition and reasonable for cash. Address 
Box 174, Franklinton, North Carolina. 


For Sale: Stereopticon over 500 slides $25.00 
One Film Slide, 2600 films $22.00. Victor Port- 
able, 1200 or more slides, Many biblical, anc 
colored $35.00. The Three $75.00. E. Meyer, 21: 
Delmas Avenue, San Jose, Calif. 


Sell. Multigraph $40.00, Lettergraph $20.00 
Addressograph and 3000 plates $50.00, Suitcase 
Projector $40.00, Victor Stereopticon $30.00, § 
reel feature Les Miserables $35.00. All in gooc 
condition. Presbyterian Church Office, Auburn 
Washington. 


USED PIPE ORGAN 


We have a fine used two manual and pedal 
church organ with modern electric action, 550 


speaking pipes, Deagan Chimes, and beautiful 
English draw-knob console which is detached 
and may be placed anywhere within 100 feet of 
organ chamber, Specification and complete in- 
formation on request. Sacrifice price $2450.00. 


THOS. V. CONNER & SONS LIMA, OHIO 
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PAGEANTS 


OUR SPECIAL OFFER FOR 1935 
We will send you 14 plays, pageants and services for 
examination upon receipt of 10 cents (stamps or coin, 
to cover cost of mailing) with the understanding that 
the plays, etc., are to be either paid for within thirty 
days or returned to us within ten days. Packet includes 
1935 catalog of Easter supplies and helps. 
Send 10 cents for Easter Packet No. 35 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
41 W. Washington St. Indianapolis, Ind. 


TNOMPERPELUATE 
HER MEMORY 


In every congregation is 
some man or woman who 
would welcome the suggestion of Golden- 
Voiced Deagan Tower Chimes as a stately 
and living memorial to a departed loved 
one. May we oo you the ore story? 

J. C. DEAGA Inc. 
141 Deagan Bldg.. CHICAGO 


DEAGAN 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


— Jower Chimes. 


Chureh Furniture 


Everything for Church and Sunday 
School use. Direct from our fac- 
tery to you. Beautiful and distinc- 
tive furniture — skilfully con- 
structed, richly finished—the kind 
you will admire. Correspondence 
and blue prints solicited. 


Fine catalog eee nae 


DeMoulin Bros. 
8S. 4th St. Gesocenia: Til. 


<a GOWNS 
Pulpit 

Draperies, Hangings, etc. Fine 
materials, beautiful work, pleas- 


ingly low prices. State our 
needs, Catalog and samples free. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1153 8. 4th St. Greenville, Ill. 


1116 8. 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


stand for and proclaim 
the heart of the Gospel 


Union periodicals aim to present only con- 
structive truth. They refrain from contro- 
versial discussion of doctrines which are not 
fundamental and on which evangelical Chris- 
tians hold varying views. They are thoroughly 
practical as well as Biblically sound. 


Write for free specimen copies 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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PROTECTION 
At Low Cost—New Plan 


Write today for details of Month FREE 
on Introductory Membership Offer. In- 
surance available only to Church 
Members and Clergy—hence Low Easy 
Cost and prompt aid and comfort when 
needed. 
Company maintains full legal reserve 
with surplus twice that of reserve. Founded to supply 
Church Members with sound insurance at the low rates 
they are entitled to by virtue of being better risks. 
Sick Benefits, Accident, Burial and Life Insurance 
nelucline Endowments. No cost—no obligation to get 
etails. 


Write today— (Giving date of birth) 
Pastors requested to write for cooperative plan. 
CHURCH MEMBERS: RELIEF ASSN. 


Ake, President 
830 Decide Butldine Indianapolis, Indiana 


LENT AND EASTER 


Announce your sermon topics and pro- 
grams with attractive lithographed or 


printed publicity aids—including an- 
nouncement folders, post cards and pas- 
toral letters; provide your special services 
with bulletins and collection envelopes. 
Write today for large free sample packet 
of Lenten and Easter supplies! 

Start your Easter financial campaign 
with the first Sunday in Lent. We have 
many successful plans to suggest. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


Cedar Falls, Iowa 


Ask about our Church Bulletin service. Let us 
quote vou on your next printing order. 


The psalms for today. Sug- 
gestions for Bible study and 
meditation based on seven 
of the most beautiful and 
best known psalms, with a 
complete service of worship 
for each. 


Seven 
Psalms 


Adelalde T. Case 
50 cents 


A book for use in the Lenten season and 
throughout the year. 


THE WOMANS PRESS 
600 Lexington Ave. New York City 


A Genuine Pipe STEEL 


For the Price of Imitations— 
costs no more than a Good Piano 


Wicks Company, builders 
of famous Cathedral or- 
gans, offers a remarkable g 
pipe organ of finest qual- ™ 
ity at the cost of a good F 
reed organ or piano. 
Solves all problems of 
space and expense. 


Representatives wanted in every leading city 
and county. Write for details stating whether 
interested in purchase or agency. 


WICKS PIPE ORGAN COMPANY 


DEPT. E. HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
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